Making reading maps

Using a map or diagram to summarize readings can be helpful if you are a visual learner or if the material you’re studying is complicated.  Mapping the information gives it a structure or shape that is often easier to remember during high-anxiety moments.  This process actively engages you in the process of assimilating and connecting facts and is useful for summarizing and consolidating information.  If you find out more information after you have drawn the main map, then you can easily integrate it with little disruption. A complete map may have main topic lines radiating in all directions from the center. Details and facts will branch off these, like branches and twigs from the trunk of a tree.  To make notes on a subject using a map (or schema), you can try the following steps:

1. Print the title of the subject in the center of the page, and draw a circle around it. 

2. For the major subject subheadings, draw lines out from this circle. Label these lines with the subheadings. 

3. Use single strong words or meaningful phrases:  keep it short and sweet!

4. If you have another level of information belonging to the subheadings above, draw these and link them to the subheading lines. Draw any linkages between sections.

5. Finally, for individual facts or ideas, draw lines out from the appropriate heading line and label them.  Use different font sizes, colour or images to help you organize & remember.
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