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W e hope you enjoy 
this issue of 
Alumni News 

which comes to you at the 
beginning of a new year.  
In this issue, we are pleased 
to introduce the newest 
members of our leadership 
team as well as share 
news and highlights of new 
developments and continuing initiatives. 

There are interesting features on faculty, including our cover 
story on Nursing faculty member, Katherine Pachkowski, as 
well as updates on our successful grads, like Jillian DeCosse.  
 

We hope you also enjoy the many updates on faculty outreach 
and research which are included.

One story that we hope you will find particularly exciting 
is that of the recent visit from the Honourable James Allum, 
Minister of Education and Advanced Learning, who was on 
campus to announce full funding of our new Interdisciplinary 
Master of Science (Environmental and Life Sciences) degree 
program. This announcement emphasizes our commitment to 
the development of unique graduate programming that will be 
of great benefit to our students and faculty as well as further 
our capacity to meet societal needs.

In addition to our Annual Fund campaign, we are in the  
midst of the University’s capital campaign, BUILD. Many of 
you are generous supporters of Brandon University. Every gift 
counts and if you are in a position to give this year, we would 
be very grateful.

We hope you all had a very happy and healthy holiday season 
and look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

   Warm regards,

   Deborah C. Poff, PhD
   President and Vice-Chancellor

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings Alumni and Friends
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BUNOW
View the latest news and events at www.brandonu.ca

Popplestone Signs Pro Contract
Just months after finishing his university volleyball career, Garrett 
Popplestone (B.Phys.Ed.Stds’12) signed a contract to play professional 
volleyball with Sodertalge VBK of the Swedish Elite League. The 
Brandon product has spent the majority of his career playing in his 
hometown. After graduating from Brandon’s Neelin High School, the 
6-foot-1 setter played two seasons with the Medicine Hat College 
Rattlers before coming back home and suiting up for the Brandon 
University Bobcats. In his three years as a Bobcat he helped the ‘Cats 
to a CIS national silver medal in 2011, and more recently a CIS bronze 
medal and the men’s volleyball program’s first Canada West league title 
this past season.

BU Graduates Win Federal Scholarships
Four graduating students received $70,000 in federal scholarships, given 
each year to top-ranking applicants furthering their educations in the 
sciences, social sciences and the humanities. Julia Redfern captured 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) 
Alexander Graham Bell Canada Graduate Scholarship-Master’s, to 
investigate stressors which can threaten the survival of sport fish. 
Three BU grads received the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC) Joseph-Armand Bombardier Canada Graduate 
Scholarship-Master’s: Sylvia Kasper will document the complex 
experiences of Aboriginal and Métis gay and lesbian youth in Canada; 
Morganna Malyon is studying the role of the press in regulating abortion 
from 1840 to 1900 in and around Toronto; Brandy Robertson’s research 
paper is entitled Jane Austen’s Heroines: Why we still love them two 
hundred years later. The Tri-Agency’s Canada Graduate Scholarships 
allow these scholars to fully concentrate on their studies and seek out 
the best research mentors in their chosen fields. 

BU Student Interns with 
German Disaster Agency
Samantha Durnin, a student in Applied Disaster 
and Emergency Studies (ADES), attended 
the 5th Annual BBK Summer Academy, an 
international crisis management conference 
in Germany. Based on her application which 
included school marks, a recommendation 
from her professor, and a letter of motivation, 
Samantha was also asked to remain with the Academy for a six-
week internship. ADES professor John Lindsay says Samantha’s 
accomplishments are high praise to both her academic work and  
BU’s ADES program, one of only two offered in Canada.

BU Offers Tuition Waiver Program 
for Youth In Care
Children raised in Manitoba’s child welfare system now have more 
opportunity to get a post-secondary education through a new Tuition 
Waiver Program partnership between the four Child and Family Services 
Authorities of Manitoba, Brandon University (BU) and Assiniboine 
Community College (ACC). “Brandon University is pleased to be a 
partner in this very important initiative,” said BU President and Vice-
Chancellor Deborah Poff. “We welcome these students and will do our 
utmost to support them in their studies and future goals.” There are 
more than 9,500 children and youth in care in Manitoba, the majority 
being First Nations and Métis, and it is estimated that fewer than 5% 
pursue a post-secondary education, lacking the financial, social and 
emotional supports needed to succeed.

BU First to Offer Unique Social Justice Program
In the fall of 2013, BU became the first post-secondary institution in 
North America to offer an honours degree providing students with 
the clinical skills and cultural competencies needed to work with 
Aboriginal peoples and communities dealing with a national legacy of 
marginalization. “This program is unique,” says Dr. Bruce Strang, Dean 
of Arts. “It’s the only undergraduate degree linking Aboriginal healing 
and traditional knowledge with a counseling focus.” Committed to the 
principles of social justice, the Clinical Specialization in Native Studies 
recognizes the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual dimensions 
of Aboriginal knowledge while helping students develop counseling 
practice skills. Classes began the first week of September.

Garrett Popplestone

Samantha Durnin
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International Honours 
for Music Student 
Jinsung Kim won silver in the 
prestigious American Protege 
International Music Talent 
Competition and the opportunity 
to showcase at Carnegie Hall 
in New York City. “I was very 
surprised,” says Jinsung, who 
submitted a video recording of his 
performance of the challenging 
Liszt Transcendental Études to 
the judging panel. “I just entered 
for the experience and got it! 
This is a big opportunity for me.” 
Jinsung is now pursuing his 
Master of Music degree at BU.

BU Hosts Annual
Music Festival 
The annual Clear Lake Chamber 
Music Festival had a new 
location for 2013, but featured 
the same outstanding performers 
that patrons have been enjoying 
for the past eight years, including 
festival artistic director and 
internationally renowned pianist 
Alexander Tselyakov, and School 
of Music professors Greg Gatien 
and Eric Platz. Originally held 
in Clear Lake, MB and then 
in nearby Onanole, the 2013 
Festival was staged at the Lorne 
Watson Recital Hall at Brandon 
University, an acoustically  
superb facility. 

Prof Nominated for  
Music Award
Celebrated music professor  
T. Patrick Carrabré’s latest album 
War of Angels was nominated for 
a 2013 Western Canadian Music 
Award, for Classical Recording 
of the Year. “It’s a great honour,” 
says Carrabré, Chair of Music 
History and Theory at BU’s School 
of Music. Although he did not win 
this time, Carrabré is a previous 
Western Canadian Music Award 
winner and Juno nominee, and 
his work has received international acclaim. Dr. Michael Kim, Dean of 
the School of Music, says, “Pat’s nomination represents yet another 
distinguished achievement in his career.”

BU Recruits Student
Success Leader
A key member from one of the country’s 
top comprehensive universities has joined 
BU’s student success team. Tom Brophy 
assumes the new role of Associate Vice-
President (Student Services and Enrolment 

Management) and University Registrar. Most recently, he served 
as Director, Student Success Programs at Memorial University, 
in Newfoundland and Labrador, the largest University in Atlantic 
Canada. President and Vice-Chancellor Deborah Poff says, “Student 
success is a cornerstone in our University’s strategic plan, and Tom 
has a history of delivering.” Brophy says, “I believe that Brandon 
University can use its programs, people, resources and size to 
position itself as a leader and I am excited to take part.”

Former Student 
Appointed as New Dean
Alumna Dr. Heather Duncan has returned to  
BU as Dean of Education, beginning a five-
year term on July 1st. Most recently, she 
was Associate Professor and Educational 
Leadership Program Coordinator at the 

University of Wyoming, and editor of the Rural Educator journal. 
Dr. Duncan obtained her Masters of Education at BU and PhD in 
Education Administration from the University of Saskatchewan. She 
also has a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland. Dr. Duncan has teaching and leadership experience in 
Manitoba, the US and Scotland at the grade school and university 
levels and awards including the Governor General of Canada Gold 
Medal, Brandon University Gold Medal, and University of Wyoming 
Faculty Outstanding Teaching Award. “Education is my passion,” says 
Dr. Duncan, “and I welcome this opportunity to help take BU’s strong 
undergraduate and Master of Education programming to the next level.”

New Librarian Joins BU 
Our new University Librarian is a team leader 
with a long history of contributing to student 
success, in part by elevating the library user’s 
experience. Mostly recently, Betty Braaksma 
served as Usability Liaison Librarian and 
Virtual Reference Coordinator at the University 
of Manitoba. She is also coordinator of the 

Manitoba Shared Virtual Reference project, which seeks to create 
a province-wide partnership to expand virtual reference services 
to Manitoba academic and public libraries. Braaksma twice served 
as President of the Manitoba Library Association. “I look forward 
to working with the BU community,” says Braaksma. “I believe that 
today’s university library plays an active role in teaching, learning and 
research. Like the keystone that symbolizes our province, our library 
should be central to the university’s mission and values.”

BU NOW

Jinsung Kim Alexander Tselyakov

T. Patrick Carrabré

Tom Brophy

Heather Duncan

Betty Braaksma

Ph
ot

o:
 F

ra
ze

r S
tu

di
o 

of
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
Ph

ot
o:

 F
ra

ze
r S

tu
di

o 
of

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy



7Brandon University www.brandonu.ca/alumni

BU NOW

Campus Residences and Dining Hall Upgraded
Students living in residence are enjoying upgraded internet service and 
recreational facilities. More single occupancy rooms have been opened 
in each residence building—female, male and co-ed. A new study hall 
is also planned for the men’s residence. The Main Dining Hall space has 
also been refreshed, with a new lounge-type area featuring soft seating, 
greenery, free Wi-Fi and a casual vibe conducive to conversation and 
relaxation. Inexpensive daily lunch and supper specials were added in 
the fall of 2013, attractive to residence students and non-residents alike. 
“We are also developing a new menu in consultation with students and 
staff, as well as an initiative called Healthy Campus, which has the goal 
of improving campus health and quality of life at rural postsecondary 
institutions,” says Paul O’Driscoll, BU’s Director of Residences.

BU Helping Professors Hone Skills
The University has established a new centre of excellence to support 
teaching and learning. The Centre for Teaching, Learning, and 
Technology (CTLT) will provide leadership, activities and resources in 
the development of student-centred, evidence-based approaches to 
teaching within the University. “Education techniques do change and 
we continually revisit our teaching in light of changing technology and 
learning needs to further meet student needs and to support faculty 
teaching success,” says Dr. Gervan Fearon, Vice-President (Academic 
and Provost). Dr. Daniel Olsen, professor of Geography and member of 
BU’s Teaching Enhancement Committee, adds, “The CTLT will not only 
allow faculty, staff and students to focus and improve their teaching and 
classroom skills, but also put the University on par with other Canadian 
universities which have similar teaching centres.”

BU To Offer Master of Science Degree
A new Master of Science degree will be offered at Brandon 
University beginning in September 2014, benefitting student success 
and the economy in southwestern Manitoba. Minister of Education 
and Advanced Learning, the Honourable James Allum, made the 
announcement November 8 in a science lab on the BU campus.

BU President and Vice-Chancellor Deborah Poff asserts, “Students, 
whether they are local or international, will now have the option of 
continuing their post-graduate science work in Brandon. In turn, our 
faculty researchers are able to access more national funding which will 
be spent locally.”

The Manitoba government has committed $250,000 per year towards 
new faculty and support staff positions, which is expected to generate 
significant spin-off.

Hon. James Allum, Manitoba Minister of  
Education and Advanced Learning

BU Dining Hall upgrades

Musical Homecoming Draws 
International Performers
Exceptional musicians from around the world returned to Brandon 
for the week-long Augustfest Homecoming Concert Series, an annual 
festival featuring performers who were either raised or studied music 
in southwestern Manitoba. Highlights this year included baritone Hugh 
Russell, a native of Rivers, MB, who has performed with the Danish Radio 
Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic and the Naples Philharmonic; 
and pianist Sergei Saratovsky, a Russian-born graduate of Brandon 
University’s School of Music, who has played to audiences in Canada, 
Russia, Portugal, the US, and Australia. The majority of August performers 
are graduates from Brandon University’s School of Music.
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KATHERINE PACHKOWSKI, BScPN’04

CHANGING THE MODEL

A 
mong the diplomas and memorabilia adorning Katherine Pachkowski’s 
bright, cheerful office is a contraption no bigger than a shoebox, 
cloaked in wood with a metal face sporting buttons and a big dial.

“That is an old-school Electro Convulsive Therapy machine that they 
used in the former Brandon Mental Health Centre,” says the Brandon 
University alumna and newly-minted Master’s degree holder in 
Bioethics from McGill. “What people refer to as ‘shock therapy’.”
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While her particular device is no longer in service, Pachkowski 
says that Electro Convulsive Therapy is still prescribed treatment, 
albeit a kinder and gentler version than what has been portrayed in 
movies and television shows over the last two generations.

“If you ask anyone on the street,” she says, “they are likely to be 
distressed because of movies like One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
where patients are pinned down and shocked. It did used to look 
a lot like that. The way it’s done now is less likely to cause distress 
among patient and practitioner.”

Pachkowski’s shock therapy keepsake, more than just a 
conversation piece, is a window into her work on the leading edge 
of the ethics of mental health care, exploring the moral distress 
practitioners may feel in the delivery of certain types of treatment 
and therapy.

“There is only a small pocket of people thinking and talking about 
this subject,” says Pachkowski. “It’s on the radar, but in terms of 
being explicitly addressed in the mainstream of psychiatric nursing, 
it’s not. What I am doing is bringing it out of psychiatry and into 
psychiatric nursing. That’s where my work is unique.”

A product of Ethelbert, MB, population 300, a two-and-a-half hour 
drive north of Brandon, Pachkowski was destined for academic life. 
“My parents used to work for University of Alberta, so academia 
was always important. It was a no-brainer that I would attend 
university. Two of my older siblings came to Brandon University,  
so it just seemed natural for me to come here. I was in Biology first, 
but found myself drifting into Psych Nursing instead and loving it.”

After graduating in 2004, she moved to Portage la Prairie to work 
in the Manitoba Developmental Centre, all the while maintaining 
a relationship with BU as a research assistant with the Rural 
Development Institute (RDI). In 2005, she took a job in Dauphin at the 
Parkland Adult Psychiatric Unit.

“I was a nurse on the floor,” she recalls, “working with patients 
who were acutely mentally ill, people who are no longer safe or able 
to be in the community. It was an absolutely wonderful experience, 
very rewarding but challenging, too.”

Pachkowski returned to BU in 2007, as a full-time instructional 
associate, teaching labs and clinics. “One of the chief selling 
points of me coming here, is this department is very supportive of 
continuing education.”

 In 2010, she took a leave of absence to pursue a Master’s 
Degree at McGill University. “I returned to BU to work and 

finish my thesis, and graduated with my Master’s in Bioethics in 
February of 2013. Shortly after which, I accepted a position as 
Assistant Professor.” 

Bioethics deals with the ethical implications of biological 
research and applications in medicine, “the study of how we, 
as medical practitioners, treat people,” says Pachkowski. 
“It’s the ethics of how we care for people, balancing human 
rights with doing good things in a medical environment. I find it 
fascinating because in my personal experience, there wasn’t a 
lot of conversation about that in mental health. I saw that as an 
opportunity to look at the ethics of mental health care, which 
always comes with a list of highly specific ethical issues.” 

Her interest in the field began at an early age when  
she volunteered in her local hospital, and percolated as a 
Psychiatric Nursing student at BU. “I always had an interest in 
human rights issues,” she observes, “and that has guided a  
lot of what I have done.”

Currently collaborating with BU colleagues on research projects, 
Pachkowski is anxious to begin her own work, possibly by the 
summer of 2014. “I want to start looking at the ethical tensions 
that arise when using particular paradigms or conceptions of how 
we should treat mental illness, and the moral distress that mental 
health practitioners may experience when they practice within the 
confines of those conceptions.”

As an example, Pachkowski explains that, often in the 
treatment of mental illnesses, patients are given specific 
medications which may have nasty side effects. “Some 
practitioners, especially nurses, may feel uncomfortable in their 
role in having to give people medications that, in some cases, 
almost makes them sicker. There’s a lot of evidence suggesting 
that nurses who do things that are against their personal moral 

compass experience burnout faster. This kind of result could be 
not just an important finding, but also a window into other effects 
current practice has on practitioners and patients. For now, my 
focus will be on the effects on nurses of treating patients within 
specific treatment models.”

She looks across her desk to the relic Electro Convulsive Therapy 
machine. “It’s more than just an interesting gizmo,” she says, 
reflecting. “It does represent where we came from, and how far we 
have come. That’s what I want to do in my work—change the model 
for the better.” 

Bioethics deals with the ethical implications of biological  
research and applications in medicine, “the study of how we, as 

medical practitioners, treat people,” says Pachkowski.

FEATURE
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Kayes is the Director of Risk and 
Emergency Management for the City of 
Brandon, a position he has held since 1999.

“I started working for the city in 1995, 
as the occupational health and safety 
officer and held that position until 1999,” 
he recalls. “That’s when the city really got 
serious about emergency management.”

Born in Winnipeg, Kayes spent his high 
school years in Brandon. “My father was a 
United Church minister, so we lived in a few 
different places in the province.”

After high school, Kayes went to the 
University of Winnipeg for one year.  

”I was primarily interested in theatre but 
was homesick,” he recalls, returning to 
Brandon in 1976 to work at the Brandon 
Mental Health Centre, where he would 
spend 17 years in a variety of capacities.

But as Brandon’s Director of Risk and 
Emergency Management, Kayes has 
come into his own, receiving awards at the 
provincial and national levels. “The program 
that we run here is recognized as one of 

the better ones in the country,” says Kayes, 
who feels the personal high point of his 
career is the City’s response to the historic 
flooding of the Assiniboine River in 2011,  
a one-in-300-year event.

“If we had done nothing, we would 
have had hundreds of millions of dollars 
in damages,” he says, gesturing to a map 
highlighting the residential and business 
areas saved from flooding. In fact, only a 
handful of houses were touched by flood 
waters. “People were impacted by what 
we did to manage the flood but in three or 
four weeks things were back to normal.” 
By comparison, Minot, North Dakota, saw 
4,000 homes inundated, and damages to 
residences and businesses pegged at 
$690 million US.

Despite his pivotal role, Kayes sees 
himself less as leader and more as 
organizer. “My role is to get the team 
together,” he says. “In 1999, we started 
a community partnership called the 
Brandon Emergency Support Team. It’s a 
relationship that the municipal government 
has with 40-50 business and agencies in 
the community which are dedicated to 
providing information to the public about 
emergency response. You are not going 
to find that in any other jurisdiction in 
Canada, or even in North America.”

A man in perpetual motion, Kayes is a 
prolific artist with a couple of gallery shows 
to his credit, a lover and restorer of Porsche 
automobiles, and a self-described “ideas 
guy.” To many, he is the man who saved 
Brandon from its worst disaster ever.

“The 2011 flood really showed our 
mettle,” says Kayes. “People still stop me 
in stores to talk about the flood and thank 
me for what we did. That feels really good, 
when a total stranger gives you a pat on 
the back.” 

ALUMNUS PROFILE

Brian Kayes, BA’00, MRD’06

Master of Disaster
T  rain derailments, flooding by river and rain, tornadoes, natural gas leaks, 

disease pandemics, the September 11th terrorist attack in the US, winter 
storms and even the Y2K scare—Brian Kayes has been a part of them all.

Supporting Brandon University
In addition to teaching in BU’s Applied Disaster and Emergency 

Studies (ADES) program, Brian is a financial supporter of the 
University. He and wife Jill Hannah-Kayes support an annual ADES 

student scholarship and also support a Hannah family bursary in 
Rural Development in honour of Jean Hannah, Jill’s mother.

Brian Kayes and Con Arvisais, City Clerk 
preparing a media release.

Volunteers working to control seepage.  
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“I 
was an overachiever,” says Dr. Jillian DeCosse, 
emergency room physician at Brandon Hospital and 
Brandon University alumna. “I worked really hard 

and got all A-pluses in my graduating year at high school.” 
Looking self-consciously at her shoes, she adds, “But I 
don’t want you to tell anybody about that.”

Born in rural Manitoba and raised in Brandon, Jillian is small-
town modest but brilliant, earning a medical degree in six years 
compared to eight to ten for most Canadian doctors.

“At med school,” she says, “you meet all these people who have 
wanted to be doctors since they started walking. That wasn’t me.  
I wasn’t even sure I wanted to be a doctor. I just knew I needed 
more mental stimulation.”

Jillian started her post-secondary education at Brandon 
University, graduating in 2005 with a three year Science Degree.  
“I didn’t have a real plan in mind,” she recalls. “The idea of being  
a physician was there, but it wasn’t a determined goal.”

After working for a year in New Brunswick, Jillian decided to 
return to school. “I scored really well on the Medical Colleges 
Admissions Test (MCAT),” and enrolled in the accelerated medical 
program at McMaster University in 2007.

“McMaster is the home of problem-based learning,” she points 
out. “It’s really where self-directed learning started. McMaster’s 

School of Medicine incorporates clinical encounters very early in 
the program, versus the more traditional approach where you spend 
two years in lectures before seeing patients.”

In 2010, Jillian graduated with her medical degree and accepted 
a two year residency at the hospital and medical clinic in Dauphin, 
MB. A chronic hard worker, she struggled with the rigors of being 
a young doctor. “In the midst of residency,” she remembers, “the 
hours were overbearing and I felt like I couldn’t balance my work 
and education requirements with my life. It was all-consuming.” 

Initially pursuing family medicine, Jillian came to appreciate 
the activity and the rhythm of the emergency room during her 
residency. “It can be a crazy place. You see a lot of people and 
you’re the first to decipher what is happening with a patient.  
That appeals to me.”

Joining Brandon Hospital as an emergency room physician in 
2012, Jillian feels she has now achieved the right work-life balance. 
“I have a decent schedule and work with great people,” she says. 
“One day, I may return to family practice but right now I am very 
happy in emergency.” 

“People had always suggested I pursue medicine—professors 
and friends and guidance counselors—but I didn’t know anything 
about it. No one in my family is a doctor. I now work in the 
emergency department but I had never set foot in one until I was a 
student. It’s strange,” she remarks, looking down once more at her 
shoes, “but it’s been worth it.” 

Dr. Jillian DeCosse, BSc’05

Why Not Be a Doctor?
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 Hunter and Dellezay are the 11th and 
12th former Bobcats to become assistant 
coaches with Brandon University’s 
volleyball since the program started  
in 2005. 

Hunter returns to BU after a two-year 
pro stint in Europe. In her final season, 
she helped Stod Volley to one of the most 
successful years the club has ever had. 
Following that, the 25-year old made the 
decision to return to Brandon and help 
her hometown Bobcats. 

“I can’t see myself in Brandon without 
BU, because it’s become part of my life 
and I love this place,” says Hunter. 

As a player, Hunter set numerous 
school records, and her name is splashed 
all over the Canada West record book. 

“The experience helped me grow as a 

person, and not only as a player. I can’t 
ask for anything better,” says Hunter, 
who now hopes to impart some of her 
experience and knowledge to young 
players in the same situation she was in 
seven years ago. 

“I am hoping to bring what I learned 
overseas from the coaches and the great 
players that I played with, and to use that 
knowledge to develop these players.  
I also want to give back to these girls  
at a stage where they can learn so much 
and take away so much.”

 Much like Hunter, Kyle Dellezay came 
to Brandon University in 2006. In his five 
years at BU, Dellezay helped the Bobcats 
men’s volleyball team reach national 
prominence. In 2009 he was a member 
of the squad that captured the program’s 

first CIS national medal. In March of 2011, 
he helped the Bobcats to the team’s best 
showing, a CIS national championship 
silver medal. 

Since wrapping up his playing days, 
Dellezay has spent time in Eastern Africa. 
The 25-year old spent six months in Fort 
Portal, Uganda with his wife Samantha, 
volunteering in an HIV/AIDS outreach 
education program for youth and young 
adults. The goal of the program was to 
educate local students, but Dellezay 
ended up learning as much as he taught. 

   “We spoke to over 3,000 students 
while we were there. We hoped to make 
a difference and change lives. We saw 
some really happy things, and there were 
days that were really sad as well,” says 
Dellezay. “One young woman we worked 
with was tricked into a relationship and 
got HIV. She wouldn’t accept the fact 
that she was positive, and ended up 
dying while we were there. Seeing the 
progression from a happy, healthy college 
student to her death-bed was eye-
opening to say the least.” 

  Now back in Brandon, Dellezay and 
his wife, as well as some of their friends, 
continue to financially support some 
students they met in Uganda and pay for 
their education. They also plan to adopt a 
child from the region.

  “If we can make a difference in the 
life of just one of the thousands of people 
we met, then we can say we did our job,” 
says Dellezay. 

  When given the opportunity to return 
to the program where it all started, 
Dellezay said it was as a no-brainer. 

“My biggest memories of BU are the 
life skills and leadership skills. The small 
things that sport gives you as a person 
are what I will take away,” says Dellezay. 
“Now I want to give back to current 
athletes my knowledge on how to be 
good teammates, good leaders, and, most 
importantly, good people.” 
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Teagan Hunter, BGS’10 & Kyle Dellezay, BA’13
Once a Bobcat… Always a Bobcat 

T 
eagan Hunter and Kyle Dellezay’s volleyball careers have come full 
circle. The former Bobcats finished their playing days in 2011, enjoying 
successful careers as university volleyball players. Both have gained 

international experience. Both are now returning to Brandon to give back to 
the program that helped shape them.

Teagan Hunter, shown here during her time with the 
BU Women’s Volleyball team, just returned to BU as 
an assistant coach following two seasons playing pro 
volleyball in Europe with Stod Volley.

Kyle Dellezay spent six months in Fort Portal, Uganda, 
volunteering in an HIV/AIDS outreach education 
program for youth and young adults.  



“I 
have deep roots in Manitoba,” says Dr. Ardene 
Robinson Vollman, RN, PhD, and Stanley Knowles 
Distinguished Visiting Professor 2013-2014 at 

Brandon University. “My fourth great-grandfather came 
to Manitoba in the late 1700s with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company through the fur trade and married a Cree woman 
in 1803. I am very interested in health inequities in rural 
and Aboriginal populations and hope to better understand 
those inequities through my professorship at BU.”

A native of Manitoba who has made her home and career 
in Alberta, Dr. Vollman’s research focuses on vulnerable 
populations, communicable diseases and health promotion.  
She will spend three months during the academic year at BU 
tackling several initiatives.

“My highest priority is to work with BU’s Graduate Program in 
Psychiatric Nursing,” she says, ”getting the students to a point 
where they have a viable and achievable research question.  
Dr. Dean Care, Dean of Health Studies, also wants to promote 
research productivity so my second priority is the research mandate 
of the Faculty and finding a way to support faculty members in 
becoming more productive in their research, and to help them move 
that research into publication.”

Dr. Vollman is a founding member of the University of Calgary 
community health nursing research unit and former chair of the 
university’s health promotion research group. She supported public 
and population health initiatives at the University of Calgary from 
2004-2008 and was influential in establishing the Institute for Public 
Health in the Faculty of Medicine. 

“Ardene can definitely help us grow our new Masters of 
Psychiatric Nursing program,” says Dr. Fran Racher, a Psychiatric 
Nursing professor and one of the committee members who helped 
recruit the Visiting Professor. “She is also the chair-elect of the 
Canadian Public Health Association, an independent, autonomous 
voice for the health of the public in Canada, and we saw an 
opportunity to influence some of the future priorities of CPHA in 
terms of rural health and mental health.”

In addition to her role with the CPHA, Dr. Vollman is past 
president and honorary life member of the Alberta Public Health 
Association, and member of the Community Health Nurses of 
Canada. Formerly, as an executive of the Canadian Consortium 
for Health Promotion Research, and through her textbook 
Canadian Community as Partner, Dr. Vollman has acquired an 
international reputation in health promotion and public health. 

“From a community perspective,” 
says Dr. Vollman, ”I want to 
connect with the many partners in 
a discussion on health inequities in 
rural settings, including front-line 
workers and CPHA members in this 
region. The CPHA could advocate for 
better living and health conditions for 
rural and Aboriginal populations, if we 
had a better idea of what direction 
people would like us to take.”    

The Stanley Knowles 
Distinguished Visiting Professorship 
at Brandon University is awarded 

each year to a scholar who has achieved an international reputation 
for excellence in research.  Previous recipients include jazz legend 
Bob Brookmeyer, palliative care expert Dr. Norma Wiley and 
celebrated Canadian writer Tomson Highway. 

Dr. Ardene Vollman,  
Stanley Knowles  
Distinguished Visiting Professor
Tackling Inequities 
in Health
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Dr. Ardene Vollman

“From a community 
perspective I want to 
connect with the many 
partners in a discussion 
on health inequities  
in rural settings, 
including front-line 
workers and CPHA 
members in this region.”

FACULTY PROFILE



Dr. Novak first journeyed to Africa in 
1980, to the University of Swaziland, to 
deliver courses to school teachers through 
an in-service program set up the previous 
year by Dr. Pandelis (Pandy) Halamandaris, 
then a professor in BU’s Faculty of 
Education.  A few years later, the BU 
connection transferred to Malawi (some 
800 kilometers to the north) when Dr. Noah 
Sedidishu, the Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Swaziland, became Director 
of the Malawi Institute of Education.

In 1991, the first African students came 
to BU, sponsored through the Canadian 

International Development Agency (CIDA). 
Dr. Novak says, to date, more than 25 
teachers from Swaziland and Malawi have 

graduated from BU with either an MEd or 
BEd degree. “Every student but one has 
returned to Africa to contribute in critical 
ways to homeland education,” he points out.

Through the 1990s, primary grade 
students in Malawi tripled as a result of 
the Universal Primary Education policy. 
The government abolished primary school 
fees, built more schools, and trained and 
hired additional teachers. To meet the 
new demands, the Faculty of Education 
partnered with Simon Fraser University 
and Hickling International in a $6 million 
CIDA program called the Secondary School 
Teacher Education Program (SSTEP). 
Arnold represented the Faculty of Education 
and his spouse, Diane, was contracted as 
the Distance Education Specialist. “We 
developed 155 manuals through SSTEP for 
distance education in Malawi to upgrade 
primary education school teachers to 
secondary education levels“, says Diane, 
including integrated modules dealing with 
gender and HIV/AIDS issues. “This was 
a fundamental building block for distance 
education in Malawi.”

In the fall of 2013, Dr. Novak and Diane 
returned to Africa for the first time since 
living there 10 years ago during SSTEP, 
and were impressed by what they saw. 
“Distance education had never worked 
until this project,” says Dr. Novak. “We 
did it. And now, the Government of 
Malawi is supporting pre-service teacher 
education through distance delivery.” 
Also impressive was the sight of dozens 
of ubiquitous BU book bags in Domasi 
and Lilongwe, donated by BU Campus 
Books. ”Everywhere you could see 
these blue bags,” laughs Dr. Novak. “It 
was quite the event. Thanks also to the 
BU Alumni Association for donating BU 
pens and badges. These were very much 
appreciated by our alumni in Africa.”

The Novaks are now trying to find 
financial sources to support the revision 
and printing of the now outdated SSTEP 
distance learning materials. Dr. Novak 
says, ”The modules are now 10 years 
old, without money available to update or 
rewrite. Canada is currently not funding 
projects in Malawi.” For the Novaks, the 
African connection continues.  
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Dr. Arnie Novak, BA’69, BEd’70

African Connection
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F 
or almost a quarter century, Brandon University has been helping 
educate people living in the poorest, most disease-ravaged parts of 
Africa, primarily through the efforts of Dr. Arnold Novak from the  

Faculty of Education.

FACULTY PROFILE

…to date, more than 25 teachers 
from Swaziland and Malawi have 
graduated from BU with either an MEd 
or BEd degree. “Every student but one 
has returned to Africa to contribute in 
critical ways to homeland education," 
Dr. Novak points out.

Dr. Novak (front row, centre) at the Domasi  
College of Education in Malawi in 2013.
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Robert King, BA’78 – After 
BU, Robert graduated with a 
Bachelor of Laws in 1981 from the 
University of British Columbia. 
Following a trip around the world, 
he began working as a litigator 
with a Vancouver law firm. In 
1989, Robert took a reprieve 
from law and enrolled at the 
New School for Social Research 
in New York City to pursue 
graduate work in economics. 
During this time, he also enrolled 
in the Masters of Law program 
at Columbia University School 
of Law. In 1994, he graduated 
with both a PhD in economics 
and an LLM. Before returning to 
Vancouver in 1995, he became 
a member of the New York Bar. 
Upon returning to Vancouver, he 
began his own litigation practice, 
which he continues to operate, 
specializing in commercial, 
corporate, and securities 
litigation. 

Bob Constans, BSc’81 –  
Bob moved to the Victoria area 
approximately 3 years ago after 
living in Winnipeg for almost 30 
years. His children, Marc and 
Selena, are now grown and on 
their own. After Y2K he turned 
from Computer Programming 
and shifted fully over to Desktop 
& Web Design. After a period of 
time on disability, he is getting 
back to doing things again and 
continues to dabble in the arts 
and play with words.

Tuk C. Wong 
BSc’88 – 
Following 
graduation 
(chemistry), Tuk 
worked in several 

different laboratories. He is now 
a Technical Director of a third 
party laboratory in Guangdong,  
China, providing consumer 
products testing and certification 
services. In November 2010,  
he returned to Brandon 
University. After 22 years he was 
glad to see that the University 
had achieved great progress.  

John Holland, BMus’95 – Since 
graduating in 1995 with BMus, 
John retrained as an Electrical 
Engineering Technologist. After 
10 years with Manitoba Hydro, 
he returned to university and 
recently completed an Electrical 
Engineering degree. Following 
graduation, he returned to 
Manitoba Hydro to assume a 
position in Manitoba Hydro’s 
Engineer in Training division.

James Janzen, BEd’78, BMus’81 
– Since attending BU, James has 
taught music at Dalat School in 
Malaysia, MCI in Gretna, and 
Prairie Bible College and Prairie 
Christian Academy in Alberta. 
He has conducted numerous 
choirs, wind ensembles as 
well as Masterworks that 
include Handel’s Messiah, 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah and 
Haydn’s Creation. At Prairie Bible 
College, he was chairman of the 
Performing Arts and Worship 
Department and was conductor 
of the Ambassador Choir. He also 
led three one-month tours to 
Ukraine. He retired from full-time 
teaching in 2011 and is currently 
travelling throughout Canada, 
Germany, Georgia, Ukraine, and 
Eurasia, where he is conducting, 
teaching, mentoring, coaching, 
consulting and developing 
educational resources. 

Grant Slessor, BGS’84 –  
After 13 years as Executive 
Director for the Canadian 
Athletic Therapists Association, 
Grant returned to Mount 
Royal University to work in the 
Faculty of Continuing Education 
and Extension, as Program 
Coordinator, Business and 
Professional Education. 

Tara Klassen, 
BSc’02 –  
After BU, Tara 
continued her 
studies, earning 
her PhD in 

Biological Sciences from the 
University of Alberta in 2007.  
As an Epilepsy Foundation 

Postdoctoral Fellow, she spent 
the next six years as part of the 
Department of Neurology at 
Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston, TX. During her research 
on epilepsy genetics, Tara 
contributed to the identification 
of the first two genes for Sudden 
Unexpected Death in Epilepsy. 
Her collaboration with the Human 
Genome Sequencing Center 
revealed that people with 
non-familial sporadic epilepsy 
frequently have multiple gene 
mutations in known human 
epilepsy genes. In 2010 the 
Brandon University Alumni 
Association recognized these 
accomplishments by awarding 
Tara their Inaugural Outstanding 
Young Alumni Award. She is now 

an Assistant Professor in the 
Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at the University of 
British Columbia. 

Trevor Horn, 
BBA’07 –  
Since gradation, 
Trevor has been 
employed by RBC, 
originally as an 

Account Manager and for the past 
three years as a Senior Account 
Manager, Business & Personal. 
His banking career has taken  
him to a number of different 
communities such as Carman, 
Somerset, Shoal Lake, Virden and 
now back to his hometown of 
Brandon, where he resides with 
his fiancé and daughter. 
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IN TOUCH
Stay connected with university friends and classmates

ALUMNI
Dorothy (Webb) McDowell, BA’33
November 4, 2013
Dorothy C. Tinline, BA’42
February 2, 2013  
Beverlee E. Jason, BSc’49
April 12, 2012 
Josephine M. Deane, BA’49 
October 3, 2011 
Arthur J. Mantell, BA’53
July 28, 2013 
Emma D. Fotheringhame, BA’58, BEd’73
March 8, 2013
Clare W. Coburn, BSc’59
October 30, 2013 
Roletta Parker, TTC’60
March 15, 2013 
Alberta B. Miller, Associate ‘64
June 29, 2013  
Katherine M. Kaye, BA’69
July 30, 2013  
Christopher D. Sims, Associate ‘70
March 6, 2013  
Lydia Comty, BA’79
May 8, 2013  
Carrie C. Kennedy, BEd’82
October  11, 2009  
Christopher W. Ross, Associate ’90
April 22, 2013 
Shawn de Delley, BA’92
September 6, 2013  

Evans R. Merasty, BEd’95
December 3, 2011  
Shanley L. Vrooman, Associate ‘08
June 24, 2012 

STAFF / FACULTY
Irvine Eggleton 
Carpenter, 1966-1986
October 16, 2013
Bruce Forrest 
Associate Professor,  
Department of Chemistry, 1986-2013
October 9, 2013
Jean Gemmell
Cleaner, Physical Plant, 1982-2007 
September 29, 2013
Bernice Gladstone 
Cleaner, Physical Plant, 1978-1988  
September 13, 2013
Mary Parkhurst 
Kindergarten Teacher,  
Faculty of Education, 1968-1976
June 17, 2013
Evan Pepper 
Associate Professor, Botany,  
Faculty of Science, 1967-1988
March 27, 2013
James M. Skinner 
Professor, Dept. of History, 1967-1993
August 1, 2013
Walter Hekster
School of Music, 1965-1971
December 31, 2012 

Alumni Authors
Brothers Timothy Goater BSc’83 and Cam Goater 
BSc’85 have recently written a book, Parasitism: 
The Diversity and Ecology of Animal Parasites 
and will be published by Cambridge Universty 
Press in January 2014.  

In Memoriam
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Brandon University celebrated this year’s Homecoming October 
18-20. Alumni and friends reunited throughout the weekend of 
events.  Special congratulations to the classes who celebrated 
milestone anniversaries. To view more Homecoming 2013 photos, 
please visit our website at brandonu.ca/homecoming/gallery .

SPORTS WALL OF FAME UNVEILED

Brandon University honoured alumni Dick & Verda McDonald during 
Homecoming Weekend with the official unveiling and naming of the DICK 
AND VERDA McDONALD SPORTS WALL OF FAME in the new Healthy 
Living Centre. Dick was an Associate of the Class of 1955 and obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts in 1960 and a Bachelor of Education in 1967. Verda (née 
Peden) received Bachelor’s degrees in Arts in 1955 and Pedagogy in 1956.

The McDonalds have generously supported student success at 
Brandon University through countless volunteer hours, and the Dick 
and Verda McDonald Bursaries in Men’s and Women’s Basketball and 
Volleyball.  To date, they have donated over $103,000. Verda is Past-
President of the Brandon University Alumni Association. Dick received 
the Foundation’s Outstanding Volunteer Fundraiser Award in 2013. Both 
were given the Alumni Award for Distinguished Service in 2010.

Homecoming
2013

BU Alumni Chapter Launched  
in Winnipeg 
The Brandon University Alumni Association is pleased to 
announce the launch of a new BU Alumni Chapter in Winnipeg, 
MB. An Organizational Meeting and Election of Officers took 
place on November 19, where Mr. Gerald Butler ’63 was elected 
as Chair and Mrs. Cecile Chambers’89 as Vice-Chair. Thanks 
and congratulations are extended to all the newly elected 
Chapter representatives.

The purpose of the Chapter is to strengthen the relationship 
of alumni with the life of the University through providing 
opportunities for alumni to participate in social, recreational, 
and educational programs that encourage professional and 
social networking.

If you would like to become involved in the Chapter,  
please contact the BU Alumni Association at 204-727-9697  
or at alumni@brandonu.ca. Vacancies remain for  
G.O.L.D. (Graduate of the Last Decade) Ambassador and 
Members-at-Large.

Mark Your Calendars
The Winnipeg & Area Alumni Chapter will be hosting:
• A Bobcat Volleyball Event on January 22 at the University 

of Winnipeg at 6:00 pm
• A BU Alumni Happy Hour on February 26 at the Irish Club  

in Winnipeg at 5:30 pm

The Calgary & Area Alumni Chapter will be hosting a  
Bobcat Volleyball Event on Saturday, February 9, 2014  
at the University of Calgary.

HOMECOMING 2014 — OCTOBER 17–19 
Join us for Homecoming 2014 as we celebrate the special 
anniversary classes of 1944, 1954, 1964, 1974, 1984 & 1989. Call 
the Alumni Association to help organize your class reunion!

NOTICE for TTC 1963-64
Brandon College Teacher Training class of 1963-64 will be 
celebrating their 50th Anniversary Reunion at Oak Lake 
Island Golf Course, Oak Lake, MB on September 11, 2014. 
To receive an invitation, please confirm your address by 
contacting Joan Veselovsky at 204-748-3057 or 204-748-7957 
(cell) or jveselov@mts.net.

Call for Nominations
Nominate a fellow Graduate. The Brandon University Alumni 
Association invites you to nominate candidates for the 
following awards:
• Distinguished Alumni Award for Career Achievement
• Distinguished Alumni Award for Community Service
• Distinguished Young Alumni Award
• Award for Exceptional Service
• Wall of Fame Award
Nomination deadline for above awards: May 30, 2014

• Excellence in Teaching Award
Nomination deadline: April 1, 2014
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WALL OF FAME AWARD
Dan Bjarnason, BA’63

ALUMNI AWARD WINNERS

OUTSTANDING YOUNG 
ALUMNI AWARD
Dr. Jenny Dupuis, MEd’07

ALUMNI AWARD FOR 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
Carol Ross Harms, BMus’74 (posthumously)

Class of 1963 celebrating their 50th Anniversary
Back Row (L-R): Len Rivers, Spence Bell, Brian Foster, Rae Westcott,  
John Chudzik, David Bergman;  Front Row (L-R): Malcolm Davidson,  
George Trowell, Verna (Moore) Keeler, Bob Ireland, Gerald Butler

Class of 1963 TTC celebrating their 50th Anniversary
Back Row (L-R): Larry McCrady, Bonnie (McDonald) Beyak, Josie (Wilkes) Cuff, 
Betty-Ann (Zacharias) Kilbrei, Fern (Heaman) Hanson, Fay (Long) Bridge, Arnold 
Grambo;  Front Row (L-R): Mary (Rittaler) McKibbin, Anne (Hayward) Anderson, 
Marilyn (Stinson) Tait, Joan (Tucker) Bolton, Glen Bridge

Class of 1953 celebrating their 60th Anniversary
Back Row (L-R): John Brown, Bob Blair;  
Front Row (L-R): Catherine Nelson, Ariel (Genik) Wadsworth

Class of 1958 celebrating their 55th Anniversary
Back Row (L-R): Ian Dickson, Heather Stewart, Brian Thorkelson, James Callander;  Front Row (L-R): 
Eleanor (Bryan) Walenius, Janet (Southern) Adams, Dilys (Pearce) Collier, Elaine (Fraser) Rust

Thank you to our partner Industrial Alliance for 
sponsoring our Homecoming Welcome Reception .
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RESEARCH

BU Researchers Receive CFI Grants
A 

trio of Brandon 
University  
researchers has 

been awarded more than 
half-a-million dollars in 
grants through the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation 
(CFI) Leaders Opportunity 
Fund (LOF), which includes 
additional industry funding.

Dr. Martin Lemaire receives 
$472,032 to outfit a new 
laboratory in BU’s Chemistry 
Department to research 
molecular spintronic 
materials, a relatively new 
field of study. The technology 
is used, among other things, 
to dramatically increase 
storage capacity in computer 
hard drives. 

Dr. Wendy Untereiner, 
Department of Biology, 
has been awarded $86,437 
for high-quality imaging 
equipment in the Department 
of Biology. The state-of-the-
art microscope and digital 
capture hardware will allow 
Dr. Untereiner to examine the 
millions of un-described fungi 
found throughout Canada.

Dr. David Greenwood, 
Department of Biology,  
with co-investigator 
Dr. Johannes Koch, Department 
of Geography, will receive 
$43,682 for microscope 
upgrades to research global 
greenhouse conditions which 
existed 52 million years ago, 
as well as the timing of glacial 
retreats in the Canadian 
Rockies.

NSCERC Discovery 
Grant for BU Study

CFI grant holder Dr. 
Wendy Untereiner has also 
been awarded an NSERC 
grant to study micro-
organisms in Manitoba soil 
that may assist in identifying 
new infectious diseases of 
reptiles and other animals.

The $135,000 Discovery 
Grant from the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Canada 
(NSERC) will fund several 
projects over the next five 
years in Brandon and the 
Narcisse area.

BU Studies Problem  
Gambling in Manitoba

Psychology professor Vance 
MacLaren is studying people’s 
gambling habits, to assist 
in the development of new 
programs to help problem 
gamblers.

Dr. Maclaren is co-
investigating with Dr. Michael 
Ellery from the University 
of Manitoba in a research 
project entitled, Personality 
and Motives for Gambling 
Among Frequent VLT Players. 
The study is supported by 
a $50,000 grant from the 
Manitoba Gambling Research 
Program and $7,500 from the 
BU Research Committee.

Research is expected to be 
completed in early 2014.  

BU Examines Cultural 
Factors in Classroom 
Learning 
Donna Forsyth, BU Faculty 
of Education, is researching 
children’s oral and written 
language development, 
with the goal of creating 
new teaching methods that 
incorporate cultural factors into 
Canadian classrooms.

The work is part of a $2.8 
million nation-wide project 
which brings together the 
University of Toronto as the 
lead institution and BU and the 
University of Saskatchewan as 
partner institutions. The project 
is funded through a Partnership 
Grant from the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC). 

Dr. Martin Lemaire Dr. Wendy Untereiner Drs. Koch and Greenwood

Donna Forsyth

Dr. Vance MacLaren
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NSERC Undergraduate 
Student Research Awards

BU Explores Stars with Hubble Telescope

Gates Foundation Funds BU Researcher

Brandon University professor, 
Dr. Austin Gulliver is working 
with researchers around the 
globe, exploring some of the 
most important stars in our 
sky with the Hubble Space 
Telescope.

“This is an unusually large 
and significant project,” says Dr. 
Gulliver, chair of BU’s Physics 
and Astronomy Department. 
“The information that we gather 
could lead to new discoveries 
about these stars and our 

universe, by us or researchers  
in the future, using new 
techniques yet to be developed 
to review the data we have 
collected and archived.”

Dr. Gulliver is the lone 
Canadian among 30 researchers 
from the US, France, Germany, 
Belgium, Italy, Turkey, and  
New Zealand using the  
Hubble to observe “hot stars”, 
which are 10,000 to 100,000 
degrees compared to our sun  
at 6,000 degrees.

Six Brandon University students have been awarded NSERC 
(Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of 
Canada) Undergraduate Student Research Awards. These 
awards are valued at $4,500 per student, with further 
supplements from the Vice President (Academic & Provost) 
and faculty members’ personal research grants. The students 
work on a research project in a field supported by NSERC 
over sixteen consecutive weeks under the direct supervision 
of a faculty member who holds an NSERC Research Grant.

The students, supervisors, and projects are as follows:

Nico Bonanno working under Dr. Martin Lemaire (Chemistry) 
— “Metal complexes of stable radicals”

Dylan McGill working under Dr. Martin Lemaire (Chemistry) — 
“Spin-crossover Type II and III conducting metallopolymers”

Darla Palmer working under Dr. Bernadette Ardelli (Biology) 
— “Characterizing the role of the DMT superfamily in drug 
resistance”

Danielle Sharanowski working under Dr. Bernadette Ardelli 
(Biology) — “Characterization of RNAi in Cryptobia salmositica”

Joseph Smith working under Dr. Margaret Carrington 
(Physics & Astronomy) — “Renormalization group flow 
equations at next to leading order”

Theresa Urichuk working under Dr. Janet Koprivnikar (Biology) 
— “Parasite effects on host behaviour and physiology”

For more information on the awards:
nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/UG-PC/ 
USRA-BRPC_eng.asp

A top researcher at Brandon 
University hoping to cure 
devastating tropical diseases 
is getting help from a multi-
billion dollar fund established 
by the co-founder of Microsoft.

Biology professor  
Dr. Bernadette Ardelli is a 
co-principal investigator with 
Dr. Robert Greenberg from 
Penn State in a project that 
will study tropical diseases, 
including schistosomiasis and 
filariasis, which to date, lack 
effective vaccines. Their work 
could lead to better treatment 
and control of tropical diseases 
that threaten millions of people 
around the world.

“We hope to show that 
existing drugs can be used 
to successfully treat these 
dangerous yet understudied 
tropical diseases,” says Dr. 

Ardelli. “The alternative is 
waiting years and years for 
the development of expensive 
new drugs and therapies.”

Drs. Ardelli and Greenberg 
will share $100,000 awarded 
through the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, one of the 
largest private foundations in 
the world. This is the first time 
a BU researcher has received 
funding through the Foundation. 
Dr. Ardelli’s project was one 
of 84 selected for funding from 
2,700 applications.

RESEARCH

Dr. Austin Gulliver

Dr. Bernadette Ardelli

Nico Bonanno Dylan McGill

Joseph Smith

Darla Palmer

Danielle Sharanowski Theresa Urichuk



2020 Alumni News | Winter 2013-14 Brandon University

IN PRINT

History professor Dr. Lynn  
MacKay has written a 
compelling vision of the poor 
in London in the 19th century, 
when that city had one of the 
largest urban populations in 
the world.

  “We know all about the 
wealthy,” says Dr. MacKay, 
“because they have written 
their history. My book tells the 
stories of the poor—their lives, 
behaviours and aspirations.”

Respectability and the 
London Poor 1780-1870 
examines the culture of the 
poor during the Industrial 
Revolution and how the poor 
were affected by changes to 
housing, transportation and 
social safety nets, and a lack 
of consistent, decent-paying 
employment.

  Dr. MacKay, researching 
and writing in London, 
uncovered fascinating stories 

about people in the days of 
workhouses and widespread 
poverty. Streets in the capital 
reeked with garbage and 
sewage, and were clogged 
with a free-for-all of people, 
horses, carts and vendors; the 
poor, living in close proximity 
to the wealthy were hidden 
away in back alleys and 
congested courtyards.

  “The criticism of the poor, 
then and now, is that they 

were and are unmotivated,” 
says Dr. MacKay. “This book 
creates context; I hope in 
reading it, people become a 
little more thoughtful about 
the poor today.”

Respectability and the 
London Poor 1780-1870, 
released in Britain in April  
and in North America 
July 30th, is available through 
online booksellers including 
Amazon.com.

Dr. Bruce Strang, BU’s 
Dean of Arts and history 
professor, has put together 
a new book about a pre-war 
invasion in Africa with strong 
parallels to the colonization of 
First Nations people in Canada.

Collision of Empires:  
Italy’s Invasion of Ethiopia 
and its International Impact, 
recounts the last great 
European colonial conquest  
in Africa in 1935.

“This book speaks to 
an important, often ignored 

subject,” says Dr. Strang, “the 
genocide inflicted on one 
country by another determined 
to make a domestic population 
subservient. The Ethiopian 
story is compelling on its own, 
offering real perspective on not 
only the Canadian Aboriginal 
experience, but collective 
security and how a conflict in a 
small state can destabilize the 
international system.”

Dr. Strang says Collision 
of Empires contains the first 
systemic new research on 

Ethiopia in 30 years, bringing 
together an international 
cast of 11 scholars accessing 
dozens of archives to write 13 
chapters examining a pivotal 
point in international relations 
leading into World War ll. 
“No one scholar could have 
produced this work,”  
he says.

“This book represents 
an important contribution to 
literature,” says BU’s Vice-
President of Academics and 
Provost, Dr. Gervan Fearon. 

“The Ethiopian-Italian conflict 
was punctuated by Emperor 
Haile Selassie appealing to 
the League of Nations in 1936 
for assistance. Bob Marley’s 
1976 song War highlights this 
conflict as fundamental to our 
understanding of historical and 
contemporary political and 
cultural issues.”

Collision of Empires is the 
third book that Dr. Strang has 
written or consulted on, and 
is available through Ashgate 
Publishing and Amazon.ca.

Dean of Arts Publishes Book on Colonial Conquest

Professor Pens New Book on the Poor

Dr. Bruce Strang Dr. Lynn MacKay



21Brandon University www.brandonu.ca/alumni

Dr. Lynn MacKay

BUILD CAMPAIGN

T 
he BUILD Campaign supports Brandon University’s 
commitment to become a university of choice 
not only for students from the City of Brandon, 

and the Province of Manitoba, but also nationally and 
internationally. The BUILD Campaign is currently raising 
$22 million to support a targeted and holistic approach 
for increasing student success at BU in the context of 
a progressively more competitive university system. 
The result of a successful campaign will be Brandon 
University’s continued advancement, growth and ability 
to prepare our students for thriving careers and engaged 
citizenship.

Investors Group
Brandon University is pleased to thank Investors Group for a gift 

of $50,000 to the Brandon University Healthy Living Centre through 
the BUILD Campaign. The Healthy Living Centre provides BU and 
the Westman community with a state-of-the-art facility for sports, 
recreation and healthy living and allows for enhanced community 
programming.

This most recent gift marks the strong, supportive relationship 
between Investors Group and Brandon University, and caps off a 
giving history that totals over $200,000 to date. Their past gifts have 
supported Bobcats Athletics, the Investors Group Distinguished 
Speakers Series and various other projects.

“Investors Group is pleased to support the Brandon University 
Healthy Living Center benefitting everyone in Western Manitoba,” 
said Tim Rowan, Regional Director of the Investors Group Western 
Manitoba office in Brandon. “We are committed to supporting 
worthwhile initiatives such as this to help our communities stay 
healthy, grow and prosper.”

Investors Group, founded in 1926, is a national leader in 
delivering personalized financial solutions to Canadians  
through a network of approximately 4,600 Consultants located 
throughout Canada.

John & Nancy Kelleher, Kelleher Ford
With their generous gift of $50,000 over the next three years,  

John and Nancy Kelleher and Kelleher Ford are setting a strong 
example of support for Brandon University within this community.  
By giving to the BUILD Campaign’s General Fund, this gift will go 
directly toward the area most in need of support for BU students.

This gift signifies the start of a new partnership, and Brandon 
University is delighted to count John and Nancy (née Harwood) 

and the Kelleher Ford brand as strong supporters of student 
success here in our hometown. 

“Nancy and I are extremely proud to support Brandon 
University,” says John Kelleher, General Manager of Kelleher Ford.  
“Between the Kelleher and Harwood families, three generations 
have graduated from Brandon University.  We feel it is imperative 
that local business supports the community we live in, and Brandon 
University is an ideal organization for us to contribute to.  We thank 
BU for everything they have done over the years to support our 
students and our community.”

Kelleher Ford is a top-ranked Ford dealership in Manitoba and 
offers customers a full range of sales, parts and service options. 

Campaign Update

Dr. Tom Breneman (right), BUILD Campaign Chair, accepts a gift from  
John and Nancy Kelleher.

Tim Rowan, Regional Director, 
Investors Group Financial Services Inc. with Dr. Deborah Poff.

From Athletics to Physics, donations touch every aspect of student life. 
Tell us exactly how you want to give today...

brandonu.ca/build | build@brandonu.ca | 204-727-7374Homes | Lo-

Scott Vercaigne | Physics Student and Bobcat, Men’s Volleyball
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BUILD CAMPAIGN

B 
randon University’s BUILD Campaign was recently 
bolstered by two major gifts to new and existing 
award funds through the BUILD Scholarships 

and Bursaries pillar. This campaign pillar supports a 
redesigned and reinvigorated enrolment management 
plan to increase recruitment and retention of top students 
at Brandon University.

Connor, Clark & Lunn Financial Group
Vancouver-based Connor, Clark & Lunn Financial Group’s 

recent donation of $100,000 to Brandon University marks the 
strengthening of a long-standing partnership. This gift, pledged 
over the next five years, establishes the Connor, Clark & 
Lunn Scholarship-Bursary in Business Administration. When 
fully-established, this award will support a full-time Business 
Administration student at a value of approximately $4,500 annually 
on the basis of both demonstrated academic achievement and 
financial need. 

This is Connor, Clark & Lunn’s second major gift to establish an 
award at Brandon University. The Connor, Clark & Lunn Financial 
Group Bursary in Music was established in 2008 and funds an  
award of approximately $2,800 per year to a deserving student in  
the School of Music. 

“Connor, Clark & Lunn Financial Group is pleased to support 
Brandon University’s business administration students in 
achieving their full potential,” says Larry Lunn, Chairman of 
Connor, Clark & Lunn Financial Group. “The University’s Business 
Administration program combines core business curriculum with 
exposure to liberal arts and sciences resulting in a well-rounded 
education. We are a proud supporter of Brandon University and 
their long history of excellence in education.” Connor, Clark 
& Lunn Financial Group is one of Canada’s largest privately 
owned Canadian asset management firms and is responsible for 
the investment of over $46 billion in financial assets on behalf 
of institutional, private and retail clients. The Connor, Clark & 
Lunn Foundation was created in 1999 to fund programs and 
not-for-profit organizations that promote a better environment, 
improvements to education, advances in science and medicine, 
stronger communities and the arts.

Heathbridge Capital Management Ltd.
With a recent commitment of $40,000 toward an existing 

endowment fund at Brandon University, Toronto-based 
Heathbridge Capital Management is opening more doors for 
BU Music students with the Heathbridge Capital Management 

Ltd. Scholarship in Jazz Studies. With this addition to the fund, 
as well as matching MSBI-allocated dollars, an annual award 
of approximately $4,500 will be available to a Jazz Performance 
student at Brandon University.

 President Rob Richards says, “Heathbridge has been associated 
with Brandon University for seventeen years. We are very gratified 
to have been able to make a difference to this community.”

Heathbridge Capital Management, wholly owned by 
employees, provides discretionary money management to 
individuals and foundations. Believing corporate responsibility 
includes community support, Heathbridge donates five percent of 
its operating profits to charity. 

Scholarships & Bursaries

Dr. Deborah Poff with Lori Satov from Connor, Clark and Lunn.

Dr. Deborah Poff (centre) accepts a gift to the BUILD Campaign from Heathbridge’s 
President, Robert Richards (left), and Vice-President Finance, Rupel Ruparella (right).
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Date Women’s Basketball Men’s Basketball Women’s Volleyball Men’s Volleyball

Canada West Conference Schedule

Friday, Jan. 10 Thompson Rivers (6:00 pm) Thompson Rivers (8:00 pm) Thompson Rivers (6:00 pm) Thompson Rivers (7:45 pm)

Saturday, Jan. 11 UBC-Okanagan (5:00 pm) UBC-Okanagan (7:00 pm) Thompson Rivers (5:00 pm) Thompson Rivers (6:45 pm)

Friday, Jan. 17 Manitoba (6:00 pm) Manitoba (8:00 pm) UBC (6:00 pm) UBC (8:00 pm)

Saturday, Jan. 18 Manitoba (5:00 pm) Manitoba (7:00 pm) UBC (5:00 pm) UBC (7:00 pm)

Wednesday, Jan. 22 Winnipeg (6:00 pm) Winnipeg (7:30 pm)

Thursday, Jan. 23 Winnipeg (6:00 pm) Winnipeg (8:00 pm)

Friday, Jan. 24 Winnipeg (6:00 pm) Winnipeg (7:45 pm)

Saturday, Jan. 25 Winnipeg (6:00 pm) Winnipeg (8:00 pm)

Friday, Jan. 31 Trinity Western (6:00 pm) Trinity Western (8:00 pm) Trinity Western (6:00 pm) Trinity Western (7:45 pm)

Saturday, Feb. 1 Fraser Valley (5:00 pm) Fraser Valley (7:00 pm) Trinity Western (5:00 pm) Trinity Western (6:45 pm)

Friday, Feb. 7 Lethbridge (6:00 pm) Lethbridge (8:00 pm) Calgary (6:00 pm) Calgary (7:30 pm)

Saturday, Feb. 8 Lethbridge (5:00 pm) Lethbridge (7:00 pm) Calgary (5:00 pm) Calgary (6:30 pm)

Friday, Feb. 14 Regina (6:15 pm) Regina (8:15 pm)

Saturday, Feb. 15 Regina (5:00 pm) Regina (7:00 pm)

Canada West and CIS Playoffs TBA

2014 Brandon University Bobcats Schedule
  Home games         Away games       Numbers in brackets indicate start time.

January 23 & 24, 2014
C3: creative, cutting-edge, 
collaboration
Performances, composers’ forum,  
and pre-concert talks
Megumi Masaki, Artistic Director  
BU New Music Ensemble 
BU Percussion Ensemble, with Victoria Sparks 
XIE, with Gordon Fitzell

Programme will include works by guest composers 
Keith Hamel and Gordon Fitzell 

The 2014 edition of the BUNMF will feature the Manitoba 
premiere of one of Hamel’s latest works entitled Touch.  
It is a composition for piano, interactive computer 
processing, and gesture tracking of the pianist’s hands. 

Megumi Masaki

WHAT’S ON

All pro series tickets and subscriptions  
can be purchased at the door or in advance at the School of Music. 

Seating is limited.For more information please call 204-727-9631.

www.brandonu.ca/music/pro-series

Tuesday, January 14, 2014
The Faculty Concert
The pro series’ showcase of the School of Music’s in-
house talent features Brandon University’s music faculty 
members—outstanding professional musicians in their  
own right. This evening of unparalleled music-making is  
an annual favourite, offering a wide-ranging programme,  
from standard repertoire to newly composed works.

Tuesday, January 28, 2014  
musica intima
Programme will include Whitacre 
– With a Lily in Your Hand ; Healey – 
Salish and Inuit; Pärt – Bogoroditse ; 
Janequin – Chant des oiseaux ; 
Schafer – Magic Songs ; Finzi –  
My Spirit Sang All Day

This Vancouver-based  
eight-voice ensemble 
commissions and champions the music of Canadian 
composers, collaborates with a wide range of groups 
and artists, and has appeared in prominent national and 
international festivals. This is the group’s first appearance  
in the pro series.

musica intima

the pro seriesschool of music
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