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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Alumni and Friends:

By the time you read this we will have brought the BU & 

YOU Campaign to a successful conclusion. Just about 

now many of you are sitting back on your porches or in 

your backyards enjoying the beginnings of a long, hot 

summer. It is time to celebrate, but it is also a time to 

plan for the future.

Universities all have special needs and while the BU & 

YOU Campaign filled some special requirements of 

many of the faculties, we still have some holes to fill. So 

as one campaign ends, we begin two more: the 

Standing Ovation Campaign and a joint venture with the 

YMCA and the City of Brandon to build a new recreation 

complex on campus.

I look forward to speaking to many of you about both of 

these campaigns because your Alma Mater depends 

on your generosity to help keep quality standards at a 

high level. That is what campaigns are really all about.

Quality is issue number one for Brandon University over 

the next two years. Every dollar that you contribute 

improves the environment for students, staff and 

faculty. BU can truly be considered the jewel of the 

Midwest. It needs your support to keep it shining like the 

star of the north that it has become.

Enjoy your summer. Think of us often.

Warmest regards,
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Louis P. Visentin, Ph.D.
President & Vice-Chancellor



2007 HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS

Diedre Irons
Diedre Irons was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba and as a child prodigy she came to the attention of Russian-born 
composer/violinist/pianist Sophie-Carmen (Sonia) Eckhardt-Gramatté (for whom Brandon University’s Eckhardt-Gramatté 
Conservatory of Music is named) whose master pupil she became. Diedre made her first solo appearance with the Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra at the age of 12 and at age 18 made her official début with that orchestra playing Stravinsky’s Concerto for 
Piano and Winds. She graduated from the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia and was subsequently invited by her teacher, 
Rudolf Serkin, to join the faculty of the prestigious conservatory. She taught there for seven years, during which she also toured 
Canada and the United States as a soloist and chamber musician. In 1977, Diedre moved to New Zealand where she continues 
to live and perform with the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, the Auckland Philharmonia, and the Christchurch Symphony. In 
addition, she has toured many times under the auspices of Chamber Music New Zealand, and has recorded extensively for 
Radio New Zealand. Diedre continues to travel internationally, and to date has presented concerts in 25 countries. In 2003 she 
recorded the five Beethoven piano concerti with the Christchurch Symphony. A senior lecturer in piano at the University of 
Canterbury from 1992-2003, she is currently on the faculty of the New Zealand School of Music in Wellington.

Bill Morrison
Born in Hamilton, Ontario, Bill Morrison received his Bachelor of Arts from McMaster University in 1963, his Master of Arts from 
McMaster in 1964, and a Ph.D. from the University of Western Ontario in 1973. Dr. Morrison taught in the History Department at 
Brandon University from 1969 to 1989 and at Lakehead University from 1989 to 1992. He joined the University of Northern British 
Columbia in 1992, where he continues to teach today. In 1992, Dr. Morrison also became the first Dean of Research and 
Graduate Studies at the University of Northern British Columbia. He has also taught as a visiting professor at the University of 
Victoria (in 2001) and as a Distinguished Visiting Professor at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. Dr. Morrison published 
his first book, Showing the Flag: the Mounted Police and Canadian Sovereignty in the North, 1894-1925 in 1985, and has authored 
or co-authored 11 more since then, mostly on northern topics, and also including My Dear Maggie: Letters from a Western 
Manitoba Pioneer (1991) with K.S. Coates, and his most recent, Strange Things Done: Murder in Yukon History (2004) also with 
Coates. Dr. Morrison currently has more books in progress, and lives in British Columbia with his wife and four children.

Fred Penner
Fred Penner is an acclaimed family entertainer, singer/songwriter, composer, actor, writer, author and TV host whose 25-year 
career has seen him achieve great success in all of these genres of performing and communication.  From delivering a prolific 12 
children’s albums and performing countless energetically packed live shows for throngs of eager audiences across North 
America; to composing the music for APTN/YTV’s Tipi Tales; to writing the score and hosting the TV documentary The Simple Way 
(focused on the relevant, world-wide topic of voluntary simplicity), Fred has, without a doubt, established himself as a 
fundamental part of the North American family entertainment scene. Whether it’s through CDs, videos, books or television, his 
cornerstone philosophy remains the same: absolute trust that what he does can make a difference. Fred is a four-time recipient of 
the Parents’ Choice Award, a two-time Juno award winner (and eight time nominee), and was the first ever winner of the Prairie 
Music Award for Outstanding Children’s Recording. In addition, Fred was honoured by the Canadian Institute of Child Health in 
2000 for his contribution to the well-being and safety of children, and is a humble recipient of the Order of Canada, the highest 
recognition given to a Canadian citizen.  In 2005, Fred journeyed to Zambia, Africa with World Vision to host a program for Child 
Sponsorship in the Western World. Currently living in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Fred is also a devoted father of four and husband of 25 
years.

Warren Winkler
The Honourable Justice Mr. Warren Winkler grew up in Pincher Creek, Alberta, and was educated at the Universities of Manitoba 
and Toronto, and at Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto. He received a Master of Laws degree in 1964, and was called to the Bar 
in 1965. Practicing from the very outset as a specialist in labour law, he was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1977. A leader at 
Ontario’s labour bar, he served as co-chair of the Law Society’s program in labour law for over 20 years, and in 1982, he co-
founded the labour law firm Winkler, Filion and Wakely in Toronto, which continues today as Filion Wakely Thorup and Angeletti. 
He was appointed a judge of the Ontario Superior Court in 1993 and became the Senior Justice for the Toronto region in 2004, 
administering the third largest trial court in Canada. As a Superior Court Judge, Justice Winkler has had a hand in resolving many 
high-profile disputes, including ones involving Hep-C tainted blood, Bre-X stock fraud, the Walkerton Water Disaster and Ontario 
Hydro and Power workers. In 2006, he arbitrated the agreement between University of Toronto and its faculty, and he also played 
a major role in the restructuring of Air Canada. Despite all of this activity, Justice Winkler has found time to pursue a longstanding 
interest in the environment. The founding Chair of the environmental law section of the Canadian Bar Association, he currently 
acts as Chair of the Long Point Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Fund and as a member of the board of directors of Bird Studies 
Canada. Justice Winkler currently lives in Toronto with his wife Ruth (with whom he has two daughters and two granddaughters), 
and also has a farm near Markdale, Ontario where they spend every weekend with their Labrador dogs, Maggie and Gretzky.
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2007 BU AWARD RECIPIENTS

PRESIDENT’S MEDALS:
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Alexander Tselyakov: An Associate Professor of Piano at Brandon University’s School of 

Music, distinguished pianist Alexander Tselyakov began his concert career with the State 

Philharmonic Orchestra in his native Soviet Union at the age of nine. Combining virtuosity 

with breath-taking musicality in the Russian tradition of great pianists, Tselyakov has won 

prizes, played in famous concert venues, and elicited standing ovations all over the world. 

Active as a chamber musician, Tselyakov collaborates with many leading Canadian 

musicians and is Artistic Director of the Pender Harbour Chamber Music Festival in British 

Columbia and of the Clear Lake Chamber Music Festival in Manitoba. For more information, 

please visit http://www.tselyakov.com/.

Colleen Cutschall: A faculty member at Brandon University since 1985, Colleen Cutschall 

began teaching in the Native Studies department before being hired into a tenure track 

position in Visual Arts in 1989. During her time at BU, Cutschall has tirelessly pursued her 

dream of an integrated art history and studio department at BU that acknowledges 

Aboriginal art alongside the western canon. A highly respected artist whose work has been 

commissioned and whose lecturing has been sought all over North America, Cutschall has 

led the BU Visual and Aboriginal Arts department through being awarded degree status and 

the development of a new fine arts building that includes the student-run Glen P. Sutherland 

Gallery of Art. For more information, please visit:

http://www.brandonu.ca/academic/arts/Departments/Aboriginal/cutschall.htm.

Mike Labossiere
Elton Collegiate

Forrest, Manitoba

Mavis Halls
Pierson School

Pierson, Manitoba

Angelika Bate
Margaret Barbour Collegiate Institute

The Pas, Manitoba

DISTINGUISHED TEACHER AWARDS:



BU NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS

Brandon University Alumni Association announces $10,000
in new scholarships for BU students

$50 Million Boost for Research in Western Canada

New funding will increase access to international scholarly content
for Brandon University students and researchers

BU Bobcats bring home Silver Medal from Canadian
Interuniversity Sport finals

Mr. Glen Gatin appointed director of Campus Manitoba

In January 2007, the Brandon University Alumni Association (BUAA) announced the creation of 
$10,000 in new scholarships for Brandon University students. The Alumni Association has set up five 
scholarships of $2,000 each; one each for Brandon University’s faculties of Science, Arts, Education, 
Music and Health Studies. The awards were established with funds generated through the J.R.C. 
Evans Endowment Fund, and will be awarded to final year students only, with a minimum 3.0 GPA. 
Allocation will be based on a combination of both academics and need, and students can apply for the 
scholarships now, with the first ones being awarded at the beginning of the 2007/2008 academic year.

A groundbreaking $88 million federal investment in national High Performance Computing (HPC) 
resources is poised to benefit researchers across Canada, including WestGrid users at Brandon 
University.  Brandon University is a partner in WestGrid, one of Canada’s seven major HPC consortia 
that together are creating a pan-Canadian network of HPC facilities. The National Platforms Fund 
(NPF), built on $78 million from the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) and $10 million from the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC), was announced on December 21, 
2006 in support of this unified HPC strategy. Matching funds from provincial and industry sources will 
bring total NPF funding to nearly $180 million. The investment marks the first time CFI has identified a 
specific research infrastructure as a strategic priority for the country and brought together all 
stakeholders – universities, provincial and federal funding agencies – to collaborate on the 
development of a purposefully shared pan-Canadian resource. Brandon University is one of 61 
partners across Canada.

In February 2007, the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) announced a $19.1 million investment to 
support the development of a new infrastructure for social sciences and humanities research that will 
greatly benefit Brandon University researchers and students. The funds were awarded to the Canadian 
Research Knowledge Network (CRKN), a consortium of universities from across Canada (of which 
Brandon University is a member) that provides its members with online access to a wide range of 
research content through licensing and purchase agreements with Canadian and international 
publishers. The acquisition of digital content from international sources will enable over 800,000 
researchers and graduate students across Canada, including those at BU, to draw upon a wealth of 
digital journals, databases and other scholarly content from social sciences and humanities 
disciplines. The initiative is an expansion of an already successful CRKN program that provides 
Canadian researchers with access to international content in the natural and health sciences.

The Brandon University Bobcats men’s basketball team ended an unforgettable 2006-2007 season by 
bringing home the Canadian Interuniversity Sport Silver Medal this March after pushing the Carleton 
Ravens to the wire during a nail-biting CIS National Final that ended with the lowest score ever in a CIS 
Final game. The Bobcats, unranked at the season’s start, went into the finals with a 20-2 record, which 
saw them ranked number one for five weeks straight and enter the Canada West Finals on a 15-game 
winning streak. Coach Barnaby Craddock was named Canada West and CIS Coach of the Year, and 
guards Yul Michel and Dany Charlery were named CIS All Stars. Michel also received Canada West 
Defensive Player of the Year, while Charlery was named a Canada West First Team All Star and Post 
Adam Hartman was named a Canada West Second Team All Star.

Brandon’s Mr. Glen Gatin was appointed as the new Director of Campus Manitoba, effective December 
1, 2006. Gatin came to BU from Brandon’s Assiniboine Community College, where he worked as an 
eLearning and Research Specialist. He brings to the appointment a great deal of experience in 
computer mediated classroom learning, program development and the management of operating 
budgets. Gatin has worked on international curriculum development in Romania under the auspices of 
World Bank and the Association of Canadian Community Colleges and he is currently Vice-President 
on the board of the Manitoba Association for Distributed Learning and Training. In addition, Gatin has 
completed course work and is working on his dissertation for a Doctorate in Educational Leadership 
and Change through Fielding Graduate University. His dissertation proposes to apply Grounded 
Theory Methodology to the investigation of distributed higher education in rural Manitoba. Campus 
Manitoba (CMB) is a consortium of Manitoba’s public post-secondary institutions. It serves as a 
conduit to provide access to college and university courses and programs for Manitobans through 
distributed learning mechanisms including the Internet.
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Bobcats men's basketball coach Barnaby Craddock (centre) was
named Canada West and Canada Interuniversity Sport Coach of the Year

while leading the Bobcats to a silver medal in the CIS national finals.
Photo by Nick Pearce.

Fourth-year Bobcats guard and team captain Yul Michel was named
Canada West Defensive Player of the Year, as well as making the CIS
All Star Team. Photo by Nick Pearce.

Second-year Bobcats guard Dany Charlery was named to the Canada
West and CIS All Star teams. Photo by Nick Pearce. 

Mr. Glen Gatin was appointed director of
Campus Manitoba in December 2006



BU NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS

Y @ BU Health, Fitness and Recreation Centre project receives boost
 from federal and provincial governments.

Province provides $20,000 Community Grant for Brandon University's
Mini University program

BU and ACC reach transfer agreement for students moving from
GIS Environmental Technologies to Bachelor of Science, Geography

Chad Jacobson and Ashley Creighton named Athletes of the Year at 

annual BU Athletics Awards

The people of Brandon will soon have a new, environmentally friendly health, fitness and recreation 

centre thanks to a $2.4 million investment from Canada’s Federal Government and the Province of 

Manitoba, which have made this commitment in partnership with Brandon University and the Brandon 

Family YMCA through the Canada-Manitoba Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (MRIF). The funding 

supports a new partnership between BU, the YMCA and the City of Brandon to develop a plan for a 

health, fitness and recreation centre that will address the needs of the entire Brandon community and 

surrounding area. The new facility will offer programs and services related to health, wellness, fitness, 

recreation, sporting events, sports medicine and child care. In addition to a wellness centre the site will 

also have a pool designed to accommodate people with mobility limitations, a whirlpool, a full 

gymnasium, an indoor track and a teen drop-in centre.

Manitoba Healthy Living Minister Kerri Irvin-Ross was on the Brandon University campus on March 28, 

2007 to announce, on behalf of the province, a one-time grant of $20,000 to BU’s Mini-University 

program. The funds are for registration and accommodations for Aboriginal children from rural and 

northern communities to attend the Mini-University program. Now in its 22nd year, the BU Mini-

University program is offered in July and early August to children and youth aged nine to 16. 

Participants attend a five-day session and choose their own subjects from six core areas, including 

computers, science, native studies, humanities, physical education and fine arts.

Following a transfer agreement reached between Brandon University (BU) and Assiniboine Community 

College (ACC), students who have graduated from the GIS Environmental Technologies (GET) diploma 

program at ACC will now be eligible to put some of their credits toward attaining a Bachelor of Science 

degree, majoring in Geography and with a concentration in Geomatics, at Brandon University. ACC 

GET students seeking admission into the BU Geography Geomatics concentration will be eligible to 

transfer 60 credit hours from their ACC diploma program for credit toward a Bachelor of Science. This 

includes approximately 39 credit hours of course work already recognized by Brandon University, with 

the remaining 21 credit hours of ACC courses transferred on the basis that either equivalent learning 

outcomes have been achieved, or that the learning outcomes represent a skill recognized by the 

Canadian Institute of Geomatics certification program for geomatics specialists. For more information, 

please visit the BU Department of Geography's web site at http://www.brandonu.ca/Geography.

Chad Jacobson (Men’s Basketball) and Ashley Creighton (Women’s Volleyball) were both named 

athletes of the year at the Brandon University sports awards dinner held at the Brandon Victoria Inn on 

Thursday, April 5, 2007. Jacobson, a business administration senior and Creighton, a General Studies 

sophomore, received the R.J McCarthy and Nancy Stanley trophies, respectively, as the student-

athletes who were deemed as the most valuable to their teams. Kurt Hunter of the Men’s Volleyball team 

received the Jim Casey Memorial Award, which goes to a male student-athlete judged best to 

exemplify the qualities of sportsmanship, unselfishness, cooperation, attitude and ability. Based on the 

same criteria, Women’s Basketball team member Allie Butz received the H. Stuart Perdue Memorial 

trophy as the top female student-athlete. Men’s Basketball’s Adam Hartman was a multiple winner this 

year, picking up the Brandon University Student Council trophy (for the second year in a row), awarded 

annually to an athlete, male or female, for outstanding service in athletics for at least three years at 

Brandon University and the Doug Crandle Award which recognizes achievement on the basketball 

court, in the community, and in the classroom. Awards were also handed out to the most valuable, most 

improved, and most inspirational player from each team.

This is just a sample of the wealth of new and exciting things that have happened at BU in the past few months. For 

more information on any of these stories, or on what is happening at BU right now, please visit 

www.brandonu.ca/news. To stay up to date, sign up for the BU News & Highlights email by sending a message to 

communications@brandonu.ca.
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(L to R) Brandon Mayor Dave Burgess; Brandon-Souris MP Merv Tweed; 
President Dr. Louis P. Visentin; (Background); Brandon-West MLA Scott Smith; 

The Honourable Gary Doer, Premier of Manitoba; Brandon YMCA CEO
Lon Cullen; and Tanya Knight, President, Brandon Family YMCA at the

Canada-Manitoba Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund announcement of
funding for the Y@BU Health, Fitness and Recreation Centre in March.

BU

Manitoba Healthy Living Minister Kerri Irvin-Ross (centre) presents
a cheque to Mini University Director Dr. Nancy Stanley (right) and

BU Dean of Education Jerry Storie (left).

Chad Jacobson and Ashley Creighton were named Athletes of the Year
at the annual BU Athletics Awards in April



What inspires you?

Inspiration comes in many forms for those lucky enough to find 
it. Perhaps a book that, no matter how many times you read it, 
never fails to bring delight – or a song, or a movie. Often, 
inspiration comes in the form of a person; a parent, 
grandparent, mentor or friend whose example we follow in 
charting the course of our own lives. And sometimes that 
inspiration is deep and profound – it leaves little doubt in our 
minds about what we want to do, and how we should do it.

For Kimberley Leslie Smith (M.Sp.Ed. ’04), a Life Skills Teacher 
at Neepawa and Area Collegiate Institute (NACI) in Manitoba 
(she grew up in Virden, Manitoba), this type of profound 
inspiration came into her life when she was at a very young 
age, in the form of her little brother Mark. Though Mark, born 
with severe physical and mental disabilities, lived a tragically 
short life, the impact he had on his sister charted the course of 
her emotional, educational and professional lives, and 
continues to resonate through everything she does today.

“The biggest influence on my life was growing up with a brother 
who had severe mental and physical disabilities,” says Smith. 
“He never talked and he learned to walk when he was seven 
years old, but still needed the help of a wheelchair. For most 
things, he functioned at about a two-to-three-year-old stage. 

Along with his disabilities, he also had a lot of health problems. 
He had many surgeries and spent a great deal of time in 
hospitals.”

“Unfortunately,” Smith continues, “he died when I was 18, and 
that was very hard for our entire family. I wouldn’t be the type of 
teacher I am today without his influence. Those experiences 
help me understand what other families are going through.”

And Smith is passing her inspiration on. Her recently released 
book The Love Within a Smile (Publish America, 2006), tells the
story of Mark’s life and the effect 
it had on Kimberley and the rest 
of the Leslie family. This moving 
chronicle of Mark’s, and his 
family’s, struggles ensures that 
his memory, and the impact of 
his life will live on as a source of 
inspiration and education for 
others. For Kimberley Smith, it 
r e p r e s e n t s  n o t  o n l y  a n  
opportunity to help others, but 
also the culmination of a many 
years worth of hard work and 
education.
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THE LEGACY WITHIN A SMILE

BY KELLY STIFORA

Neepawa teacher takes inspiration
from her brother’s short life



“When I was in Grade 12, we had to do a major presentation on 

anything we wanted,” says Smith of how her book came to be. 

“Basically, we had to take something we were good at or 

interested in and showcase it to our peers. I decided to tell 

them all about my brother Mark’s life. I thought it would be a 

great opportunity to explain what he and our family were living 

with to my classmates. After my presentation, my high school 

friends said it was such a great story that I should make it into a 

book. At the time I just laughed, but the idea was planted in my 

head.”

A year later, while Smith was in her first year of studies toward a 

Bachelor of Science in Elementary and Special Education at 

Minot State University in North Dakota, Mark died from health 

complications.

“I was devastated because he was the centre of my world,” 
says Smith. “Three weeks after his death, when I was 
supposed to be studying for exams, I wrote the first chapter of 
what would become The Love Within a Smile. I was so scared 
that I would forget all of the memories I had and all of the life 

lessons he taught me. It basically started out as a healing process 
for me. Throughout my four years at Minot, I wrote bits and pieces 
but that was pretty much it. It wasn’t until the summer of 1999 that I 
wrote the whole book.”

“We had only been living in Neepawa for a year and I didn’t really 
know a lot of people yet,” she continues. “My husband worked out 
of town, I had the whole summer off with nothing to do, and so I just 
wrote and wrote and wrote that summer. The next summer I spent 
more time revising it and writing more. I thought it was complete 
until the summer of 2003.”

During that interim, Smith began teaching in Neepawa, and 
continued her education. After completing her undergraduate 
degree at Minot State and moving back to Manitoba, she found 
that her special education training was not recognized in the 
province, as there is no such thing as an undergraduate degree in 
special education in Manitoba. This didn’t stop her from pursuing 
the career that she knew she was meant for.

“I wanted to have my Special Education certificate so I needed to 
take my Graduate Diploma,” says Smith. “I decided to go to 
Brandon University because it was close to Neepawa and I could 
take the classes that I needed in the evenings. I received my Grad 
Diploma in 2002 and my Master’s degree in Special Education in 
2004 from Brandon University.”

Though Smith didn’t live in Brandon and, due to a busy teaching 
and class schedule, had little extra time to spend on the campus, 
she has fond memories of the people she met in connection with 
the University.

“The biggest influence on my life
was growing up with

a brother who had severe

mental and physical disabilities.”

Kimberley Smith eats lunch with her Life Skills students at Neepawa and Area Collegiate Institute (NACI). Photo courtesy of Kimberley Smith.
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“Another big influence in my life has been my mom,” she says. “She 
was my first teacher, and she taught me almost everything I needed to 
know about working with people with disabilities. My Dad also taught 
me a lot about life and about not giving up. There were times 
throughout university that I would have liked to give up, but Dad 
always talked me through it.”

We should all be glad he did. Though Smith still teaches Special 

Needs and Life Skills students at NACI, the reach of her teaching 

abilities doesn’t end there. Currently, she spends much time on the 

road promoting her book throughout Manitoba with book signings, 

television appearances, and presentations to other teachers and to 

students on her experiences with Mark and her experiences in 

becoming an author. In November 2007, she will give a presentation 

at the Learning Information for Teachers (LIFT) Conference taking 

place in Brandon.

She also has two children (Declan, four, and Cordelia, one) of her 

own, and remains an outspoken advocate for people with disabilities.

“Besides being a teacher and an author,” she says, “I’m also trying to 

be the best mom I can be—I want my children to treat everyone with 

respect and tolerance for their differences.”

How’s that for inspiring?

“My Mom was my first teacher
and she 

taught me almost everything
I needed to know about working with

people with disabilities.”

“I want my children to

treat everyone with respect
and tolerance

for their differences.”

“In most of my classes it was the same people, so we really bonded 
as a group,” she says.  “I also traveled with some great friends and 
fellow teachers from Neepawa to attend classes. I loved those drives 
in and out of Brandon. We talked a lot about our work and our classes, 
but we also talked about life and I really think we talked each other 
through some hard times. Some great friendships were formed 
throughout that time in my life.”

It was also her experience at BU that brought her back to the project 
that she had laboured over so intently during those first years in 
Neepawa, and that would become The Love Within a Smile. She 
credits one of her teachers at BU for convincing her to get it 
published.

“The biggest thing that happened for me at BU was probably Dr. Cam 
Symons (Associate Professor of Teacher Education in BU’s Faculty of 
Education) helping me with the book,” she says. “I used it as my 
master’s project, and when it was all finished, he encouraged me to 
publish it. I was still unsure if it was good enough, but Dr. Symons 
helped me go through the steps of sending my manuscript to the first 
publisher. If he hadn’t done that, I’m not sure I would have sent it to 
any publishers. Another professor that really encouraged me was Dr. 
Sherry-Lynn Schwarchuk. She is an amazing teacher and she really 
taught me a lot about teaching children with special needs.”

Smith, deservedly, takes great pride in what the book became.

“Once I decided to use (the book) as my master’s project, I did a ton 
of research and had four people proofread it,” she says. “That first 
chapter that I wrote way back in 1994 looked nothing like the first 
chapter that it is now. The book is so much better now because it 
evolved into more than just the story of my brother. It involves 
research on sibling issues and different special education issues that 
families need to be aware of. It has become a reference book for 
families that are dealing with the same struggles that my family did. I 
am very proud of the book I’ve published. It has definitely been a 
means of therapy for my family.”

The story of Smith’s, and Mark’s, lives wouldn’t be complete without 
some mention of the rest of their family, and she is careful to point out 
the great impact they have had.

Kimberley teaches time to an NACI student with Down's Syndrome.
Photo courtesy of Kimberley Smith.

Kimberley teaches banking skills to two of her
Life Skills students at NACI. Photo courtesy of Kimberley Smith.
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Brandon’s Pennywise Books (1031 Rosser Avenue) is hosting a 

launch of The Love Within a Smile on Saturday, June 2, 2007 from 

2:30 pm - 4:30 pm. The book is also available through Publish 

America and Coles Bookstore in the Brandon Shoppers Mall.



KEEPING IN TOUCH

Gerald R. Brown, T.T.C., 56, B.A. 63, M.L.I.S., 67, M. Ed. 73 – In October 
and November 2006, Gerald worked at the University of North Eastern 
Philippines (Iriga City), studying “Problem-solving Models as an 
Instructional Strategy” with the Administration and Faculty; conducted 
workshops for the regional library personnel on “Reading Strategies for use 
with Teen Aged Boys” and enjoyed Book Week celebrated with the 
elementary and secondary school students on campus. He also toured the 
region and enjoyed its beautiful mountains, rural life, and sea coast.  He left 
the area three days before the terrible typhoon struck and destroyed many of 
the homes in the region. Later he worked with faculty at several universities in 
Manila to explore the “Components of a Modern School Library and 
Information Services Program,” to assist in planning professional 
development programs for faculty, and to edit several articles for local 
publications. He is looking forward to return engagements in November 
2007 and February 2008.

Ed Whitcomb, B.A. ’64 – Ed has pursued three careers, all 
based on his undergraduate interests. He taught European 
History, then joined the Foreign Service in 1975 (Belgrade, 
Bangkok, Jakarta and Delhi).  He is now senior analyst for 
South Asia at the Privy Council Office.  He, spouse Kai and 
two daughters play in a folk band in Ottawa. His main hobby

is writing and publishing Canadian folk music and histories of Canada's 
provinces, all documented at www.fromseatosea.com.

Terrilyn Kerr (née Moore), B.A. ’66 – Terrilyn has been residing in the 
Maritimes since 1967 and is now living in Prince Edward Island with her 
husband, Sandy.

James McAllister, B.A. ’67 – James and his wife Cathy are living in Ajax, ON.  
They have three grown children: Christopher, Michael and Ashley. Cathy 
works in insurance and James is Manager of Federal-Provincial Relations for 
the Ontario Ministry of Finance. After graduating from Brandon College, 
James completed an M.A. and a Ph.D. in Political Science from Carleton 
University in Ottawa. He taught Political Science at several universities in 
Manitoba and Ontario. He also worked for the Manitoba government in 
Winnipeg and the Council of Ontario Universities in Toronto.  

Phyllis Ferguson, B.A. ’73 – Phyllis and her family moved to North 
Vancouver in 1989 after having lived in Australia for eight years. As a speech 
language pathologist, Phyllis has recently combined her professional 
knowledge of autistic spectrum disorders with her personal interest in the 
novels of Jane Austen to write a cross-disciplinary book, So Odd A Mixture: 
Along the Autistic Spectrum in ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ which is being released 
by Jessica Kingsley Publishers of England in May. Her two children are both 
graduates of University of British Columbia and are now studying at McGill 
where Phyllis and her husband met while completing their Master’s degrees.

Brian Midwinter, Q.C., C.D., B. Sc. ’74 (L.L.B. ’77, U of M) – Brian left the 
private practice of law with Hunt, Miler & Co. LLP in September 2005 and 
became the Supervising Attorney with the Northlands Community Law 
Office of Legal Aid Manitoba in October 2005. He held that position with 
Legal Aid until October 2006 when he was appointed to the Provincial Court 
of Manitoba as a Judge. Brian is primarily sitting in The Pas and circuit points 
from there, but also in other Court locations throughout the province. His 
formal swearing-in was on January 19, 2007, but he had been sitting since 
early November 2005.

Dan Majcher, B. Sc. ’75 – Dan and his wife Janet, have been married for 22 
years. They have one son, Chris (21) and two daughters, Amy (17) and 
Megan (14).

Troy Wielgosz, Associate ’87 – Troy has been living the dream since 

’ ’ ’ ’ graduating from the original Chiropractic College in beautiful BC and has 
been in practice in Kelowna since 1993. He and his wife Jody have four 
children: Stacy, Ashley, Samuel and Lorien. Troy enjoys skiing at Big White in 
the winter and golfing the Okanagan through spring, summer and fall! 

Lesley Fast, B.Mus. 81 – Lesley is currently working with 

SIL International in Europe. He shares a supervisory role 

with his wife, Marianne Fast-Matzken. They direct a small 

team of people working in language development with 

Romani languages in Europe, including linguistic analysis, 

literacy and training and assisting Roma Christians in Bible 

translation. They live in the Netherlands where their 

youngest two children are in school and university studies. 

His two older children, born in Brandon, are currently 

enrolled university studies in Germany and the UK.  

Louise O'Brien-Moran, Associate ’85 – After attending BU, Louise 

continued her studies at the University of Manitoba and graduated with a 

degree in History & Political Science in 1987. She has been married for 12 

years and currently works in the film industry as the Manager of Film 

Production for Manitoba Film and Sound. Louise can be contacted at 

louise.obm@gmail.com.

Kian Kiong Sim, B.A. ’85 – Kian Kiong graduated with a B.A. in 1985. He 

says, “BU provided me the foundation for the next phase of my life and I am 

grateful that I spent my educational years at BU.”

Hugh John Wallace, B.Sc. ’87 – After leaving BU, Hugh furthered his 

education to become a pharmacist and is currently working in Winnipeg. His 

wife Sandra is a psychiatric nurse also employed in Winnipeg. “We welcome 

emails from all of our old BU friends at morpharm@shaw.ca.”

Sean Harasymchuk, B.Sc. ’91 –  After graduation, Sean spent a few years 

in Brandon and  ventured to Calgary in late 1994. He sought employment in 

the controls and instrumentation fields and has since become an integrator 

for various controls systems.

Kevin Johnson, B.Ed. ’91 – Kevin lives with his wife Tamami and their son, 

Go Maeda Peter Johnson, in Sakai, Japan. In 2007, Kevin was awarded an 

M.A. in Applied Linguistics and TESOL from the University of Leicester, UK. 

He now teaches at the Osaka YMCA International School. 

Edward Benner, Associate ’92 & Margaret Benner, B.Ed. ’91 – Ed and 

Margaret reside in Winnipeg and have a 14 year old daughter, Katrina.  

Margaret is a Daycare Supervisor and Edward is an owner of a professional 

mobile DJ company called By Request Music Services.

Yuen Pang Kan, B.A. ’93 – Yuen Pang has been teaching at a secondary 

school since graduation in 1993.

Shaune Beatty, B.Ed. ’95 and Christa Beatty (née Johnson), B.Ed. ’97 – 

Shaune & Christa were married in 1997 and now reside in Dauphin, MB, 

where Shaune is an elementary school principal and Christa is a teacher. 

When sports are not taking up their time, they are camping and hiking 

outdoors, doing some travelling, and messing around with their Jack 

Russell, Gretzky. Shaune recently returned to BU part-time to finish up his 

M.Ed. program.

Les Jenkins, B.Sc. ’95 and Linda Jenkins, B.Sc. ’95 – Les currently resides 

in Calgary, AB with his wife Linda and three daughters: Morgan, Nicole and 

Courtney. Les is currently employed with Golder Associates, a global 

ground engineering and environmental service company, as National IT 

Manager (Canada).

’

Diana, Kai, Denise
and Ed Whitcomb

Lesley Fast
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Sarah Ambeault, B.Ed. 96 – Sarah and Eric, her husband of nine years, 
have two sons: Quin (8) and Connor (6). Sarah taught in Kelowna, BC; 
Anyang, South Korea; Hanau, Germany; and was a research assistant for 
the New England Family Study with Brown and Harvard Universities. She is 
currently on a full time contract with Horizons Learning Centres through 
Winnipeg Technical College teaching 40S ELA to mature students.

Marcella Clarke, B.Ed. ’96 – Marcella taught in Norway 
House for her first three years after graduation. She is now a 
Cree bilingual teacher at Wapanohk Community School in 
Thompson. Wapanohk Community School is the first Cree 
bilingual community school in the province.

Heather Counsell, B.Ed. ’96 – Heather is currently living in Ottawa, ON 
teaching with the pediatric rehabilitation team at the Children’s Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario, and completing her M.A. (Ed.) at the University of Ottawa.  
She hopes to defend her thesis this spring (2007): “Educational and 
Therapeutic Collaboration during the Rehabilitation of Adolescents with 
Acquired Brain Injury.” Heather and her family moved to Ottawa in the winter 
of 1999, where their four children have completed their high school 
education, with three of them currently attending local universities, and their 
eldest completing her B.Ed. at University of Ottawa this spring. “I often 
speak very glowingly of the superb teacher education program at Brandon 
University to my colleagues at the University of Ottawa.  I am indebted to the 
professors in the Faculty of Education in Brandon for giving me a fabulous 
grounding in Educational Philosophy that has allowed me to take my 
professional practice to a unique and exciting level.”

Katey Daniel, B.Ed. ’96 – After graduation Katey spent two years in Korea 
and then moved to Dallas, TX where she received her M.B.A. from the 
University of Dallas. She is a retail sales manager for a software 
manufacturer. She currently lives in Weatherford, TX with her husband and 
four children.

Heather Hutton, B.Ed. ’96 – Heather is currently living in Redvers, SK, where 
she is substitute teaching in two school divisions and working as an 
administrative assistant at the Redvers Activity Centre.

Heather Johnson, B.Mus. ’97 – Heather studied music therapy in 
Tallahassee, FL after graduating from BU. After working as a music therapist 
in Winnipeg and Calgary, she is currently performing as a singer/songwriter 
under the stage name Heather Blush.

Rochelle McDonald (née Zimmer), B.Sc. ’97/ B.Ed. ’99 – After Graduating 
with her Education Degree from BU, Rochelle moved back home to Hudson 
Bay, SK.  Rochelle married her husband Doug in August 2000 and they now 
have two children Macy (4) and Meegan (2 ½).  Rochelle teaches grade four 
at their elementary school and Doug works at the Weyerhaeuser mill in 
Hudson Bay.  

Tracy Wolbaum, B.A. ’97 – Tracy continued her studies at the University of 
Western Ontario to take her M.A. in Philosophy. She completed her course 
work but left the program to pursue a career in IT recruiting. She has been 
working as an IT recruiter in the Toronto area for over 10 years and has 
managed recruiting teams for about the last five years ranging in size from 5 
to 10 direct reports. She has also had the opportunity to manage off-shore 
recruiters and recruiting support personnel who were located in India.
 
Nathaniel Ehikioya, B.Sc. ’00 – Nathaniel came from Nigeria to Brandon 
University to study Computer Science. Upon graduation he relocated to 
Calgary where he worked for the Calgary Board of Education before being 
hired by the New York City Department of Education. He later pursued a 
graduate degree in Mathematics at the Jersey City University and graduated 
with honors in 2006. Nathaniel is married and has one son. Classmates and 
friends can contact him at akhatorn@hotmail.com.

’ Michael Potter, B.A. 00 – Michael continued his studies at 
McMaster University in 2000 to work on an M.A. in 
Philosophy. He is now finishing a Ph.D. in moral 
psychology and splitting his working hours between the 
Department of Philosophy and the Centre for Leadership 
in Learning, where he coordinates a professional 
development network for teaching assistants. His book, 
Bertrand Russell’s Ethics, was published in April 2006 by 
Thoemmes Continuum. 

Tawnya Arbuckle, B.Ed. ’01 – Tawnya has been teaching Basic French to 
Grades 7 and 8 students for six years at École Morden Middle School. This 
year, she has also been teaching English as an Additional Language.   

Jane Matthiesen, B.Sc. ’01 – Jane graduated from BU 
with a B.Sc. in Psychology in 2001. Since then Jane has 
moved to the United Kingdom. She completed her M.Sc. 
in Occupational (I/O) Psychology at the University of 
Nottingham in 2002 before moving on to do a Ph.D. at 
Aston University in Birmingham. Her dissertation, entitled 
“The effects of relocation on Royal Air Force families” won 
a series of awards (British Psychological Society, 
American Psychological Association, European Congress 
of Psychology) and was successfully defended in October 
2005. Jane obtained her Professional Postgraduate 
Certificate of Learning & Teaching (pedagogic teaching
qualification) in 2004 and is now a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
She is also a Chartered Psychologist with the British Psychological Society 
and an AIM Associate (Advanced Institute of Management Research). Jane 
is currently employed as Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Aston Business 
School. She is working on a project about strategy implementation in 
regulated firms and as such is involved in several extensive organizational 
change programs of FTSE 100 companies.  

Robert O'Donnell, B.A. ’02 – After graduating in 2002,  Robert enrolled in the 
army as a commissioned officer. After two years of training, he was stationed 
in CFB Shilo as an Artillery Officer. In January 2006, he was deployed to 
Afghanistan as part of Task Force Orion, where he was in charge of a troop of 
Howitzers, providing support for Canadian, American, British and Afghani 
Forces. He is currently training for another tour of duty in Afghanistan.

Fabrizio Di Muro, B.Sc. ’03 – After receiving his Bachelor 
of Science (Double Major: Mathematics and Business 
Administration) from Brandon University in 2003, Fabrizio 
accepted an offer from the University of Western Ontario 
to do his Master’s in Applied Mathematics (specialization:  
Financial Math). After completing this degree in 2005, he 
entered the Ph.D. program at the Richard Ivey School of 
Business, University of Western Ontario.  He is currently in 
his second year of the program.  His research focuses on 
social influences and cognitive processes.

Michael Pellicciotti, M.R.D. ’03 – Michael serves as an 
assistant district attorney for Seattle-King County. 
Following his Rural Development graduate studies as a 
U.S. Fulbright Scholar at Brandon in 2001, Mike returned 
to the United States and attended Gonzaga Law School.  
While studying at Gonzaga, he was elected as the national 
president of the Law Student Division of the American Bar 
Association. Before his current appointment as a 
prosecuting attorney, he clerked (articled) for the 
Associate Chief Justice of the Washington State Supreme 
Court. 

Pauline Day, B.A. ’04 – Pauline is currently studying at Malaspina University 
in Nanaimo, BC. She can be reached at ojicree25@hotmail.com.

’

Send us your updates!

Marcella Clark

Jane Matthiesen

Fabrizio Di Muro

Michael Pellicciotti
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BU Alumnus wins diamond honours at international Video ’07 Artistic Achievement

Awards Competition

BU School of Music graduate Brent Campbell Wins Prestigious International Award

In New York City

BU graduate and current Master of Music student honoured by Canadian Federation of Music

Teachers Association

Vista Tales

In January 2007, Impact Productions, a St. Andrews Manitoba-based multimedia production company owned and 
operated by BU Alumnus Neil Kordalchuk (B.Ed. '99), was awarded a Diamond Award at the Video ’07 Artistic Achievement 
Awards Competition in Florida. Impact received the top honor in the Stage Production category for their 2006 production 
Manitoba World Invitational Lion Dance Festival: Battle of the Lion Kings. The project took two full months to complete and 
featured Lion Dance troupes performing on poles over nine-and-half feet in the air, as well as many local Winnipeg cultural 
performing groups. For more information on Impact Productions, visit their website at www.impactproductions.ca.

At the annual International Association for Jazz Education (IAJE) conference held in New York City in January 2007, 
Brandon resident, BU graduate and IAJE Canada Executive Director Brent Campbell (M.M.Ed. ’89) was presented with the 
2007 IAJE Jazz Ambassador Award as selected by vote of the IAJE Past Presidents Council, the IAJE International 
Coordinator and the IAJE Executive Board. Mr. Campbell was recognized for making a significant impact on jazz education 
by developing a strong IAJE presence in Canada. Upwards of 8,000 educators, musicians, industry executives, media and 
students from 45 countries were in attendance. 

Michelle Price (B.Mus. ’06), was awarded the Dorothy Buckley Prize for the best performance of a Canadian composition 
and the third prize overall in the Canadian Federation of Music Teacher Associations’ National Piano Competition in Toronto 
on March 25, 2007. Michelle, who is completing her first year of the Master of Music (Performance) degree at Brandon 
University, is a piano student of Associate Professor Alexander Tselyakov.

Through the work of Gerald Brown, T.T.C. ’56 and many alumni, an outstanding Islay School Reunion was held in Rossburn 
on the long weekend in August 2006. Approximately 344 people attended the celebrations of the school community from 
1893-1968, and of railroad service in the area from 1906-1996. 

As part of the celebration three books were produced. Vista Tales (vol. 1), with 550 pages, documents the stories of the 
alumni, the administrators, the teachers and other community leaders. It reports on the growth and development of the area 
to the present time. Vista Tales: Reunion Photo File (vol. 2) compiles 350 colour photographs taken at the reunion event. Vista 
Tales: Alumni, Community & Events (vol. 3) compiles 220 pages of historic photos, documents and archival material that 
surfaced during and after the event and which gives a significant view of life in the area. All three volumes have been 
digitized, and are available for sale on CD. 

On April 28, 2007, Gerald Brown received the Manitoba Historical Society’s Margaret McWilliams Historical Writing Award in 
the Local History Section for his production of Vista Tales.

Copies of the publications and CDs have been deposited at the National Library (Ottawa), Provincial Library & Archives 
(Winnipeg), Brandon University Library & Archives and Rossburn Public Library. Copies are available for sale from Gerald 
Brown at browner1@mts.net or by mail at 3403 - 55 Nassau Street North, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 2G8

ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS

Neil J. McMillan, Associate ’60
November 7, 2006

Harvey C. Bertram, B.Sc. ’77
February 16, 2007

Gordon L. Powell, B.G.S. ’77
December 1, 2006

Betty Storie, Board of Governors ’00-’05
March 5, 2007

Donald C. Crerar, B.A. ’38
January 16, 2007

Winnifred M. Wood, B.A. ’39
December 7, 2006

James Nelson, B.A. ’42
December 29, 2006

J. Kenneth Morrison, B.Sc. ’51
March 22, 2007

James C. Crawford, B.Sc. ’56
March 16, 2007

STAFF/FACULTY

Dr. David B. Stewart
Professor – Department of Zoology 1970-1981

November 21, 2006

Ada Mitchell
Faculty of Education 1963 – 1984

November 18, 2006

Margaret Adolph
Registrars Office 1964 – 1986

January 26, 2007

Mr. Brent Campbell (right) receiving the 2007 IAJE
Jazz Ambassador Award. Photo by R. Andrew Lepley

Michelle Price with Professor Alexander Tselyakov

Mr. Gerald Brown

Neil Kordalchuk



BRANDON UNIVERSITY

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
GREETINGS
Three sure signs of spring in Brandon:

1. Thousands of geese are flying north for the summer, making a great racket 

as they pass over.

2. The Assiniboine River floods its banks.

3. The BU men’s basketball team goes to the CIAU Finals in Halifax.

We've survived another winter and the BUAA Board is looking forward to a number 

of activities that will take us into next fall. A very successful alumni event was held 

in Victoria early in March and another event in Calgary in May. We also have an 

Alumni event in Ottawa scheduled for June 24. You can find updates on all Alumni 

activities by checking our website at http://alumni.brandonu.ca/alumni/.

The Board has also planned a number of local events to be held in the near future. 

The BUAA participates every year in Convocation (May 26, this year). All 

graduates receive an Alumni Association pin along with a “grad pack” consisting 

of a number of sample consumer products. New grads also have the opportunity 

to support the Association by purchasing frames, rings and alumni clothing at the 

Grad ceremony. The income from these items helps to sustain our operations 

each year, so is vitally important to us from a fundraising point of view.

On July 21, 2007 we will once again be hosting the Clear Lake Social at 

Danceland, featuring Big Dyck Cadillac. A special guest this year will be Elvis 

impersonator Corny Rempel.

Our biggest event of the year will once again be Homecoming weekend, slated for 

October 19 to 21, 2007. The BUAA is currently organizing a number of events that 

we are sure will make this a year to remember. Please check the website often for 

details. And feel free to leave a message on the Homecoming message board. 

You never know who might show up if you do! Just a reminder that Homecoming 

events are open to all Alumni regardless of graduating year, so plan to attend, 

renew acquaintances and most importantly…have fun!

See you in October!

John Scott, ’74

President, Brandon University Alumni Association

OUR MISSION 
The BUAA is dedicated to building and serving the 

community of present and future alumni by 

celebrating the traditions of Brandon University, 

inspiring pride in Brandon University and enhancing 

student life at Brandon University. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President, Mr. John Scott '74 

Past-President, Mr. Rich Lonstrup '94 

Ms Amanda Campbell ’03

Ms Teresa Flannery ’92 

Mr. Bryan Cesmystruk ’92 

Mrs. Louise Lamont ’94, ’04 

Ms Melissa Moffit ’04

Mrs. Lana Myers ’68 

Mrs. Elaine Nairn ’85 

Ms Linda Schrader ’67 

EX OFFICIO - VOTING 

BU Students' Union Rep., Mr. Nathan Peto

BU Faculty Association Rep., Dr. Noreen Ek 

BU President &

Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Louis P. Visentin 

EX OFFICIO - NON VOTING 

Alumni Relations Officer,

Institutional Advancement, Mrs. Carla Eisler 

Acting Director,

Institutional Advancement, Ms Cindy Yacyshen

BRANDON UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

(BUAA)

ALUMNI MEMBER CARD
The Brandon University

Alumni Member Card is yours FREE!

Take advantage of savings offered

through your alumni association’s

programs and services.

Contact the Alumni Office at

204.727.9697 or Email: alumni@brandonu.ca
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HOMECOMING
Brandon University

October 19 - 21, 2007

Join us for a weekend full of activities 
as we celebrate Brandon University 
graduates of 1937, 1947, 1957, 1967, 
1977, 1982 and 1997!  Also, we are 
calling all Quill Members to help 
organize a reunion of those who were 
associated with The Quill – staff, 
editors, writers and managers.

Call your friends and classmates and 
spread the word! You are what will 
make the reunion a success! We hope 
you can attend.

A block of rooms has been reserved 
for you at Royal Oak Inn & Suites
3130 Victoria Avenue
Brandon, Manitoba  R7B 0N2

To book a room call Royal Oak Inn & 
Suites toll free at:
1.800.852.2709 or at 204.728.5775
Group Booking Agreement
ID # 007926

A hospitality room has also been 
booked for your convenience both 
Friday, October 19 and Saturday, 
October 20 until Midnight.  Enjoy the 
opportunity to meet and visit with 
others at your leisure in the hospitality 
room with glasses, ice and munchies 
provided.  You are welcome to bring 
your own beverages.

REGISTER NOW!
DON’T MISS OUT!

Welcome & Check-In Festivities
SUDS/Mingling Area – Knowles-Douglas Students’ Union Building

(outside the Campus Bookstore)

Glen P. Sutherland Gallery of Art Exhibit & Reception
Featuring alumnus Barry Burdeny, ’68 (see below)

Campus Social
SUDS/Mingling Area – Knowles-Douglas Students’ Union Building

The Royal Oak Inn Hospitality Room

Have you just arrived and want to meet up with others? Wondering what is going on and 

where you should be? Join us in the Mingling Area to pick up your name tag, your 

weekend itinerary and to reunite with classmates. Enjoy a beverage and munchies in 

SUDS and find out what classmates and friends have been doing over the years.

Up close and personal with renowned artist and BU alumnus, Barry Burdeny. Mr. 

Burdeny is one of a handful of artists in Canada creating important Canadian works of 

art. Enjoy this unique opportunity to hear Mr. Burdeny share his story and his passion for 

art and show you some of his latest works in the new Glen P. Sutherland Gallery of Art. 

Share your own stories and catch up with others during the reception to follow.

Current students, alumni and friends are invited to join in some extra fun at the campus 

social. This is an opportunity for the current student body to celebrate with graduates of 

Brandon University from yester years. Tickets are $5 and will be available for purchase 

at the door.

Open for your convenience until midnight.

HOMECOMING EVENTS:
Friday, October 19
3:00 pm – 7:00 pm

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

9:30 pm – 1:00 am

Open until 12:00 am

In the years since Brandon College/University, I have painted in the High Arctic, France, Switzerland, 
Arizona, and of course Western Canada. While most of my works are contemporary (abstract), a fair 
number are impressionistic landscapes of the areas I happen to be painting in, whether it be the 
South of France or the Alberta foothills. Most of my work is done in acrylic, although oils are still 
utilized in some of my quick sketches.                                              

Most of my works hang in corporate collections such as Trans Canada Pipelines, EnCana, The Royal 
Bank of Canada , Swiss Re, Great West Life, Tristone Capital, Richardson International, and Xtrata 
Minerals (Swiss).  Nothing pleases me more then being able to interpret my surroundings by way of 
setting brush to canvas ... it’s a complete enjoyment of life. I am sure that I shall come away with 
ideas for future paintings from our class reunion. I am looking forward to this event with GREAT 
anticipation.              – Barry

Vendemmia Tuscan Evening

BARRY BURDENY, '68
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Name:

Graduation Year: Degree Type(s):

Spouse/Guest(s):

Address:

City: Province:

Country: Postal/Zip Code:

Phone (Home): (Work):

Fax: E-mail:

I want to register for:

FRIDAY
Welcome and Check-In Festivities
Art Exhibit & Reception
Campus Social (Tickets $5 available at the door)

SATURDAY
Class Reunion – Class Year
Alumni Awards Luncheon
Campus Tour
Banquet & Dance
SUNDAY
Farewell Champagne Brunch

PAID BY:
rrr r
Please make cheques payable to Brandon University

 Cheque    Visa    Mastercard   American Express

Credit Card #: Expiry Date (MM/YY):

Signature:

Send to: Brandon University Alumni Association
270 – 18th Street, Brandon, Manitoba, CANADA  R7A 6A9

REGISTRATION Please fill in the registration form below (please print clearly):

# at no charge =

# at no charge =

Class Reunions
The Gathering Space – John E. Robbins Library

Enjoy a cup of coffee as you sit down with friends to look at old 
photographs and Sickles. Have a laugh as you view a 
slideshow from the past. Be sure to send us your photos to be 
included in the show! Tour the S. J. McKee Archives and see 
your class flags, Quills and photos from your years at 
Brandon College/University.

Alumni Association Awards Luncheon
The George & Mary Gooden Gallery – Health Studies Complex

Join the Alumni Association as we honour outstanding 
individuals. Enjoy a light lunch followed by the presentation of 
the Distinguished Service Award, Excellence In Teaching 
Award, the Wall of Fame Award, and Brandon University 
President's Order of Merit Award.

Campus Tours
Room 104, Clark Hall

Your guided tour will begin in the old Chapel room in Clark 
Hall. Tell your stories as you walk through the halls and take us 
on a journey through the past.

Reception
Main Dining Hall

Homecoming Banquet  & Dance
Featuring Scotty McIntosh’s Big Band – Main Dining Hall

Sit back and relax as you enjoy a fantastic meal in the 
company of friends. Dance into the evening with the delightful 
music of Scotty McIntosh's Big Band.

The Royal Oak Inn Hospitality Room
Open for your convenience until midnight.

Farewell Champagne Brunch
Private Dining Room (off of main Dining Hall)

Enjoy a full buffet breakfast and join in the story-telling during 
our open microphone session and bid farewell to all.

Saturday, October 20

10:00 am – 11:30 am

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm

6:00 pm

6:30 pm

Open until 12:00 am

Sunday, October 21
10:00 am

REGISTER NOW!
There are four ways to register or to receive further information:
1. Online: at http://alumni.brandonu.ca/homecoming
2. Call: 1.877.282.4482 or 204.727.9697 
3. E-mail: alumni@brandonu.ca
4. Mail: Brandon University Alumni Association, 270 – 18th Street, Brandon, MB  R7A 6A9

Post a message on the Homecoming Message Board
on our website at 

http://alumni.brandonu.ca/homecoming/

Call now to help organize your class reunion – it’s not too late!
Plan now for next year’s reunion – it’s not too early!

# at no charge =
at $25.00 =

TOTAL

#     at $12.00 =

#     

at $5.00 =#     

Alumni Authors from all years:
Bring your books to share with other Alumni

at $10.00 =#     



done made a difference in the lives of others. It was a wake-up call. It 
made me realize that I only get one shot at this life and I had better 
make the most of it.”

Upon returning from Africa, he enrolled at the Actor’s Working 
Academy in Vancouver, and then “conquered the world’s greatest 
fear” by completing the Dale Carnegie public speaking course. He 
also completed a Teaching English as a Second Language certificate, 
which steered his adventure to South Korea for three years, and led to 
one of his most recent endeavors.

Noticing that many teachers in Korea use the traditional card game 
“Go Fish” as a tool to teach English, Halwas searched the internet for a 
version that incorporated words other than fish and animals, and was 
surprised when he couldn’t find one. 

“Feeling very creative and a little entrepreneurial, I developed a 
prototype and sent it to an ESL publisher in the United States,” he says.

The publisher, ProLingua associates in Vermont, published Halwas’ 
version of the game in the form of a book, Go Fish, Seven Speaking and 
Listening Games for Learning English (January 2007).

And the adventure continues. Since returning from South Korea, 
Halwas has also been studying computer systems technology at 
British Columbia Institute of Technology, a program from which he will 
graduate this spring.

After that, it would seem that for this particular adventurer, the sky is the 
limit!

“West Africa is a very good teacher... 
It made me realize that I only get

one shot at this life
and I had better make the most of it.”

ALUMNUS PROFILE: SHAWN HALWAS Associate 80’

Halwas decided to enter a program that he thought would cover the 
widest range of possibilities: General Arts.

“My time at BU was a life-changing experience,” he says. “It was a 
growing-up experience and although I was not the overachiever I 
dreamed of being, it laid the foundation for what my life would 
become—an adventure!”

Halwas says it was the friendships he built at BU that had the strongest 
impact on the course his life would take.

“I’ll never forget ‘Malaysia Jim,’” says Halwas. “On my first day at BU, 
this guy came up to me and said, ‘Hi, I’m Jim from Malaysia.’ As it 
turned out, Jim was actually from Calgary, but had been living in 
Malaysia with his family for the past couple of years. After two years at 
BU, Jim returned to Calgary and encouraged me to go there as well. I 
thought this sounded like a wonderful adventure so I packed my bags 
and headed off to Alberta.”

There Shawn landed a job with the Royal Bank, and embarked on a 10-
year career, working his way up to the position of Assistant Manager of 
Credit and Compliance before giving in to the plaguing ‘what ifs?’ that 
had been creeping up from the back of his mind.

“What if I had become an actor, or a writer or a computer wizard?” he 
asks. “I had to find the answer. At the same time I was becoming 
increasingly disillusioned with a world that seemed consumed with 
making money. I decided to change my life, and shocked my 
colleagues when I resigned and headed off to West Africa, where I 
volunteered with Mercy Ships International for five months.”

As it turns out, that was really just the beginning of Halwas’ adventures.

“If you’re looking for an education and perspective,” he says, “West 
Africa is a very good teacher. For the first time in my life, I felt what I had 

Not knowing what he wanted to do has been very 

good to Shawn Halwas (Associate ’80).

Halwas grew up on a farm near Inglis, Manitoba, 

and though he loved farm life, it didn’t provide a 

clear path for him to what he would do as an adult. 

Thus, when it came time to decide which university 

he would attend upon graduating from high school, 

he chose the one closest to home: Brandon 

University.

“I wish I had been one of those people who knew 

exactly what they wanted to do with their life, but 

that’s never been me,” says Halwas. “I’m an 

adventurer, and doing the same thing for too long 

becomes boring. Like any teenager with big 

dreams, I saw myself as a lawyer, a famous actor, a 

writer, a computer wizard and just about everything 

else I could imagine.”

Alumnus’ adventurous spirit has led him through
three careers, and counting

1 8   S P R I N G / S U M M E R 2 0 0 7

BY KELLY STIFORA



ALUMNA PROFILE: AUDREY NORTH 01’

After going on a tour of Brandon University with her grade 12 class, 
Audrey’s mind was made up: she chose to pursue an Education 
degree at BU.

Audrey says that at first, the transition from living in a small community 
to living in Brandon and attending the University was somewhat 
overwhelming but she quickly came to feel at home on the campus.

“I'm so glad that I decided to attend BU,” she says, “the campus 
provided a sense of community for me. The classes were smaller in 
number and provided lots of opportunity to work collaboratively with 
the professors and other students as well.”

Audrey also praises the student-oriented nature of BU's programming.

“BU provided a way to accommodate changing circumstances for 
me,” she says, “when it was necessary for me to return to my home 
community in Oxford House, I was able to continue my studies through 
BU’s Program for the Education of Native Teachers (PENT) and 
through Distance Education and I completed my Bachelor of 
Education in 2001 through the PENT program.”

After receiving her degree, Audrey began working as a teacher and 
resource teacher in Special Education at Oxford House Elementary 
School, the same school for which she had served as an assistant 
teacher through the PENT program. She credits the program with 
giving her the experience she needed to succeed.

“The PENT program provided the experience of working directly in the 
field of education while I was still studying,” she says, “That opportunity 
prepared me for being a teacher.”

Wanting to pursue a career that would get her directly involved in 
educational programming for Aboriginal students, Audrey then took a 

position with Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth (MECY), 
where she currently works as a consultant.

“It’s been very rewarding,” she says, “as all of us at MECY share a 
passion for increasing learning and assisting school divisions with 
improving education in Manitoba.”

Audrey’s dedication to Manitoba’s Aboriginal community is also 
evident in her other job, as host of the Ininew Radio Show, a program 
dedicated to promoting Cree language and Aboriginal culture that airs 
on Manitoba radio station Native Communications Incorporated (NCI) 
(Audrey’s show can be heard from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Mondays to 
Thursdays on 105.5 FM in Manitoba).

Amongst all of these accomplishments, however, Audrey considers 
her greatest achievement as being able to provide a good life for her 
son, Jonathan, as a single parent.

“My son provided the very reason for me to pursue my dreams and is 
the reason for where life has taken me to today,” she says, “I am so 
thankful for him!”

And just as her parents did for her, Audrey has obviously stressed the 
importance of education to Jonathan: He recently completed high 
school and is now involved in the educational field as a substitute 
teacher/teacher assistant at various grade levels!
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Education has always been an important part of 

Audrey North’s life. While she was growing up in 

Oxford House, on the Bunibonibee Cree Nation in 

Northern Manitoba, Audrey remembers that her 

parents, Gilbert and Sadie North, maintained a 

strong belief in the importance of learning and 

passed it on to their children.

“Our parents were so determined to make us 

children work hard and responsibly for our learning 

that we took it as a challenge to always work 

harder,” says Audrey. “Missing a day of school was 

not an option for us and we all agree that we owe 

gratitude to our parents for instilling a desire to keep 

learning.”

“I knew I wanted to work in a field where I could help 

others,” she says, “like teaching, nursing or 

policing.”

PENT grad turns lifelong respect for learning
into career, family legacy

the campus provided

“I’m so glad that I decided to attend BU - 

a sense of community for me.”

BY KELLY STIFORA



Together we have made history!

Dr. Tom Breneman, DMD

Campaign Chair

Let the bells ring!! Let the banners fly!!

Thanks to your generosity, we have made history at Brandon University! 

What began three years ago as BU’s largest and most comprehensive 

fundraising campaign with a goal of $8 Million, has finally come to its 

very successful conclusion.

$9.3 Million in total gifts during the BU & YOU Campaign represents 

generosity of an unprecedented measure from alumni, corporate 

partners, friends and Foundations. Thanks to you and your 

philanthropy, we have made remarkable and positive changes on 

campus for our students and faculty. 

Renovations, scholarship and bursary endowments, teaching and learning resources, the new Glen P. 

Sutherland Gallery of Art, a Gathering Space in the John E. Robbins Library (thanks to the Alumni 

Association), support for BU Athletics, new business partnerships for speakers series and visiting 

Professors and much, much more. These are just a few of the remarkable enhancements made 

possible by you.

Thank you so much!!

On behalf of our Campaign Cabinet volunteers, Executive Leadership, and the Institutional 

Advancement Team, please know that all gifts have made a positive difference for today and for 

tomorrow. Please visit our web site, www.brandonu.ca and follow the BU & YOU Campaign link for the 

complete story: photos, donors, and impacts.

It started here.  It started with You!

Launched May 2004

$8M Goal

$9.3 MILLION
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Brandon University Annual Fund 2006-2007
Thanks to many of our alumni, staff, faculty and friends, the Annual Fund has raised $64,293 this year for enhancement of our programs and 

services. Over the years, the combined generosity of so many of you has contributed greatly to this institution, and benefitted our students in 

many ways. Please see page 18 of the enclosed annual report for more detailed information.

$9M

Amount Raised:

$8M

$6M

$4M

$2M

$0



Celebrating 100 years of music history!
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“Music – the language of the soul. It does not matter whether you are Chinese, Scottish 
or Italian, music is something that touches and speaks to and for all cultures. Brandon 
University’s School of Music has prospered and flowered over the last 100 years 
because it has attracted the best and brightest from everywhere in North America and 
beyond. Over the coming years, we will salute our School of Music. I take this 
opportunity to ask you to join me in a symbolic Standing Ovation for the School’s 
continued excellence”.  

– Louis Visentin, President & Vice-Chancellor, Brandon University 

The Standing Ovation Campaign is the first major fundraising initiative for Brandon 
University’s School of Music. In an effort to enhance our world-renowned school, we are 
fundraising for four key areas:  
• Musical Instruments
• Outreach, such as ensemble touring, concerts and community programming
• Scholarships & Bursaries
• Teaching Support

To date, we have raised $157,878.  For more information on the Campaign, see pages 
12-13 of the enclosed Annual Report. 

For more information, call the Department of Institutional Advancement at 204.727.7374
Toll Free: 1.877.BU.2.GIVE • 1.877.282.4483

LORNE WATSON RECITAL HALL SEAT SALE

S TA NDING

OVATION
C A M P A I G N

“The Lorne Watson Recital Hall is the nucleus of the School of Music,” says BU School 
of Music Dean Dr. Glen Carruthers. “Although music happens throughout the 
building—and music is what we’re all about—the LWRH is the venue for hundreds of 
student recitals, faculty recitals, guest artist recitals, conservatory concerts, ensemble 
concerts, rehearsals, classes and special events every year. We thought it would be 
appropriate to recognize our donors by naming seats in their honour (or in the name of 
their designate). It’s a wonderful way to show our donors, on a permanent basis, just 
how much we value their support.”

With a tax-deductible donation of $1,000 (payable through installments) you or a loved 
one will be permanently recognized, honoured, or remembered with a bronze 
nameplate on one of the 200 seats in this world-class venue.  

Those interested in purchasing a seat or learning more about this rare and limited 
opportunity are encouraged to contact Shawna English, Development Officer, at
204.727.9715, or by email at englishsh@brandonu.ca. 

Visit us on the web at www.brandonu.ca/standingovation/seat_sale.asp.

Mary Visentin, wife of Brandon University President and Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Louis P. Visentin, pictured with School of Music 
Dean and Standing Ovation Campaign Chair Dr. Glen 
Carruthers, helped kick off the Seat Sale by purchasing the first 
seat, which will be named in honour of her aunt Vera Phelan, 
who was instrumental in contributing to her music education.



Making a planned gift to 
Brandon University was an easy 
decision to make for a few 
reasons. 

First and foremost, it's an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h o w  
appreciation for the education I 
received from BU as it has 
helped me in my career and has 
opened my mind to seeing 
things from many different 
perspectives.  This is a direct 
reflection of the instructors, 
p r o f e s s o r s ,  a s s o c i a t e  
professors and other students 
that I had classes with.  It taught

me skills that I use in my everyday life as a professional and it has 
taught me that everything is not black and white and that there are 
many things to know and learn and to always keep an open mind to 
the issues and circumstances around us. Personally, I came into 
University with some strong opinions and idealistic ideas. Various 
courses challenged me to look at things very differently and have 
ultimately changed me for the better. Economics, for example, is 
more than just the analysis of supply and demand. Business is 
more than just about the bottom line.  

Second, by designating a part of my estate to Brandon University, I 
am able to provide financial assistance to future students 
indefinitely. I know that acquiring a degree is not easy financially or 
intellectually. By leaving a gift to the University I know that I will be 
helping students with at least part of the financial burden, thereby 
allowing them focus and put that extra effort into the academic 
struggles that will undoubtedly exist! In short, helping them get the 
most out of their education and their degree.  

Third, I am able to designate how I want the funds to be awarded. 
As a Business Major and Economics Minor I can set up the awards 
to reflect some of my own experiences, beliefs and values.  

Finally, from a financial perspective, leaving a gift to the University 
will generate tax benefits to my estate. The tax deduction will 
alleviate some if not all of the tax burden that will result from my 
death – capital gains on real estate and non registered investments 
as well as the taxation of registered investments. I want my heirs to 
get their fair share of my estate. By leaving charitable gifts to an 
organization such as Brandon University, I am able to help and be 
more tax efficient than just leaving things to be taxed their fullest. I 
am able to preserve my estate value while also leaving a legacy to 
an institution that has given me a valuable undergraduate degree 
in Business as well as a true learning experience.

Jackie Derhak, ‘05
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BU GRADUATE INVESTS
IN THE FUTURE OF
STUDENTS

Family YMCA and the City of

Brandon along with the Province

of Manitoba and the Government

of Canada are partnering to

build a Health, Fitness and

Recreation Centre at the

Brandon University campus.

We will work together to

maintain healthy minds

and bodies for our community.

This project will include:

• Aquatics

• Athletics

• Teaching

• Recreation

• Rehabilitation

• Youth Centre

Further information will be

forthcoming as this project

moves forward.

Brandon University, Brandon

Y@BU FITNESS CENTRE



ALUMNUS PROFILE:
THE HONOURABLE R.J. (BOB) WILKINS ’65

“I had free food and accommodation with my parents,” he says 
“but I did wish to go to university.”

Thus, Bob enrolled in General Arts at Brandon College in 1962 
and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in 1965, having majored 
in English and Economics.

“The years at Brandon College were wonderful ones,” he says. 
“Many of my close friends from high school also attended 
Brandon College and the campus was so small it did not take 
long for one to acquaint themselves with all of the other 
students.”

Judge Wilkins echoes the sentiments of many BU grads when 
asked what he remembers most about studying at the College.

“What was particularly outstanding was the small class size,” 
he says. “I remember my senior Economics classes, with the 
incredible Professor George McDowell, having only eight 
students in one and ten in the other. Because of the closeness 
of the students, the social life was plentiful and rewarding.”

Wilkins, who was also active in Brandon College athletics as a 
football and basketball player, says that he believes the 
‘collegiality’ that he and his classmates experienced at 
Brandon College benefitted them all greatly as they moved into 
their lives beyond post-secondary education.

That life led Wilkins to Edmonton, where he enrolled in the 
University of Alberta Law School in 1965, living with high school 
friends and fellow Brandon College graduates. During the 
summers, he returned to Brandon (where his mother still lives) 
to work for the Manitoba Telephone System laying rural 

underground telephone cables all over southwestern 
Manitoba.

Wilkins completed his L.L.B. in 1968 and obtained an articling 
position with a Calgary law firm (now called Walsh Wilkins 
Creighton), becoming an associate in 1969, a partner in 1974 
and a Managing Partner in 1978. In 1984, he was appointed 
Queen’s Counsel, and he continued practicing with the same 
firm that he joined upon graduation, in the area of civil litigation, 
until 2003.

On November 10, 2003, Wilkins was named a Provincial Court 
Judge in the Calgary Criminal Division. Three years later, in 
September 2006, he was appointed Assistant Chief Judge for 
both the Calgary Criminal and Calgary Rural divisions, the 
position that he holds today.

“The Rural Division includes 11 circuit points outside Calgary,” 
says Wilkins, “and both of these courts (the Calgary Criminal 
and Calgary Rural) are presided over by approximately 30 
judges, primarily residing in Calgary.”

In the position of Assistant Chief Judge, Wilkins continues to sit 
as a full-time judge, spending about 25 percent of his time on 
administrative matters for the courts he oversees.

Wilkins lives in Calgary with his wife, Judy and his three sons, 
Kris (28), Jeff (21) and Jay (19), who are all currently attending 
university.
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The Honourable R.J. (Bob) Wilkins (B.A. '65) initially 

enrolled in Brandon College as a matter of 

convenience. It turned out, however, to be the first 

step in a long and illustrious career as a lawyer and 

judge.

Born at the Brandon General Hospital in 1944, 

Wilkins grew up in Brandon with his mother, a native 

of Brandon herself, and his father, who moved from 

Ottawa during World War II when he was stationed 

in Brandon with the Canadian Air Force (he was 

sent overseas within a few days of Bob's birth).

After attending McLaren School through the 

elementary and junior high grades, and Brandon 

Collegiate Institute, Wilkins found that he had no 

desire to leave Brandon.

Calgary Assistant Chief Judge has fond memories of
the camaraderie enjoyed at Brandon College

“Because of the closeness of the students,
the social life was 

plentiful and rewarding.”

BY KELLY STIFORA



The B.Sc.M.H. program is available to individuals who previously 

completed a diploma program leading to registration as R.P.N.s. 

Students are awarded credit for the first two years and complete an 

additional two years (61 credit hours) of courses and clinical practice. 

Graduates of both programs have been very successful in obtaining 

access to employment and to graduate programs. Over the last 10 

years 98 per cent of licensed R.P.N.s have found employment. 

The B.Sc.P.N. and B.Sc.M.H. programs have a long history with 

Brandon and with Brandon University. Psychiatric nursing education in 

Brandon has roots that stretch all the way back to 1920, when it began 

as a Psychiatric Nursing Diploma program housed at the Brandon 

Mental Health Centre (BMHC). The B.Sc.M.H. program was 

established at Brandon University in 1986 with the first graduates in 

1988. However, basic education remained ‘on the hill’ until 1995 when 

responsibility for the four-year degree program was transferred to 

Brandon University. The B.Sc.P.N. program relocated to the Brandon 

University campus in 1998 when the School of Health Studies Building 

opened. The building provided homes under one roof for the Bachelor 

of Science in Psychiatric Nursing program, the post-diploma program 

for Registered Nurses (Bachelor of Science in Nursing), and the post-

diploma program for Registered Psychiatric Nurses (Bachelor of 

Science in Mental Health), which together formed BU’s new School of 

Health Studies. The Bachelor of Nursing program joined the School of 

Health Studies in 2003. Having all of the health studies programs under 

one roof fostered collaboration and cooperation amongst the faculty 

and assisted both students and teachers in becoming more integrated 

into the university community. The Health Studies complex, which 

opened on September 19, 2003, currently houses BU’s School of 

Health Studies and the First Nations and Aboriginal Counseling 

program. 

Today, the psychiatric nursing programs are offered onsite in both 

Brandon and Winnipeg. Students in Winnipeg complete the program 

at BU's new 8,000 square foot Psychiatric Nursing facility, located in 

downtown Winnipeg’s Rice Financial Building. The new facility, 

opened in August 2006, made it possible for 40 new students to be 

accepted into the program per year in Winnipeg. The total intake for the 

B.Sc.P.N. program is about 75 students annually. 

The Department of Psychiatric Nursing is committed to accessibility. 

The Department makes provision for taking courses on a full-time or 

part-time basis; is actively engaged in Prior Learning Assessment and 

Recognition; assesses courses from other post-secondary institutions 

for transfer credit; provides block credit for Licensed Practical Nurses 

and Registered Nurses who enter the B.Sc.P.N. program; provides 

advanced standing for students who enter with an undergraduate 

degree; offers several courses on a distributed basis through Campus 

Manitoba; and makes selected courses available to students across 

the university and across the province of Manitoba. 

In 1996 there were 6,000 R.P.N.s employed in Western Canada, 

including 1,200 in Manitoba, and the average starting salary is 

approximately $49,000 per year. R.P.N.s are recognized as the 

backbone of mental health service delivery in Manitoba. The majority of 

R.P.N.s work in community mental health (42%) with substantial 

numbers also working in hospitals (22%) or personal care homes 

(28%). 

For more information on BU’s Bachelor of Science in Psychiatric 

Nursing or Bachelor of Science in Mental Health, as well as other 

programs in the BU School of Health Studies, please visit the BU web 

site at www.brandonu.ca.

The Department of Psychiatric Nursing at Brandon University 

offers programs leading to a Bachelor of Science in Psychiatric 

Nursing (B.Sc.P.N.) or a Bachelor of Science in Mental Health 

(B.Sc.M.H.). The Bachelor of Science in Psychiatric Nursing 

program is the first of its kind in North America but has 

prompted development of similar programs in other 

jurisdictions. The four-year program prepares graduates to 

work as Registered Psychiatric Nurses (R.P.N.s) in fields 

related to mental health and developmental habilitation with 

individuals, families, groups, and communities. The program 

combines psychiatric nursing education with studies in Arts 

and Science. Graduates are eligible to write the qualifying 

examinations for licensure as a Registered Psychiatric Nurse 

(R.P.N.). 

Students in the B.Sc.P.N. program develop skills in conducting 

a comprehensive health assessment and providing a range of 

interventions to promote, maintain and restore health. In 

addition to basic nursing skills, interventions include: individual 

and family counselling; conducting therapeutic groups; 

psychopharmacotherapy; and psychiatric rehabilitation. In line 

with significant ongoing changes in health care, and 

particularly in mental health, the curriculum continues to 

evolve. Recently approved additions to the curriculum include 

courses specific to family violence, substance abuse, and 

palliative care. The clinical practice component has also 

expanded to provide greater opportunities for application of 

learning. 

DEPARTMENT PROFILE:

PSYCHIATRIC NURSING
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Staff at Brandon University celebrate the opening of the Winnipeg site via video conference. BU President Dr. Louis P. Visentin
and School of Nursing Professor Dr. Renee Robinson can be seen cutting the ribbon to open the facility on the video screen.



I have been teaching at Ecole St. Patrick High School in Yellowknife 

since graduating from BU with my B.Ed. (A.D.) in 2001. In March of last 

year I put forth a proposal to create and teach a Canadian War History 

course, which culmintated in April of this year with a trip to London, 

Normandy and Vimy Ridge. At Vimy Ridge, the students participated in 

the 90th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge and the re-dedication 

of the Vimy Memorial.

I was stunned by the student interest in this initiative as over 100 

students and their parents attended the first information meeting.  This 

prompted me to expand registration from 32 spaces to 48, and there 

were still five students left on the waiting list. This meant that when the 

course began in September, 53 students (10% of the school's 

population) flocked to my classroom for two and a half hours every 

Wednesday, after completing a regular school day, to learn about 

Canada’s role in international conflict and peacekeeping.

Attendance in the class was mandatory and students had to pass 

Canadian War History and all of their other classes in order to go on the 

trip. Added to this was the mammoth task of fundraising to off-set the 

cost of the trip. For ten months students, parents and chaperones 

washed cars, bagged groceries, set up and took down events, sold 

chocolates and peddled raffle tickets, raising $103,789.69 through 

their hard work and the phenomenal support of the community.

The “Vimy Voyagers,” as they began calling themselves, gained a 

deeper understanding of the sacrifices made by so many so that we 

can enjoy the freedoms we have today, and this understanding was 

clearly illustrated several times throughout the trip. It is not often that 46 

teenagers fall silent spontaneously, but that happened at both Juno 

Beach and Beny-sur-Mer Cemetery, where I also saw students 

weeping openly. It was their comments to me that proved they had 

gained something invaluable: “I can see the ships out there, and the 

water turning red.” “You can hear the gunfire and the screams.” “I didn't 

know what 2,000 men dying looked like until I saw their headstones all 

in one place.” “I will never see Remembrance Day as just another day 

off school again.”

The ceremony at Vimy was particularly poignant for the students. They, 

along with 3,550 other students from across Canada, had been 

responsible for researching a soldier from WWI and writing a song, 

poem or biography about that soldier. Their project was then placed in 

a time capsule and interred at Vimy Ridge in a special ceremony prior 

to the re-dedication of the monument. (Copies of the St. Pat’s student 

assignments can be found on-line at:

 http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/vimy/student-writing.html).

Each student wore a replica WWI shirt, and seeing that sea of green 

standing in the cemetery representing those who fell at Vimy, then 

seeing them march en masse to the monument knowing that so many 

men — who were not much older than the students representing them 

— died at Vimy Ridge, sent chills down the spines of the chaperones 

and students alike.

Sometimes teenagers are portrayed as ungrateful menaces by the 

media, which causes anxiety about the future of our society in people 

who don’t get to work with these youth on a regular basis. Rest assured 

that the young adults I saw at Vimy will do just fine when it’s their turn to 

“take over.” In fact, they're already better at appreciating the freedoms 

we have and why we have them than many adults I know. I have never 

been so proud to be a teacher or a Canadian as I was while working 

with these exceptional young men and women. “We will remember 

them” has taken on much more significance for all of us.

LORALEA WARK 01: ’ VIMY RIDGE
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ALUMNI EVENTS

For more information or to register for any of these events, 
please contact the Alumni Association at:  1.877.282.4483 or 

204.727.9697 or e-mail at alumni@brandonu.ca.

On Saturday, March 3, 2007 alumni reunited at Canadian Forces 
Base Esquimalt Wardroom for a luncheon and tour of the Naval & 
Military Museum. The event was hosted by Mrs. Joy (Barton) 
Finlay, ’54 and Mr. Cam Finlay, ’52. Guest speakers included Dr. 
Jeff Williams, BU Vice-President, Academic & Research; Mr. John 
Scott, BU Alumni Association President; Mrs. Betty Coleman, 
HMCS BRANDON Sponsor; Lieutenant-Commander Grant E. 
Bannister, HMCS BRANDON.

Calgary Alumni Event
On Thursday, May 17, 2007 Brandon University alumni gathered at 
the Calgary Zoo for an evening with alumnus Brian Keating, ’80, 
Head of Conservation Outreach, Calgary Zoological Society. Brian 
took guests on a spirit-lifting journey into some of the planet’s best 
wilderness locations, with his Going Wild presentation. His passion 
for remote travel was revealed as he took alumni on an adventure 
to summits near and far.

BU BU at the at the 

ZOOZOO
Watch for upcoming events in

Winnipeg, Saskatoon and Vancouver!
Homecoming

October 19, 20 & 21, 2007 – Don't miss it!

A L E X A N D E R

TSELYAKOV

Victoria Alumni Event
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(Left to Right) Lieutenant-Commander Jackie Smola, Dr. Jeff williams,
Mrs. Betty Coleman and Lieutenant-Commander Grant Bannister

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Ottawa Alumni Event
The Alumni Association is pleased to be hosting an afternoon 
reception in Ottawa on Sunday, June 24, 2007, with distinguished 
pianist Alexander Tselyakov. Tselyakov is an Associate Professor of 
Piano at Brandon University’s School of Music and began his 
concert career with the State Philharmonic Orchestra in his native 
Soviet Union at the age of nine. Since then, he has performed 
frequently with leading orchestras worldwide including the 
Leningrad Philharmonic, Moscow Philharmonic, Warsaw National 
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Toronto Symphony.

Special guests, Dr. Louis P. Visentin, BU President and Vice-
Chancellor and Dr. Glen Carruthers, Dean of the BU School of 
Music, will be present to give updates on the latest developments 
at the University. 

Please join us at the Fairmont Chateau Laurier June 24, from 2:00 
p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  For more information or to register, please contact 
the Brandon University Alumni Association.
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A year long celebration...

ACTUAL BIRTHDAY EVENT
May 30th, 2007

HOMECOMING WEEKEND/
CANADA DAY CELEBRATIONS

June 29th, June 30th, July 1st, 2007
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On January 1, 2004, the federal Personal Information 
Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA) 
came into force for all organizations across Canada.

Brandon University Alumni Association collects 
information about its alumni and friends and is 
committed to the protection and privacy of this 
information. We make every effort to comply with 
applicable laws such as the Manitoba Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA) and 
the Federal Personal Information Protection and 
Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA).

In order for us to offer you affinity programs and 
services and to strengthen relationships between 
graduates and BU, personal information such as 
your name, address, phone number and other 
relevant data is used for the purpose of sending you 
the Alumni News magazine, information about 
alumni events, affinity programs and services, 
alumni surveys and fundraising initiatives. Except for 
the purposes set out above, we will not sell, barter or 
lease our alumni database information to any 
external agencies.

We want to ensure your personal information is treated 
according to your wishes. we will assume we have your 
consent to keep you connected to your Alma Mater, 
Brandon University and the Brandon University Alumni 
Association, unless otherwise indicated below.

I do not wish to be contacted by:
r Brandon University
r Brandon University Alumni Association
r Third-party business partners of Brandon University or 

the Brandon University Alumni Association (i.e. 
insurance or affinity cards program information) and 
do not consent to the disclosure of any personal 
information to such third parties.

Name

Telephone

Address

City, Province     Postal Code

Fax

Signature Date

E-mail

Please return to:
Brandon University Alumni Association

270 – 18th Street, Brandon, MB, CANADA  R7A 6A9

Email: alumni@brandonu.ca   Tel: 204.727.9697   
Fax: 204.727.4674   www.alumni.brandonu.ca

** If you have any questions or concerns regarding our privacy 
policy or the use of your personal information, please contact 

our Privacy Officer at 204.727.9723

YOUR PRIVACY IS

IMPORTANT TO US

PIPEDA: Protecting Your Information
Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act

KEEP IN TOUCH! 
PLEASE SEND US YOUR

E-MAIL ADDRESSES!

BE SURE TO UPDATE YOUR
CONTACT INFORMATION.

Brandon University’s S. J. McKee 

Archives is looking for anyone 

that may have a copy of a 1944 

Sickle or copies of the 1943-1944 

Quill. If you have a copy, or any 

information as to whether these 

were produced during this 

particular period, please contact:

Mr. Tom Mitchell,

Brandon University Archivist 

Tel: 204.727.9634

 or by e-mail at: 

mitchellt@brandonu.ca

WE NEED
YOUR HELP

Alumni Privileges
Simply by being a BU graduate, you have access to many 
services and discounts. 

Alumni Card: Your alumni card is FREE. This member card 
allows you to enjoy special benefits and discounts. 
Contact the Alumni Association and apply for your card 
now.

Alumni News Magazine: FREE subscription to the 
magazine, published twice yearly.

Career Planning & Placement Services: Our Career 
Planning & Placement Officer can help you launch or 
further your career. Contact Doug Pople at 204.727.9651 or 
at careers@brandonu.ca

Recreational Facility Use: Alumni are welcome to make use 
of the BU Gymnasium. Contact Campus Recreation at 
204.727.9636. BU alumni may also make use of recreation 
facilities through the Reciprocal Recreation Facilities 
Program at many different colleges and universities. Check 
our website for a list of participating schools.

Alumni Events: Alumni Events, on and off campus, are an 
excellent way to network with other alumni. To hold an 
alumni event in your hometown, or for reunion planning, 
please call our Alumni Officer at 204.727.9697.

John E. Robbins Library Borrowing Privileges: Show your 
alumni card and receive full borrowing privileges.

Bobcat Home Games: Show your alumni card and receive 
a discount on all home games.

Group Life Insurance: We are pleased to partner with 
Industrial Alliance Pacific Life Insurance to provide you with 
comprehensive coverage at economical group rates.

BUAA MasterCard TM Affinity Program: In partnership with 
MBNA Canada, we have established a card that gives you 
the benefits of MasterCard TM while a percentage of each 
purchase charged to the card supports the BU Alumni 
Association and its services for alumni.



DISPLAY YOUR SUCCESS!

A B C

D E F

Brandon University Alumni Association, 270 – 18th Street, Brandon, MB, CANADA  R7A 6A9
If this issue is addressed to someone no longer a permanent resident of your home, please notify us so we can properly forward future issues. If any readers have comments or

questions about this publication (or would like to submit story ideas), call 204.727.9697 or email alumni@brandonu.ca, or write us at the above address. Thank you.

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT #40064061

A lifelong academic achievement deserves a frame for a lifetime. Don’t relegate your 
diploma to the bottom of a drawer. Frame it in a distinctive, high quality frame and present it 
with pride. Make your selection from:

A Gold Metal – Classic gold frame with single mat.
B – Black Vogue – Black metal frame with a wider contemporary moulding.
C – Traditional Wood – Walnut coloured wood with double mat.
D – Briarwood – Contemporary-looking with a wide, flat profile and a satin mahogany 

coloured finish.
E – Diplomat – Highly lacquered mahogany coloured wood with triple mat.

 – 

F Diplomat Plus – Top of the line, highly lacquered mahogany coloured moulding, 
suede mat and gold wood fillet in the mat opening.

G – Emblematic Mirror – 7.5 x 7.5 mirror, comes in gold, silver or black.
H – Vanguard Black Emblematic Album – holds 200 3.5 x 5 or 4 x 6 photos in easy slip 

in pockets along with slide-in memo writing strips under each.
I – Kingsley Sewn Emblematic Album – holds 100 3.5 x 5 or 4 x 6 photos in easy slip in 

pockets with black background. Comes in assorted colours - green with tan spine; 
navy with grey spine; or maroon with green spine.

 – 

A lifelong academic achievement deserves a frame for a lifetime.

Name

Telephone

Address

City

Province     Postal Code

r Visa    Mastercard  American Express  Cheque payable to Brandon University Alumni Association r     r     r

Card Number    Expiry Date

Signature

ORDER FORM QTY DESCRIPTION 
A:

GOLD
METAL 

B:
BLACK
VOGUE 

C:
TRAD.
WOOD 

D:
BRIAR-
WOOD 

E: F:
DIPLOMAT

PLUS
DIPLOMAT

Diploma

Portrait 11x14 fits 8x10

Portrait 8x10 fits 5x7

45.00

35.00

25.00

55.00

40.00

30.00

65.00

45.00

35.00

90.00

55.00

45.00

110.00

65.00

55.00

130.00

75.00

65.00

QTY 
G:

EMBLEMATIC MIRROR

H:
VANGUARD

EMBLEMATIC ALBUM

I:
KINGSLEY

EMBLEMATIC ALBUM

Gold Green

Silver Navy

Black

Black Only

Maroon

20.00 20.00 15.00

20.00 15.00

20.00 15.00

Prices include all applicable taxes. Shipping and Handling ($8.50)

Total

GST Registration #106806789RT
Brandon University Alumni Association, 270 – 18th Street, Brandon, MB, CANADA  R7A 6A9

Email: alumni@brandonu.ca   Tel: 204.727.9697   Fax: 204.727.4674   www.alumni.brandonu.ca

G

H
I


