
S P R I N G / S U M M E R 2 0 1 0

FROM BU TO
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS
Career Path Leads to Collaborations in Green Technology

Honorary Degrees & Award Winners
Lorne Watson: A Musical Legacy
“Healthy Campus”IN

SI
D

E
T

H
IS

 IS
SU

E homecoming 2010
celebrating 1940, 1950, 1960 & 1970

registration inside!

Richard Stromback, B.Sc. ’94:





THIS ISSUE’S CONTRIBUTORS

EXECUTIVE EDITORS
Carla Eisler – eislerc@brandonu.ca
Brant Batters – battersb@brandonu.ca

WRITERS
Brant Batters, Dr. Glen Carruthers, Carla 
Eisler, Shawna English & Chris Szabo

PHOTOGRAPHY
Brant Batters, BU S.J. McKee Archives, 
Carla Eisler, The Family Tree,
KeyWest Photo & Lisa Murray

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Angela Burgess of Webber Printing

PRINTER
Leech Printing

This magazine was printed on FSC 
Certified stock at Leech Printing Limited, a 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) chain of 
custody certified printer. For more 
information go to www.fsc.org.

FEEDBACK OR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
communications@brandonu.ca

ADVERTISING
204.727.9762
communications@brandonu.ca

SEND US YOUR STORIES
A personable and friendly place like 
Brandon University (BU) no doubt 
harbours a multitude of heart-warming 
stories. As alumni, you have much to tell 
about the relationships that you developed 
while at BU. Was BU the meeting ground 
for you and your spouse, a business 
partner, or best friend? Perhaps you 
developed a lifelong mentorship with a 
special faculty member?

If you have any suggestions, or know of an 
outstanding alumna/alumnus you believe 
we should feature, please contact the 
Alumni Office. We look forward to hearing 
your ideas, suggestions and feedback.

Alumni News is published twice a year and 
reaches more than 13,000 alumni and 
friends of Brandon University world-wide. 
To date, thousands of alumni have 
supported the Brandon University Alumni 
Association (BUAA) through participation 
in alumni programs and affinity product 
and service offerings. If you do not wish to 
be provided with such product or service 
offers, or do not wish to receive Alumni 
News in the future, please contact us.

BRANDON UNIVERSITY
270 – 18th Street

Brandon, Manitoba  R7A 6A9
Phone: 204.727.9697   Fax: 204.727.4674

Email: alumni@brandonu.ca
www.alumni.brandonu.ca

Publications Mail Agreement #40064061
Return undeliverable Canadian 

addresses to
BRANDON UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

270 – 18th Street
Brandon, Manitoba, Canada  R7A 6A9

features
Honorary Degrees & Award Winners

Feature Story: From BU to Global Connections

Lorne Watson: A Musical Legacy

“Healthy Campus”

5

10

18

24

S P R I N G / S U M M E R 2 0 1 0   3

President’s Message

BU News & Highlights

Alumni Association Greetings

2010 Homecoming

Keeping in Touch

Alumni Events

Brandon University Foundation

In Your Words

4

8

13

14

16

17

20

26

columns & departments

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
V O L U M E 1 1 1   I S S U E 0 1

In an effort to reduce costs and save our natural resources, we encourage you to sign up to receive a notice 
when our newest edition of the Alumni News magazine is available online. Signing up for this service 
means that we will no longer send you a paper copy of the magazine in the mail. Instead, you will receive an 
email notice that the latest issue of the magazine is available electronically.

To sign up, please email us at alumni@brandonu.ca with the subject line: Alumni News Online. Be sure to 
provide us with the email address to which you would like your notice sent.

Email Collection
Would you like to receive information from the Alumni Association via email? If so, please send us your 
email address to be included in our email-outs for upcoming alumni events, news and offers. Send your 
email addresses to: alumni@brandonu.ca.Sign Up Now!

Going
Green



4   S P R I N G / S U M M E R 2 0 1 0

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Very best greetings from BU! This has been an exciting year! With the celebration of Brandon University's 99th 
Convocation ceremony, almost 700 new graduates become BU alumni. We are also proud to welcome our new 
honorary doctorate graduates of Brandon University, Phil Fontaine and Stephen Lewis.

It is hard to believe that almost nine months have passed since I joined this wonderful University. Perhaps our most 
exciting announcement came on March 19th when we were visited by all three levels of government for the 
announcement of our Healthy Living Centre. Prime Minister Harper, Premier Selinger and Mayor Burgess, as well as 
other elected officials and dignitaries, gathered in our 1965 gymnasium to announce the world class facility that will 
be our new multipurpose healthy living centre. I thank my predecessor, Dr. Lou Visentin, for his vision in initiating the 
plan for this building.

Our Alumni Association board has been very active with several projects and events. I have had very fruitful alumni 
visits to Victoria in March and Winnipeg at the end of April. 

We are finishing our University plan which will guide the University from 2010 through 2015. I look forward to sharing 
this plan with you after it is approved by the Board of Governors.

We continue to respond to our communities' request to respond to concerns about the education, recruitment and 
retention of primary care physicians in rural Manitoba. We will keep you informed as we move forward.

I hope you have a healthy and happy summer and look forward to seeing you at fall Homecoming.

Best wishes,

Deborah C. Poff, PhD, President and Vice-Chancellor

BRANDON UNIVERSITY

President’s Message



Brandon University is awarding Honorary Doctorates to Mr. Phil Fontaine and Mr. Stephen Lewis. Fontaine is a champion for facilitating 
change and advancement for First Nations people, while Lewis is a world renowned advocate and former U.N. Ambassador. A Doctor of 
Laws (honoris causa) will be conferred upon both.

In the early 1980's, Fontaine was elected to the position of Manitoba Regional Chief for the Assembly of First Nations. When his term 
expired in 1991, he was elected Grand Chief of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs where he served three consecutive terms. He played a key 
role in the development of Manitoba’s Framework Agreement Initiative, in the defeat of the Meech Lake Accord, and signed an 
Employment Equity Agreement with 39 federal agencies. In 1997 he stepped onto the national stage where he was elected to the highest 
elected position in First Nations politics, National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations. He recently finished serving an unprecedented 
third term in office. 

His list of accomplishments as National Chief include signing the Declaration of Kinship and Cooperation of the Indigenous and First 
Nations of North America, being the first Indigenous leader to address the Organization of American States, leading the successful 
resolution and settlement of the 150 year Indian residential school tragedy which led to the historical Apology by the Canadian 
government, the Making Poverty History Campaign, lobbying for the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, and 
negotiating a fair and just process for the settlement of Specific land claims. His belief in creating an inclusive Assembly of First Nations 
ensured that all information was accessible in both French and English languages, and initiated the Renewal Commission, resulting in a 47 
recommendation report on improving the political structure of the AFN, including a universal vote by all First Nations citizens. Fontaine is a 
dedicated and highly respected figure in Canada. He has membership in the Order of Manitoba and he currently owns and operates 
Ishkonigan Inc., a consulting and mediation company. Fontaine is a proud member of the Sagkeeng First Nation in Manitoba and still plays 
an active role in the support of his community.

Lewis’ work with the United Nations spanned more than two decades. He was the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in 
Africa from June 2001 until the end of 2006. From 1995 to 1999, Lewis was Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF at the organization’s 
global headquarters in New York. From 1984 through 1988, Lewis was Canada’s Ambassador to the United Nations. 

He is the author of the best-selling book, Race Against Time. He holds 30 honorary degrees from Canadian universities and is a Companion 
of the Order of Canada, Canada’s highest honour for lifetime achievement. He was awarded the Pearson Peace Medal in 2004 by the 
United Nations Association in Canada; the award celebrates outstanding achievement in the field of international service and 
understanding. In 2007, the Kingdom of Lesotho (a small mountainous country in Southern Africa) invested Lewis as Knight Commander 
of the Most Dignified Order of Moshoeshoe. The order is named for the founder of Lesotho; the knighthood is the country’s highest honour.

Lewis is currently a Professor in Global Health in the Faculty of Social Sciences at McMaster University and Chair of the board of the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation (www.stephenlewisfoundation.org) which is dedicated to turning the tide of HIV/AIDS in Africa. In addition, he 
is Co-Director of AIDS-Free World in the United States and serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the Clinton Health Access 
Initiative and of the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative. 

PHIL FONTAINE STEPHEN LEWIS
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2010 HONORARY DOCTORATE RECIPIENTS 



2010 AWARD WINNERS
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VALEDICTORIANS
HEATHER FINDLAY — was born in Brandon, Manitoba and grew up the youngest of five 
children in the nearby community of Oak Lake. She attended high school at Virden Collegiate 
Institute and graduated on the Honour Roll in 2005.  Heather enrolled in classes at Brandon 
University in the fall of 2005 and graduated in the spring of 2008 with a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree, majoring in history and minoring in English and psychology. Heather was then 
accepted into the Faculty of Education After Degree program. During this program of study 
she became involved in the Education Student Society as President and co-managed the 
Education Resource Room. 

SENATE AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH
DR. BEV NICHOLSON — is a Professor of Archaeology at Brandon University where he has been 
teaching since 1981. Since coming to BU, he has received over 3.3 million dollars in research 
funding including the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) funded 
multidisciplinary Study of Cultural Adaptations in the Canadian Prairie Ecozone Project.

Dr. Nicholson was appointed to the SSHRC and has also served his discipline through regional, 
provincial and national organizations. Dr. Nicholson was born and raised in Manitoba. He is 
married to Sylvia Will Nicholson who has worked on numerous research projects and 
collaborated on publications. They have four children and seven grandchildren.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
IN COMMUNITY SERVICE
BRANDY ROBERTSON — began working at BU in Ancillary Services and currently works as an 
Office Assistant for the Psychology and joint Mathematics & Computer Science Departments. 
Brandy is also a student at BU.

Brandy's passion is working with the World University Service of Canada (WUSC) and their 
initiatives such as sponsoring a refugee student, HIV/AIDS awareness, Fair Trade education, and 
many other WUSC related campaigns. During Brandy’s time with WUSC, the Brandon group has 
been awarded the National Local Committee Award and has been nominated for a $20,000 
grant awarded by the Canadian Federal Government for multiculturalism.

JILL NORMINTON — was born in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan and moved to Brandon with her 
family in 1998. In 2005, she graduated with honours from Vincent Massey High School and is 
proud to obtain her baccalaureate in nursing in May 2010. Throughout her studies at BU she 
became involved with the Brandon University Students' Union as Health Studies Commissioner 
and was President of the Brandon University Nurses' Association. She also served as a student 
representative on the Brandon University Nursing Advisory Committee and was the recipient of 
the 2009 ACT Club Scholarship. Jill has taken a full-time position in the emergency department 
at Grace General Hospital in Winnipeg. She has plans of furthering her experience in emergency 
medicine and corrections, and hopes to obtain a master's degree as an advanced practice nurse 
in the future.



LISA BARTLEY — was raised in Elkhorn, MB and attended Elkhorn School. She attended Brandon 
University from 1985-1989, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Canadian History. She 
went on to the Université Laval to study French. She graduated from BU in 1994 with her B.Ed. (A.D.) 
and began her career teaching ELA and social studies in Berens River, MB. She spent two years there, 
then returned to western Manitoba to teach in Fort la Bosse before settling into her career in the Rolling 
River School Division (RRSD). She taught middle years in Minnedosa and Erickson, then spent nine 
years teaching ELA and history at Minnedosa Collegiate. Two years ago she met her partner and moved 
to be with him in Swan River where she currently teaches senior years ELA. Highlights of her career 
include leading the divisional marking team at RRSD, being a marker-trainer for the provincial ELA 
standards test, divisional grade group leader and numerous graduations where she has been asked to 
give the address to her students. She considers herself blessed to have had wonderful students enter 
her life and go on to pursue their potential in all areas of study and the world.

STACEY HAINSTOCK — was born and raised in Thompson, MB, leaving only for a short time to attend 
school at Brandon University. After graduating from BU with a Bachelor of Science (major in 
mathematics and a minor in physics) in 2002, she began the two-year Education After Degree program 
offered at BU. After finishing university in 2004, Stacey began teaching mathematics at R.D. Parker 
Collegiate in Thompson, MB. After only one year, the physics position opened and she has been 
teaching a combination of physics, general science and mathematics ever since. Teaching has always 
been her passion, even as a child. She routinely made her little sister play the student and would teach 
her multiplication and division until she couldn't take it anymore. Stacey lives with her husband Joe, and 
son Seth.

HOWARD HOLE — was a member of the Bobcat Hockey program during his four years at Brandon 
University. Since then, he has had the privilege of working for the past 25 years in the field of education 
as a teacher and as a counsellor, both in Manitoba and in British Columbia. He is presently teaching and 
counselling at Virden Collegiate Institute in Virden, MB. During his professional career he has 
volunteered to coach the school volleyball team and the community fastball and baseball teams. He 
has been involved in Peer Helper programs over the years as the development of youth leadership is 
important to him. Sports have always been a large part of his life and he continues to participate in 
many activities. Howard enjoys life with his wife Patricia, his son, Riley, and his daughter, Kaleigh.

KAREN TAYLOR — grew up on a farm just outside of Oak River, MB where an appreciation of the 
natural world was fostered at an early age. She graduated from Brandon University in 1980 with a 
Bachelor of Teaching and then a Bachelor of Education in 1989. Karen's first year of teaching was at 
Birtle Elementary School with the rest of her vocation being employed with the Brandon School 
Division. Teaching about nature has been a continuous theme throughout her career, spanning many 
grades in early and middle years. It remains a joy for Karen to go to school every day and work with 
children, helping them develop to their potential. She likes to keep in touch with her students to see how 
they have prospered in their lives. She also enjoys spending time with her husband Larry, three children, 
Susan, Dale and Steven, and granddaughter, Heather.

JANE WARD — received her Bachelor of Education degree from the University of British Columbia in 
1981. She has been teaching for 29 years. Jane started teaching at Glen Avon Protestant Separate 
School, in St. Paul, Alberta, as the music and band teacher for students in K – 9. Her husband Brian, is a 
pilot with the Canadian Forces, so moving frequently has been part of their lives. During their travels, 
Jane has taught various levels and grades in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and The Netherlands at 
a school for the children of serving NATO members. She is currently back in Portage la Prairie, for a third 
stint. During her time in Europe she was exposed to teaching methods and ideologies from many 
countries. She discovered a love for the use of technology in the classroom and now enjoys infusing it 
into her classroom all the time. Her classroom is the site of a pilot project putting a laptop computer 
into each of her students' hands. Jane also mentors other teachers in her school and within the division 
on the effective use of technology in their own classrooms. 
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Dr. Deborah Poff and Physical Plant Director, Bill Myers cut the ribbon at the grand opening along with MLA Mr. Drew Caldwell.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper visited Brandon University March 
19, to announce the Government of Canada's support for the 
Brandon University Healthy Living Centre. This project will expand 
and improve the current gymnasium built in 1965. (For more 
information on the visit, please see page 22.)

Prime Minister Stephen Harper shakes hands with members of the BU Bobcats

At a concert and reception celebrating the finale of the three-year 
Standing Ovation Campaign at Brandon University's School of 
Music on February 8, it was announced that $824,510 in gifts and 
pledges have been raised for the School.

All gifts to the Lorne Watson Recital Hall Seat Sale (to date 
$128,000) will support an endowment that will continue to fund 
the most pressing needs of the School of Music in perpetuity. If you 
would like to participate in this unique opportunity to name a seat, 
please call 204.727.9715.

Standing Ovation Campaign
Raises $824,510

L-R: Dr. Michael Kim, Dean of the School of Music and Campaign Chair
& Dr. Glen Carruthers, past Campaign Chair

After four years of planning and construction, Brandon University 
officially opened its brand new, spacious $3.9 million Physical 
Plant on April 7, 2010.

The Physical Plant serves as the hub for many campus operations 
and provides services from security and technical support to 
building maintenance, project management, groundskeeping, 
deliveries and housekeeping.

The new building replaces the old Physical Plant building, which 
was originally a barracks from the Second World War. Known, as 
the "H-Hut" it was torn down in May to make room for a proposed 
Brandon University Students’ Union (BUSU) building expansion. 
No timeline has been set for this construction.

Brandon University
Physical Plant Opens

H-Hut before demolition. A curious group of onlookers as
the H-Hut falls to the ground.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper visits BU



This is just a sample of the wealth of new and exciting things that have happened at BU in the past few months. For more 
information on any of these stories, or on what is happening at BU right now, please visit www.brandonu.ca/news. To stay 
up-to-date, sign up for the BU News & Highlights email by sending a message to communications@brandonu.ca.

Brandon University's Bachelor of First Nations and Aboriginal 
Counselling (FNAC) will be revising its name. Beginning in the 2010-
11 academic year the program will be known as the Bachelor of 
Indigenous Health and Human Services (IHHS).

The name change reflects the new location of the program within the 
School of Health Studies, and the curriculum revisions that were 
made which include an increase in the number of courses offered in 
Western counselling theories and skills. However, it will still honour 
the original intent and vision of FNAC to train Aboriginal people as 
counsellors. Counselling will only make up one component of the 
training students will receive in the new IHHS Program.

Dr. Janet Koprivnikar, from the BU Biology Department was 
awarded an NSERC (Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada) Discovery Grant worth $100,000, spread 
across five years.

Dr. Koprivnikar's project is entitled, “Parasitism in Aquatic 
Communities – Environmental Influences and Stressors.” She and 
her team of students will aim to understand the importance of, and 
mechanisms behind, pathogen involvement in worldwide 
amphibian declines as well as explore the broader effects on other 
freshwater animals.

BU NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS

Bobcat Athletics were honoured with a myriad of national awards 
after the 2009-10 season.

Paul Sanderson was named the Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
(CIS) Player of the Year for men's volleyball. He was also named the 
Canada West MVP, along with being a CIS and Canada West first 
team All-Star. His coach, Russ Paddock, was named the Canada 
West Coach of the Year. Teagan Hunter from the women's 
volleyball team was named a Canada West second team All-Star. 
Dany Charlery of the men's basketball team was also named a 
Canada West second team All-Star.

Brandon University has been given the go-ahead to establish a 
Masters of Psychiatric Nursing (MPN) program – the first of its 
kind in Canada. 

A target start date of January 2011 has been established for 
admission of the first students. The program will have eight full-
time seats available for students. The MPN program is designed 
for professionals who are seeking advanced practice roles in 
administration, clinical practice or education. Graduates will be 
prepared for leadership in psychiatric nursing and health care.

Paul Sanderson named the CIS Player of the Year for men’s volleyball.
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Dr. Koprivnikar working in the field.

Brandon University Bobcat Athletes
& Coach Honoured with Awards

Masters of Psychiatric Nursing Program
to be Established January 2011

BU’s Bachelor of Indigenous
Health & Human Services

NSERC Discovery Grant Awarded
to Dr. Janet Koprivnikar
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Rubbing elbows with global leaders and business 
magnates like Tony Blair and Sir Richard Branson 
and jetting to Europe, Asia and other exotic 
destinations are par for the course in Richard 
“Rich” Stromback’s life. 

The Brandon University alumnus’ career path has 
led him to focus his attention on green technology 
and thus, has made connections with these and 
other ecologically conscious individuals. 

Photo Insert: Stromback receiving his degree from former Dean of Science, Dr. Roger Smith. (Photo courtesy of S. J. McKee Archives.)
Photo Bottom: Richard Stromback & Richard Branson greet Tony Blair, former Prime Minister, United Kingdom.

Richard Stromback, B.Sc. ’94:
Career Path Leads to Collaborations in Green Technology

FROM BU TO GLOBAL
CONNECTIONS
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He has a presence — that’s the other thing. He had it even 
back then. I think he didn’t have a lot of fear. He would try 
anything. He’s been extremely successful and it doesn’t 
surprise me.”

Today, Rich speculates that if he had gone to any other 
university, he thinks he would not have gotten a degree in 
computer science. As well, he would not have met his 
Winnipeg-born wife, Jill McAskie, who graduated with
an Education Degree in 1994, from Brandon University. 

Currently, Jill teaches physical education in West 
Bloomfield, Michigan, and recently won a Teacher of the 
Year award. 

Rich acknowledges that it was the support he had at 
Brandon University that was key in the success he has had 
in the technology and green industries. His first foray in the 
working world was at Compuware, a large computer 
company. However, in 1997, only two years after 
graduating, Rich launched his first business — Web Group. 

An information technology consulting and staffing firm, 
Web Group employed 80 and had an estimated revenue of 
$10 million. 

Rich, a former hockey player whose professional yearnings 
were cut short by an eye injury, arrived in Brandon to play 
for the Bobcats hockey team in 1991.

“I had played in the Ontario Hockey League and the East 
Coast Hockey League and I was considered a professional 
hockey player, but when I couldn’t play hockey anymore, I 
thought I’d go back to university. I went to university back 
in Canada because the amateur status rules are different 
there than in the U.S.,” he said from his home close to 
Detroit, where he grew up.

Soon after arriving at Brandon University, it was 
determined that he was not an amateur player due to his 
experience. Regardless, Rich stayed on at Brandon 
University and completed a three-year degree in computer 
science, before returning to Michigan. 

“I really enjoyed it. I think sometimes people discount the 
quality of the education at Brandon University, but I 
thought it was an exceptional school and the computer 
science program I was in was really good. The main thing is 
that the community should have an appreciation for the 
quality of education and of the people at Brandon 
University,” he said. “It’s a small school so you got a lot of 
direct interaction. I had professors like Dr. McMaster there 
who were passionate, engaged and extremely supportive. 
(Dr. McMaster) got me engaged and kept me engaged in 
the program. You wouldn’t necessarily get that here in the 
U.S.”

Still teaching in the computer department, Dr. George 
McMaster distinctly remembers Rich. “He seemed to 
know what he wanted to do. He had a path. He just took to 
computer science like a duck to water. He was very strong, 
very hard working and fairly independent. He wasn’t a 
needy student, but he’d come and ask you questions if he 
didn’t understand something,” said Dr. McMaster.“

quality of education and of the people

at Brandon University.

“...the community should
have an appreciation for the

It’s a small school so you got
a lot of direct interaction.”

Stromback and various business and world leaders have lunch on Necker Island.



�He played hockey in the OHL and the ECHL from 1986 to 1990.
�He attended Brandon University from 1991 to 1994.
�He founded Web Group in 1997 and sold it in 2002.
�In 2003, he invested in Ecology Coatings and was the Chair of the Board of Directors for several years.
�In 2006, he garnered the Technology Pioneer Award in Ecology from the World Economic Forum in
   Switzerland, an event he returns to annually. 
�In 2007, the World Economic Forum named him one of 200 young global leaders, joining others like Rahul  
   Gandhi, the grandson of Indira Gandhi, Haakon Magnus, the Crown Prince of Norway, and Larry Page,
   co-founder of Google. 
�In 2008, he was named one of the top 40 leaders under 40 by Crain’s Detroit Business. 
�That same year, he co-hosted a green summit with Richard Branson on the latter’s private
   island in the Virgin Islands. 
�Today, he leads Stromback Global Advisors, Stromback Ventures, Stromback Media,
   Stromback Films and the Stromback Foundation. F
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Under Rich’s direction, Web Group developed at such a 
quick rate that it was placed in the 189th spot on Inc. 
magazine’s list of 500 fastest growing companies in 2002. 
That same year, he sold the company to Arrow Strategies 
for an undisclosed amount. 

“I started branching out and doing other deals, mainly in the 
IT space. You get more for being a venture capitalist. After 
the dot-com crash in 2000, the subsequent year and a half 
after, the IT space was very difficult. I took a year off and I 
focused my efforts in the next big thing,” he said. “So, I 
made a move into clean technology in 2003.”

His investments were then redirected into this broad sector 
that encompasses alternative energy, energy conservation, 
water technologies and the other areas that have 
environmental benefits. 

Though he maintains his investment in Ecology Coatings, 
the companies Rich has founded and now leads include:

• Stromback Global Advisors, which assists clients in  
  developing working relationships with leaders  
  around the globe and of which he is the founder and 
  chair
• Stromback Ventures, a venture/mentor capital firm 
• the web designing Stromback Media 
• Stromback Films, which pinpoints promising 
   independent projects and distributes them globally
• the Stromback Foundation, which funds eco-friendly 
  initiatives and strives to raise awareness about 
  environmental issues

With this new approach to his life, both personally and 
professionally, he has crossed paths with movers and 
shakers at events like the World Economic Forum in 
Switzerland, the Milliken Institute Global Conference and 
the Clinton Global Initiative. 

“I met Richard Branson five years ago. I was talking to him to 
see if he wanted to co-host something with me to get like-
minded leaders on (Branson’s) Necker Island. He was 
excited about the idea and so that was something we put 
together and brought in another company called Climate 
Group. It organizes events and works with a lot of 
corporations,” Rich said. “We had a lot of good success with 
that gathering (in 2008). It launched a couple of things — 
Tony Blair’s green initiatives came out of that and so did 
Richard’s Carbon War Room, along with other things.”

Though his professional endeavours are making a 
difference in the environment and the earth’s future, Rich 
does not dwell on his contributions. 

“I don’t think too much about it. I just plug away at what I do 
and try to make a difference,” he said. “My work is giving 
me a lot of enjoyment and fulfilment.” 

“I don’t think too much about it.

I just plug away at what I do
and try to make a difference.”

Richard Stromback (Right) & Sir Richard Branson at Ecology Summit.



OUR MISSION 
The BUAA is dedicated to building and serving

the community of present and future alumni
by celebrating the traditions of Brandon University,

inspiring pride in Brandon University and
enhancing student life at Brandon University. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Mrs. Amanda McGregor ‘03

Past-President, Mr. John Scott ‘74
Vice-President, Mrs. Louise Lamont ’94, ’04

Mrs. Debra Carnegie ’76
Mr. Bryan Cesmystruk, ’89

Ms Teresa Flannery ’92, ’06
Mr. Grant Hamilton ’04
Mr. Rich Lonstrup ’94

Mr. Ed Mazer ’69
Mrs. Lana Myers ’68

EX OFFICIO - VOTING 
BU Faculty Association Rep., Dr. Noreen Ek 
BU Students’ Union Rep., Ms Jade Visser

BU President, Dr. Deborah Poff 

EX OFFICIO - NON VOTING 
Department of Institutional Advancement
Acting Director/Alumni Relations Officer,

Mrs. Carla Eisler

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Convocation is always a very exciting time at the University. For students, it is the reward for 
years of hard work and most will count it as a major milestone in their lives. Graduation is a very 
important event for the Alumni Association as well. Every year at graduation we get to 
welcome hundreds of new members into our “club.” With the welcoming of these new 
members, however, there comes a challenge.  How do we (the Alumni Association) go about 
keeping in touch with our ever growing membership and how do we plan events and provide 
services that will make us relevant to our membership? This challenge was a topic of 
discussion at our last Alumni Association meeting and it will be a focus of the Alumni 
Association’s efforts in the upcoming months. As always, we welcome any ideas that you may 
have about how we can better serve our members.

One of the ways that the Alumni Association is currently working to keep in touch with 
Brandon University graduates is through visits to some of the communities where our 
graduates are living. We traveled to Victoria in March and had a wonderful time visiting 
approximately 40 BU graduates and guests living in the region. It was wonderful to have the 
chance to meet some more BU alumni and to have the opportunity to catch up with those that I 
have met at past Homecoming events. Plans are in the works for visits to Calgary and Ottawa 
this Fall.

For our local alumni or those planning to travel to Brandon this summer the Alumni Association 
has partnered with the Brandon Folk Music and Art Society in support of their 2010 Music and 
Art Festival (July 23rd-25th).  This partnership allows the Alumni Association to support a well 
attended, wonderful family event in this area and allows us to offer discounted tickets to the 
festival to BUAA members.  The festival will host a great line-up of artists this year including 
Buffy Sainte Marie.  Tickets can be purchased through the BUAA office.

Final details are already being worked on for Brandon University Homecoming 2010, which the 
Alumni Association will be hosting October 15th – 17th. We look forward to celebrating the 
class years of 1940, 1950, 1960 & 1970. Everyone is welcome to attend, it is sure to be a fun 
weekend.  

This will be my last Alumni Association President's message as my term comes to an end very 
shortly. The very capable Louise Lamont will be taking over as President of the Association and 
I look forward to working with her. My involvement with the Alumni Association has allowed 
me a wonderful opportunity to remain connected to Brandon University and I have enjoyed my 
time as President of the Association and all the opportunities to meet new people that it has 
provided me. 

Congratulations to all those graduating from Brandon University on May 29th.  Welcome to the 
Alumni Association.

Amanda McGregor, B.B.A. ’03
President, Brandon University Alumni Association

ALUMNI
MEMBER CARD
The Brandon University Alumni Member
Card is FREE! Take advantage of savings
offered through your Alumni Association’s
programs and services. Contact the Alumni
Office at 204.727.9697 or email: alumni@brandonu.ca

YOUR PRIVACY IS IMPORTANT TO US
PIPEDA: PROTECTING YOUR INFORMATION

PERSONAL INFORMATION PROTECTION AND ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS ACT

The Brandon University Alumni Association collects information about its alumni and friends and is committed to the 
protection and privacy of this information. We make every effort to comply with applicable laws such as the Manitoba 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA) and the Federal Personal Information Protection and 
Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA).

In order for us to offer you affinity programs and services and to strengthen relationships between graduates and BU, 
personal information such as your name, address, phone number and other relevant data is used for the purpose of 
sending you the Alumni News magazine, information about alumni events, affinity programs and services, alumni 
surveys and fundraising initiatives. Except for the purposes set out above, we will not sell, barter or lease our alumni 
database information to any external agencies.

President’s
Message
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homecoming 2010
celebrating 1940, 1950, 1960 & 1970

Join us for Homecoming Weekend as we celebrate 
the class years of 1940, 1950, 1960 & 1970. All class 
years are invited to attend and join in the festivities.

We hope you can make it! Call your friends and classmates and 
encourage them to attend. Contact the Alumni Association Office 
and find out who your class representative is. With the help of our 
alumni, we can ensure that each class member will be notified of 
the upcoming celebrations.

weekend events:
Friday
October 15
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Welcome Reception
Glen P. Sutherland Gallery of Art
Cost: $12.00 – Cash Bar
Join fellow graduates for an evening reception as we 
welcome back alumni from across the country. 

Class Reunions
The Gathering Space – John E. Robbins Library 
No Charge
Enjoy a cup of coffee as you walk down memory lane 
with classmates and friends. Bring your old 
photographs, Sickles and memorabilia. Tour the
S. J. McKee Archives, find your class flag and read 
the headlines from past issues of The Quill.

Alumni Luncheon
Tommy McLeod Curve Gallery
John E. Robbins Library – Second Floor 
Cost:  $15.00
Enjoy a light lunch and the company of friends as 
you catch up on years gone by. You can also take in a 
visual presentation of the campus highlights and 
changes over the years.

Campus Tour
Room 104 – Clark Hall
No Charge
Your guided tour will begin in the old Chapel Room 
in Clark Hall.  Take a journey into the past as you 
walk the halls of campus buildings old and new.

Saturday
October 16
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

All events are held at Brandon University



Name:

Graduation Year(s): Degree Type(s):

Spouse/Guest:

Address:

Province:

Country: Postal/Zip Code:

Phone (Home): (Work):

Fax: Email:

I want to register for:

REGISTRATION Please fill in the registration form below (please print clearly):

Expiry Date (MM/YY):

Send to: Brandon University Alumni Association
270 – 18th Street, Brandon, Manitoba, CANADA  R7A 6A9

TOTAL

 Please check here if we can include your name and class year
      on our website as an attendee of this year’s Homecoming.
r

PAID BY:
r
Please make cheques payable to Brandon University

 Cheque    Visa   Mastercard   American Expressr r r

Credit Card #:

Signature:

REGISTER NOW!
There are four ways to register or receive further information:
1. Online: alumni.brandonu.ca/homecoming
2. Call: 1.877.282.4483 or 204.727.9697 
3. Email: alumni@brandonu.ca
4. Mail: Brandon University Alumni Association:
270 – 18th Street, Brandon, MB R7A 6A9

r r r r r Dr.    Mr.    Mrs.    Ms    Miss.
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Saturday
October 16
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
October 17
10:00 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

Reception
Main Dining Hall
Cash Bar
Get ready for an evening of celebration 
as you enjoy some pre-dinner 
refreshments.

Homecoming Banquet
& Awards Presentation
Main Dining Hall
Relax and enjoy an evening of 
friendship and a full-course buffet 
meal.  Join in the celebrations as we 
recognize the accomplishments of the 
2010 Alumni Awards recipients. All of 
this will be followed by a performance 
by Brandon University's School of 
Music.

Farewell Brunch
Main Dining Hall
Cost:  $15.00
Say your final farewells and the last of 
your stories as you prepare to head 
home.

events continued...

october 15, 16 & 17, 2010

City: 

post a message on the

homecoming
message board

on our website at
alumni.brandonu.ca/homecoming

# at no charge =

# at $12.00 =

#      at $15.00 =

# at no charge =

#      at $30.00 =

#      at $15.00 =

Friday, October 15
7:00 p.m.
Welcome Reception
Glen P. Sutherland Gallery of Art

Saturday, October 16
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Class Reunions
John E. Robbins Library – Gathering Space

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Alumni Luncheon
Tommy McLeod Curve Gallery
John E. Robbins Library – 2nd Level
I wish to be seated with the Class of:

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Brandon University Campus Tours
Room 104 – Clark Hall

5:30 p.m.
Homecoming Reception, Banquet,
Awards & Entertainment
Main Dining Hall
I wish to be seated with the Class of:

Sunday, October 17
10:00 a.m.
Farewell Brunch
Main Dining Hall

Please include maiden
name if applicable:

Graduation Year(s): Degree Type(s):

11:30 a.m.: Brunch – Kinsmen Rehearsal Hall
1:00 p.m.: Spoken Tributes – Kinsmen Rehearsal Hall
3:00 p.m.: Memorial Recital – Lorne Watson Recital Hall
5:00 p.m.: Reception – Kinsmen Rehearsal Hall/Foyer

See page 19 for more information and registration details.

A special Lorne Watson Memorial Celebration is scheduled for
Sunday, October 17, 2010 at Brandon University’s School of Music.



Denesh Sreedharan, B.Sc. '85 — After completing his 
degree in Computer Science from Brandon 
University, Denesh obtained a Master of Management 
(Technology) from the University of Melbourne, 
Australia. After working as a Systems Analyst for 5 years 
with Systems & Computer Organization, Singapore, 
Denesh became involved with academic quality 
assurance at Temasek Polytechnic, Singapore. Denesh 
also conducts leadership and team building programs 
for multi-national corporations and educational 
institutions as an Adventure Learning Program facilitator. 

Kano, Maeve Kathleen, B.Ed. '97 — Maeve is now living 
in Tokyo and taking her Masters in TESOL and currently 
has a 3.5 GPA.

Colin Ryder, B.Sc.'00 — After graduating from 
Brandon University, Colin married BU graduate Angela 
(née Stienstra) Ryder ’00. They are living in Kelowna, 
BC and have two daughters, Kayla and Macy. 

Sheanna Haner, B.Sc.M.H. '01 — Sheanna returned to 
British Columbia for her senior practicum in the Spring of 
2001 and stayed in her hometown of Mission, BC. She 
worked for a short period at the Chilliwack Mental Health 
Centre before finding a position closer to home at Mission 
Mental Health, where she has worked for the past nine 
years. Later that same year, she connected with an old 
high school friend who later became her sweetheart. They 
are now blessed with a beautiful boy, Robbie, who 
recently turned three years old. Sheanna has enjoyed the 
contact maintained with several friends from 
Brandon. Sheanna says hello to all of those wonderful 
people who she has not managed to maintain contact with!  

Angela (née Arran) Antunes, B.Sc. '03 — Angela 
married Mark Antunes in June 2006. In 2007, Angela 
obtained her B.Sc. Pharmacy and is now the manager 
of a Superstore Drugstore Pharmacy in Winnipeg. Mark is 
a manager with Otis Elevators. Angela and Mark are the 
proud new parents of their daughter Ashley Sophia, born in 
September 2009.

Carla Harris, B.Mus. '03 — In August of 2006, 
Carla graduated from the Odette School of Business, 
University of Windsor with a Master of Business 
Administration, focusing her studies on non-profit 
management and the arts sector. She currently works at 
the University of Regina as the Events and Research Co-
ordinator for the Career Centre.

Lorraine Sheppard, B.G.S/B.Ed. (A.D.) '04 — After 
graduating from Brandon University in 2004, Lorraine  taught 
two years in Northern Manitoba and moved back to Brandon in 
2006. She became a substitute teacher in the Brandon School 
Division and took four masters courses at Brandon University. 
She is currently teaching a grade 6 class full time, as well as 
teaching grade 7/8 art at Westpark School in Portage La 
Prairie. She is presently very busy with her teaching career. 
However, she hopes to complete her masters in the near 
future. 

Deanne L. Sutton, B.A. '05 — Deanne recently accepted a 
community consultant position with the Kenora Association 
for Community Living. Until this time she worked as a personal 
support worker in a supportive house for people with physical 
disabilities. 

Bill Fraser, B.Sc. '51 and Frances (née Wells) Fraser, 
T.T.C. '57 — Originally from Waskada, MB, Bill graduated 
with a B.Sc. in 1951 and a B.Paed. in 1953, the first year 
Brandon College had a teacher training program.  He taught 
in Brandon in 1953 – 1959 then moved to Neepawa to teach 
mathematics and music in the high school until his 
retirement in 1985.  Frances grew up in Wellwood, MB and 
after two years of science, she graduated with a teaching 
certificate from the Faculty of Education with the class of 
1957.  She and Bill met in the dining room at the college when 
they still had seating plans to enable students to get to know 
one another.  They married in 1957 and had the distinction of 
being the first married couple to ever be hired in the Brandon 
School Division.  They are the parents of four children and 
seven grandchildren.  Both Bill and Frances are avid golfers 
and curlers, but music is their main hobby.

David Halstead, B.Sc. '61/Cert. of Ed. '62/B.Ed. '65 — 
David taught at Rivers Collegiate in Rivers, MB for four years. 
He later moved to Moose Jaw, SK to teach physics at the 
SaskatchewanTechnical Institute and 27 years later ended 
up as Dean of Student Services.  During this time, he was 
seconded to the Kumasi Technical Institute in Kumasi, 
Ghana as the Industrial Relations Officer for 2½ years. 
Later, David served as the Director of Admissions at the 
University of Manitoba for five years.  David and Peggy were 
married in 1964 and have two children.  Neal is a Chartered 
Accountant in Calgary and Sara is a teacher of the deaf in 
Winnipeg.  In 1998, David and Peggy founded Brain Power 
Learning Group and have given workshops across Canada, 
USA, New Zealand, Australia and Singapore. See 
www.brainpowerlearning.com .

Brenda (née Malyon) Anderson, T.T.C. ‘64/B.Sc. ’69 — 
Brenda and her husband Ed are now semi-retired. Brenda 
and Ed ran an outboard sales and service business for 38 
years. Ed was also a commercial fisherman for 60 plus years, 
until the fall of 2000. Brenda is now the postmaster in 
Princess Harbour, MB and Ed has the contract to haul the 
mail. They both enjoy organic gardening and traveling. Their 
greatest joys in life were the birth of their two sons, James 
and John. Their greatest tragedy was the accidental death of 
their son John in 2004 at the age of 29. They both enjoy 
spending time with their young nieces and nephews.

Thomas Hall, B.A. '74/M.Ed.'80 — After 31 years with the 
Toronto Catholic School Board (the last 13 years as 
Principal), Tom is now retired and living in Toronto spending 
time skiing, swimming, playing guitar in a band and working 
part-time landscaping. Married 27 years, Tom and his wife 
Angela spend a few months each year on the Gulf Coast of 
Florida. 

Brenda & Ed Anderson

Thomas Hall

Sheanna Haner

Carla Harris

KEEPING IN TOUCH
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Bill & Frances Fraser



Reverend Einar Egilsson, B.A. '37
April 21, 2010

Wilfred E. Baynton, B.A. '45
March 11, 2010

Jeanette Chapman, T.TC. '58
February 12, 2010

Lee-Anne Harper, B.T. '73
December 2, 2009

Patricia Miller, Associate '82
January 14, 2010

Michael A. Levesque, B.G.S. '90
March 8, 2010

STAFF/FACULTY:
Dr. Clifford W. Anderson

Professor in Psychology 1968 to 2001
December 19, 2009

 Dr. Albert O. Bush
Professor in Zoology 1981 to 2008

January 24, 2010

Mrs. Frances Lister
Clerk in Maintenance 1974 to 1987

April 17, 2010 

Dr. Lorne Watson
Director of Music

(School of Music) 1948 to 1993
January 10, 2010

In Memoriam
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Teaching Excellence –
Middle Years

Onanole Elementary School
Rolling River School Division 

 
Scott Stephenson
B.Ed. '93

Outstanding New Teacher

Hofer School
Greenwald Hutterite Colony
Sunrise School Division

Jason Hofer
B.G.S./B.Ed. (AD) '08

Outstanding School Leader

Principal, Alexander School
Brandon School Division

Barbara Miller
B.Ed. '91/M.Ed. '05

BULLETIN BOARD

Award Photos By: Tracey Goncalves, Manitoba Government

On April 15th, 2010, three of Brandon University's Education 
alumni were among six Manitoba educators who received 
high honours at the Province of Manitoba's Celebration of 
Excellence in Teaching. 

BU Buddies from the 70's
This group of Brandon University
graduates have been friends ever
since attending  BU. They try to get

together once a year and remember

one member of their group, Judy
(Wood) Bray who passed away at
the age of 48 from Cancer. They
'toast' her each time they are together and sometimes meet

at the bench they placed in her memory at Aspen Trail in Rivers, MB.

BU Alumni Recognized

To learn more about these deserving recipients, you can visit:
http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/excellence/recipients/0919.html.

Mark Your Calendars
Ottawa Alumni Event - October 27, 2010

Calgary Alumni Event - November 13, 2010
If you are interested in hosting an event in your area, please contact

Carla Eisler, Acting Director/Alumni Relations Officer, Department of Institutional Advancement at

204-727-9697 or eislerc@brandonu.ca.

ALUMNI EVENTS
Victoria Alumni Event 

BUAA partners with the BFMAS for 2010 Festival

With a beautiful view from the top floor of the Chateau Victoria, 
approximately 40 alumni and friends attended an alumni gathering in 
Victoria, BC held on Saturday, March 13, 2010. Guests enjoyed 
meeting Dr. Poff, BU President and Vice-Chancellor and Mrs. 
Amanda McGregor, Alumni Association President and hearing about 
the highlights and projects that are happening at Brandon University. 
Thanks to Dr. George Gooden '42, '64 & Mrs. Mary Gooden '42 and 
Mr. Cam '52 & Mrs. Joy (Barton) Finlay '54 for their assistance with 
this event. 

The Brandon University Alumni Association (BUAA) and the Brandon Folk, Music and Art 
Society (BFMAS) have arranged a community outreach partnership initiative between the two 
organizations which will see the BUAA and BFMAS partner to engage several hundred BU alumni 
in the annual summer music and art festival. A block of discounted tickets are available through 
the BUAA office located in room 014 Clark Hall at Brandon University or by calling 727.9697. Drop 
by the office and pick up your tickets as well as your new Alumni Association member card. For 
complete details of the 2010 Festival, visit: http://brandonfolkfestival.ca/wp/.

Augustfest Brandon

Further information is available by phoning 204-727-5682.

 is presenting six concerts in the Lorne Watson
Rectital Hall the week of August 23 – 27, 2010. These concerts will
feature a number of Brandon University alumni who have gone onto
international careers in performance music. Participants are: Benjamin
Bowman (violin), Doug MacNaughton (baritone), James McLennan (tenor),
Janet Field-Moase (soprano), Ed Bach (trumpet), Barry Barrington (piano),
Sergei Saratovsky (piano), Laura Jones (cello), Velma Ko (violin), and Greg
Hay (viola) 

Dr. Deborah Poff &
Mrs. Kathleen Georgison

Carol (nee Aberson) Sinclair ’73, Elizabeth (nee Cantin)
Tardiff ’72, Virginia (nee Felawka) Wolfe ’72,  Wendy

Slimmon ’73, Betty (nee Street) Street Kustra ’72.

Birthday Celebration!
At a 'ROARING TWENTIES' party
 arranged to celebrate her 90th birthday,  former  Professor Norma E. Walmsley  welcomed more than 200 guests – a number   of whom were dressed in 'flapper' costumes   and danced to the music of an orchestra that    played tunes from the era.  

Photo byTrevor Greenway,

Low Down to Hull and Back News



LORNE WATSON
1919 - 2010

WATSON:  A MUSICAL LEGACY

Lorne Watson was Director of Music at Brandon 
College/University from 1948 to 1981.  A pivotal figure in 

Brandon and Manitoba, he was a major presence in 
Canadian music until his death at age 90 in January, 2010.  

Glen Carruthers, who studied with Lorne Watson in the 
1970s, and was Dean of Music at Brandon University 

from 1998 to 2008, has written this tribute:

Lorne Watson arrived in Manitoba in 1948 and 
for over 60 years remained a vital musical 
presence in our province and country. His death 
on January 10, 2010, brought to an end a life and 
career that influenced the shape and character of 
music education in Manitoba. He also guided 
countless aspiring, young musicians who were 
fortunate enough to study piano or music history 

with him, or were adjudicated by him at festivals 
across the country. Watson was involved with 

the Manitoba Music Educators' Association 
and many other organizations. Across 
Canada, he had a role on many national 

boards, including President of the Canadian 
Association of University Schools of Music 

(Now the Canadian University Music Society) from 
1973-75. Internationally he was known by his 

participation in the International Society for Music 
Education and his research into European conservatories and 

community schools of music.

Lorne's greatest achievement was, of course, the development of 
the music program at Brandon University, which has remained 

internationally renowned since the 1960s. When Lorne arrived in 
Brandon, he inherited a music program that, after steady growth and 

development in the years since its inception in 1906, had been left in 
disarray in the years following the Second World War. Not easily dissuaded 

from any challenge, Lorne, who imagined his stay in Manitoba to be a temporary 
one, dedicated himself to the development of a world-class music program 

at Brandon College (which became Brandon University in 1967). 

Lorne unstintingly demanded the very best of himself and 
expected the same of those around him. Whether it was food, 
literature, art or music, his standard was always high (if 
sometimes seemingly unreachable). This insistence on the 
best, and his remarkable powers of persuasion and influence, 
enabled him to gather at Brandon University a first-rate 
faculty that shared his vision and invested in his dream. 
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Like Lorne, many BU faculty members imagined 
staying at the University for a few years and then 
moving on. In many cases, it was not to be. Lorne 
inspired loyalty and devotion in those around him and 
faculty members became partners in a dedicated 
effort to better the musical life ofthe City and region. 
The result is an exquisite School of Music that remains, 
in my experience, utterly unique in its overwhelming 
sense of community and collegiality, and its unwavering 
focus on student success. During my own tenure as Dean 
(1998-2008) I was honoured to build as best I could on 
Lorne's extraordinary legacy and cannot imagine how 
different the School would be today if not for Lorne's 
inspired leadership.

I first met Lorne after a concert he had given in Winnipeg on 
November 27, 1971. He had played a recital of Canadian 
music (about which he was passionate) and – ever the 
pedagogue – had introduced the repertoire with succinct 
and insightful commentary. It was a brilliant performance in 
every regard and, at a reception afterwards, Lorne engaged 
me in a lively conversation about the repertoire. What did I 
like most? What had I found most challenging? This 
conversation, which Lorne later described (when he received 
his honorary doctorate from BU in 1993) as “his first serious 
conversation with a hippie,” turned out to be a first encounter 
with my lifelong mentor. The interest he showed in me that day, 
and his keen need to share all things musical, remains imprinted 
on my memory as the kind gesture of a selfless individual who 
had all the time in the world to talk about music – and he didn't 
talk to me, but with me. He made it seem as if my naïve opinions 
were worth every bit as much as his own insights garnered over a 
long career. In the years since I graduated from BU in 1977, after 
studying piano with Lorne for 5 years, I have been approached 
time and again by others whose lives have been enriched by 
Lorne's singular generosity. 

The details of Lorne's career have been recounted many times and 
can readily be found in print and online. I would encourage those of 
you who might not know of Lorne and his achievements to read about 
them or to ask questions of those of us fortunate enough to know 
him. Anyone who appreciates the incredible richness that 
characterizes music education in Manitoba, not only at the post-
secondary level but across the broad continuum of music teaching and 
learning, whether in schools, private studios, universities or 
elsewhere, owes a profound debt of gratitude to Lorne Watson. 

Glen Carruthers
Dean, Brandon University School of Music, 1998-2008
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On Sunday, October 17th, we will celebrate
Lorne Watson’s achievements

with the following events: 

Kinsmen Rehearsal Hall (1-20)
QE II Music Building

Cost $12.25

Kinsmen Rehearsal Hall

Lorne Watson Recital Hall
Cost - $25.00

This recital will feature the award-winning Gryphon Trio.
Two of its members won First Prize in the  E-Gre Competition:

James Parker, piano and Annalee Patipatanakoon, violin.
They will be joined by cellist Roman Borys.

Kinsmen Rehearsal Hall/Foyer

Those planning to attend the brunch
should reserve their tickets by

October 10, 2010 by contacting:
Marg Ricoine: mricoine@mts.net 

Lawrence Jones: jonesgl@mts.net
Brandon University’s School of Music:

204.727.9631

Those wishing to contribute to a
Lorne Watson Scholarship Fund

will be issued tax receipts. 

11:30 a.m. Brunch

1:00 p.m. Spoken Tributes & Reminiscences

3:00 p.m. Memorial Recital

5:00 p.m. Reception

Celebration
A MEMORIALA MEMORIAL

Photo courtesy of Brandon University’s
S. J. McKee Archives 



Brandon University Foundation was incorporated
in 1980 with a mission to promote the advancement

of higher education at Brandon University
and to improve the quality of its facilities and activities.

Since then, the Foundation has helped to raise
and continues to steward over $30 million.

Executive
Ms Pat Britton, President

Mr. Ed Mazer, Vice-President
Dr. Jeff Bales, Past-President

Mr. Shawn de Delley, Treasurer

Members
Ms Sandra Armstrong
Mr. Shawn Chambers

Dr. Robin Enns
Mr. Jeffrey Fawcett
Mr. Scott Greenlay

Mr. Richard McDonald
Mr. Garry Miller

Mr. Brian Pallister
Mrs. Diane Peters
Mr. Nathan Peto
Mr. Ernest Shaw
Mr. Grant Starko
Ms Jade Visser 

Ex-Officio
BU President & Vice-Chancellor

Dr. Deborah Poff
Vice-President, Administration & Finance

Mr. Scott Lamont

His Worship Mayor Dave Burgess

Department of Institutional Advancement
Acting Director/ Alumni Relations Officer

Mrs. Carla Eisler

BRANDON UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION
270 – 18th Street, Brandon, Manitoba R7A 6A9

Phone: 204.727.7374  Fax: 204.727.4674
Email: foundation@brandonu.ca

Dear Fellow Alumni,

Recently, I had the opportunity to visit the Scandinavian Centre in Winnipeg, MB 
where the 50's classes hosted a wonderful alumni luncheon. There was an excellent 
turnout to hear Dr. Deborah Poff speak about BU's recent activity and to hear Carla 
Eisler, Alumni Relations Officer report on other alumni events that have taken place 
across the country. What an excellent group.  

I was pleased to be given the opportunity to bring greetings from the Foundation and 
to acknowledge the importance of alumni coming together to share the Brandon 
University spirit. I left the luncheon to the sounds of “Class Yells” and with 
appreciation that our many alumni and friends are always there for their alma mater.  

In this issue of Alumni News I am happy to report on Brandon University Foundation's 
activities from the pasts few months. An impressive $824,510 was raised through the 
Standing Ovation Campaign for the School of Music. Thank you all so much for your 
contributions. And, while that campaign is now officially concluded, you can still 
reserve a named seat in the Lorne Watson Recital Hall. What a wonderful way to 
commemorate an event or person in perpetuity. And, this year the Annual Fund raised 
$64,459. Thank you all for your continued generosity.

Warmest Regards,

Pat Britton, B.A. ‘87
President, Brandon University Foundation

President’s
Message

Brandon University Foundation

Presidents’Presidents’
CircleCircle

The Brandon University Foundation Presidents' Circle is a 
distinguished donor group that recognizes contributions of $1,000 or 
more within one year.  Donors may designate their gift to any area of 
interest to them. Whether they support scholarships and bursaries, 
new equipment, or a particular fundraising campaign, these gifts from 
our most dedicated supporters make a significant impact on our 
students.   In appreciation of their valued support, members are invited 
to special events throughout the year that allow us to showcase the 
University. We extend our sincere thanks to our alumni members of 
this group. If you would like to join our Presidents' Circle, please contact 
Shawna English, Development Officer at 204.727.9715 or toll free at 
1.877.282.4483. Membership can begin with a contribution of as little 
as $19.25 per week, or $83.33 per month over a 12 month period. 
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Every effort has been made to ensure that this listing is accurate and complete. Please report any errors or omissions to the Department of Institutional Advancement at 
204.727.7374 or toll-free 1.877.282.4483. Donors of $1,000 or more are listed in our Order of the Sheaf in the Brandon University Foundation Annual Report. To request a 
copy, please call one of the numbers listed above. 
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ANNUAL FUND DONORS
BY CLASS YEAR

Thanks to alumni across Canada and beyond, the 2009-10 Annual Fund has raised more than $64,000. The generous support of
the alumni listed below has been designated to many areas of the University and will have a significant impact on our students.  

1933
Dorothy McDowell

1935
Helen Toms

1937
Margaret Goodale

1938
Catherine Ackland
Margaret MacKenzie

1939
Clifford Bowes

1940
Dr. Dan Bigelow

1943
Dr. Edward Speers
Doreen Tillotson

1945
Margaret Watt
James Woodard

1946
Dr. J. Gordon Lindsay

1947
Evelyn Salt

1948
Harlaine Armstrong
Lois Daly
Jackie Fleming
Francis Humphries
Norman MacLeod
Leon Price

1949
Edna Crane
Dr. Clayton Elston
Tena Gough
Marian Rutt

1950
Dr. Finley Campbell
Margaret Davison
Isabella Irwin
Agnes Stephenson
Donald Sumner
Marjorie Trott
Ida Wyllie

1951
Barton Bruce
Pat Coleman
Doreen Smillie

1952
Donna Agnew
John Andrews
Ernest Criddle
F. Joan Garnett
Neil McKellar
Dr. Charles McKinnon
Garfield McMahon
Dr. Ken McNeely
Jack Medd

1953
Patricia Gaye
James McKibbon

1954
Donald Adams

John Blackwood
Winnifred Campbell
Albert Gogol
Norman Hedison
Isabell Tjaden

1955
Dr. Gerald Graham
Barrie McLeod
Helen Mitchell
Marjorie Pringle

1956
Dr. Charles Bird
 Margaret Ellis
Allen Hattie
Robert Hilton
Elizabeth Hinch
Dr. R. Garth Kidd
Marina Laking
Norma Shepherd

1957
Barbara Bannatyne
Dr. Garth Bray
Mina Dyck
Eva Mitchell

1958
James Callander
Bernice Campbell
John Easter
William Friesen
Myrna Hall
Elizabeth Hammond
Leone Hillier
Dr. Harold Hutton
Marion Kreshewski
J. Elaine Rust

1959
Alfred Brooks
Evelyn Currie
Cameron Davreux
James Donaghy
Ronald Kirbyson
Gary Martin
Herbert Murray
Joan Nuttall
Evelyn Shmon
Elaine Smith

1960
Nancy Birch
Donna Dickson
Sandra Donin
Alice Little
Donna Vrooman

1961
Donna Adrian
Nona Chlan
Hugh Halliday
Margaret Hanulik
Brian McKenzie
Shirley Moore
Alan Wells

1962
Ian Barnes
Andrea Blair
Margaret Borotsik
Martha Fair
Sherrie Francis
George Hickling
H. Wayne Johnston
William McRuer
Bruce Smirl

Daniel C. Warnez
Lelonie Whitmore

1963
Eric Hillman
Nola McBurney
Larry McCrady
F. Jean McQuarrie
Eldon Montgomery

1964
Garry Atchison
Janice Barton
Carole Dence
Stuart Johnson
Catherine Kay
Patricia Lee
A. Blanche Miller
Dr. Isabelle Mills
Larry Moldowan
E. June Sprott
Patricia Thorn
Eleanor Tilton

1965
Muriel Anderson
Faye Arthurson
Christina Cassels
Clare Cawston
Clair Davies
Donna Gamache
Clarice Gilchrist
Margaret Hannah
Jean Kustra
David McDowell
Robert Neumann
Laurie Ricou
The Honourable Robert 
   Wilkins

1966
Henry Klassen
Richard Lawford
Phil North
Marie Popplewell
Edith Treller

1967
Brian Bailey
Dean Boyd
Prema Bursa
Adriaan de Hoog
Bryan Fuhr
Cheryl Johnston
Garry Miller
Morna Paterson
Dr. Brian Phillips

1968
Audrey Ewen
Patricia Forsythe
Ian Hamberg
Mary Kalberg
Phyllis Kotyk
James Leptick
Margaret Yorke

1969
Brenda Anderson
Elizabeth Armstrong
Irene Bauman
Laurence Bertram
Lon Brandon
Nancy Cornish
Charles Gorrie
John Irvine
Katherine Kaye
Paul Laval

Joyce Logan
Patricia MacDonald
Murray MacMillan
Edward Mazer
David McInnes
Julie McLachlan
Reginald Nylen
Brian O'Donnell
Marion Perkin
John Russell
Sandra Schepp

1970
Sally Bender
Marguerite Campbell
Barbara Clark
Ralph Gardiner
Homer Gill
Edward Gorchynski
Esther Hansen
Murray Hart
Dr. Murray Martin
Barry Minish
Thelma Peregrino- 
   Solomon
Denis Rondeau
Brooke Skelton
John Stonehouse
James Wheeler
Margaret Wilkie

1971
Douglas Adams
Donald Berry
Elaine Bollman
Herbert Cox
Terrance De Roo
Stephen Dmytriw
Sharon Edmundson
Dr. Emmett Elves
Donald Haslam
Dorothy Kilburn
Norman Koe
Dr. Robert McCamis
Margaret McPherson
Sharon Moore
Freda Mostoway
Frances Sanderson
Edward Sklar
Agnes Smith
Jane Walton

1972
Sandra Armstrong
Frederick Bil
Helen Orr
Jill Witcher
Dr. Wo Yuen

1973
Sister Josephine Chudzik
Vona Cochrane
Robert Deveson
David Judson
Elaine MacDougall
Joan MacKay
Jim McLachlan
Donna Reid
Metro Solomon
Margaret Taylor
Donald Tully
Dr. Catherine Wilkie

1974
Winnifred Baird
Robert Campbell
Fran Dagg
Helen Deacon

Margo Foxford
Dona Keys
Linda Leon
Jean MacKinnon
Richard Marshall
Carol Ross-Harms
Carol Wilkie

1975
Brian Colli
John Dawes
James Ferguson
Alexandra Lapko
Eileen McIntyre
Robert McLennan
James McManes
Karen McNeill
Amelia Reid

1976
Debra Carnegie
Colin Cassidy
Bruce Craig
Ann Hanks
Dale Harvey
Christopher Kennedy
Donna Shorrock
Rae Smith
Donald Wells
E. Jean Young

1977
Kenneth Bosiak
Blaine Donald
Lorraine Griffiths
Dr. D. Garth Jackson
Kevin MacDonald
Hazel McKean
Katherine Margaret   
   McKeen
Linda Muzyka
Bonnie Rosenfeld
John Tropin
David Wilken

1978
William Bolley
Ellen Carter
Bill Chester
Brad Coe
Eric Hemmerling
Donald Hurton
M. Joan Lawrence
Anne Matiation
Robert Pappas
Larry Rainnie
Gerald Rocan

1979
Ruth Bilowus
Helen Christoffersen
Lydia Comty
E. Keay Dobson-Golletz
Evelyn Gunson
Sherry Helwer
Greg Lawson
Jean Mackie
Douglas McArthur
Lynne Shier
David Tesarowski
Doreen Wolfe

1980
Dr. Leslie Carrothers
Janet East
Sandra Loeppky
Patricia McKenzie
Elizabeth McLeod

Margaret McNutt-
   Reichelt
Brent Muirhead
Dr.John Murdoch
Lily O'Driscoll
Jerry Reimer
Alma Toms
Douglas VanDamme
Allan Wheeler
Helen Woychyshyn
Edward Wright

1981
Anne Dickson
Lorie Garcia
David Hanly
Gerald Kerr
Linda Lyons
Catherine Pedden
Edna Thomassen

1982
Brent Berry
Owen Cory
Valerie Edwards

1983
Patricia Agar
Hazel Patmore-Skuce
Debbie Phythian
Barry Rambold
Helen Stewart

1984
Michael Abbey
Richard Cotton
Elizabeth Mitchell
Bernice Robb
Velma Snitka
Sophie Spence

1985
Grant Caldwell
Elvira Castaneda
Kristi Grunsten-Yonda
Velma McAdam
Alison Murray
Kelvin Nachtigall
Inderjit Panesar
Dr. Len Rust
Edna Wells

1986
Glenn Carradice
Perri Gardner
Michelle Gervin
Jane Keeling-Ribbel
Kathryn Martens
Dr. Robert McDougall
Shelly Mortensen
Loucinda Tucker
Tracy Wheeler-Anderson

1987
Eva Griemann
Patricia Reimer

1988
Bonnie Bachorcik-Proven
Elsie Beavis
Larry Eagle
Darlene Wilkinson

1989
Patrick Cherneski
Margaret Menzies
David Weum

1990
Michael Diehl
Genella MacIntyre
Melanie Martens
Shauna McQuarrie
Matthew Rapsky

1991
Barbara Jones
Darcy Kroeker
Donna Lowe
Jeffery Trapp
Keith Warner

1992
Doris Hiscock
Jennifer Malmstrom
Bruce McLean
David Rehaluk
Kenneth Stelnicki

1993
Anita Allan
Gregory Bryant
Margaret Cox
Kathleen Depass
Kerry McQuarrie Smith

1994
Scott Barrows
Chadwin  
Joann Sauvé
Catherine Websdale

1995
Karen Jebb
Blaine Steen
Cheryl Winger

1996
Heather Hutton
Rolande Lemoing

1997
Ryan Hehn

2000
Jennifer Rice
R. Brent White

2001
Liesel Krahn

2003
Wendy Ardron

2007
William Heuchert

Non-Alumni
Michaelene Bereza
Catherine Brockway
Dr. Gerald & Sandra 
   Coueslan
Alice Hurd
Jake & Judith Janzen
Don & Donna Leech
Dr. Bob & Joan Myers
Shirley Paine
Dr. Cam & Victoria 
   Symons
Jean Walsh
Alphonso & Sybil Weekes
Helen Wong
Dr. MayYoh

A Generous Person (8)
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Brandon University's current gymnasium, built in 1965, will soon 
give way for the new Healthy Living Centre. Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper visited Brandon University on March 19th to 
announce the Government of Canada's support for the Brandon 
University Healthy Living Centre. With additional support from 
the Province of Manitoba and the City of Brandon, the project will 
involve an expansion and much-needed renovations to the 
existing gymnasium.    
 
Once complete, the Centre will include three full-scale 
gymnasiums, classrooms, an indoor walking track and fitness 
facilities. The building will be certified LEED Silver, which means 
that it will be energy efficient and that sustainable materials will 
be used for its construction. The facility will be available for use 
by both the University community and area residents.
 
“When the work is done, it will dramatically expand access to 
local recreational facilities for the whole community,” said the 
Prime Minister. “And it will nurture future generations of athletes 
who will build on Brandon's reputation for athletic excellence.”
 
“This new healthy-living centre will not only support Brandon 
University students, staff and athletic teams, but it will add more 
recreational options for residents from Brandon and the 
Westman area,” said Premier Selinger.

If all Government of Canada program requirements under the 
Building Canada Fund are met, and a contribution agreement is 

signed, support for the estimated $18.8-million project is as 
follows:
 
• Up to $5.31 million from the Government of Canada
• Up to $5.31 million from the Province of Manitoba
• $6.3 million from Brandon University (donor contributions)
• $1.88 million from the City of Brandon
 
“This announcement fulfills a long-term hope for the Healthy 
Living Centre that will enhance Brandon University's ability to 
recruit and retain students who will study, train and play sports 
at our institution," said Dr. Poff. "As well, the University will be 
able to have world-class facilities that will meet the health and 
well-being needs of all our students, staff, faculty as well as the 
broader community of Brandon."
 
Over the next 3-4 months the University will be working on the 
business case for the Healthy Living Centre. The approximate 
timeline as the project moves forward is as follows:

• July 2010 – The Minister will be asked to approve the project 
   and detailed design work and drawings will begin. 
   Construction drawings, tender documents and the tendering 
   process are completed during this time.
• May 2011 – Construction starts on new portion of the 
   building.
• May 2012 –Renovations begin on the old building.
• September 2012 –Planned completion & occupancy date

HEALTHY
LIVING
CENTRE

Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Premier Greg Selinger (centre), Merv Tweed (right), Member of Parliament for
Brandon-Souris and Mayor of Brandon, Dave Burgess (left) with representatives of the Brandon University Bobcats

Brandon University Healthy Living Centre Conceptual Perspective. Provided by MCM Architects Inc.
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PHOTOS 
FROM THE Past

Photographs on this page were selected from the photograph album of Marion (Marionne) Louise Scott held in the
S. J. McKee Archives, Brandon University. Scott attended Brandon College (Arts, Class of 1933), graduating with a 
teaching certificate. Her photograph album was donated to the Archives in 2008. Any questions/comments about the 
photographs or other archival materials can be directed to Christy Henry (henryc@brandonu.ca).
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In addition to the students at BU and ACC, students from the First 
Nations University, the University of Saskatchewan (Prince Albert 
Campus) and Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science and 
Technology (PA Campus) will be participants in this study. The 
study will be gathering information through research, focus groups, 
and quality of life/wellness surveys. 

The focus on campuses in rural cities such as Brandon and Prince 
Albert is to highlight the differences from large urban campuses in 
metropolitan areas. The researchers believe that while some 
student issues are similar, the resources, the challenges, and the 
solutions may be very different. 

"All too often these differences are not understood and the issues 
remain unresolved in rural cities," says Racher. "We believe much 
can be learned from working with these partners and changes can 
be made to improve the well-being and quality of life of student 
communities at these smaller campuses."

In addition, Racher says the lessons learned may be useful to 
inform the broader knowledge and programming beyond these 
smaller campuses. 

"Often work can be done in settings of smaller size due to 
relationships and connections between people, work that is much 
more difficult to accomplish in large urban cities. We also hope to 
build on our relationships with our partners and move to action in 
collaborative and productive ways.”

What makes a "healthy" campus? How can students be "healthy?" 
What can a University do to help?

These are some of the questions that will try to be answered in a 
study based out of Brandon University entitled "Rural 
Postsecondary Students Collaborate to Improve the Health of Their 
Campus Communities". The study is being funded by a Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research — Manitoba Health Research Council 
Reginal Partnerships Program (CIHR-MHRC RPP) grant which is for 
$181,458 over two years.

The principal investigators from Brandon are Dr. Dean Care and Dr. 
Fran Racher, from the BU School of Health Studies. Ten other 
researchers will be assisting on the study that will cover campuses 
in both Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

"Faculty members in the School of Health Studies recognized the 
need for a better understanding of the health and well-being of 
students at Brandon University," says Dr. Racher. "Some issues 
such as student transition to postsecondary education as well as 
student access to housing, daycare, and transportation were 
becoming more apparent. Access to health services and other 
wellness related programs on campus were identified as concerns 
by students." 

Many of the issues appeared to be related to the broader 
community, in addition to discussions with the BU Student Union, 
Student Services and BU Administration, so the researchers put in 
calls to invite the Student Association and Administration at 
Assiniboine Community College (ACC), the City of Brandon and 
the Brandon Regional Health Authority to discuss the possibilities 
of a collaborative project.

"We hope to work with students to 
identify factors that contribute to 
the health and quality of life of the 
student communities of BU and 
ACC, determine topics of priority for 
change, and work with groups of 
students and partners to take action 
on the identified priorities," says Dr. 
Racher. 

At the same time, the study will be 
developing a framework and 
indicators for measuring the health 
and well-being of a student 
community now and into the future.

“HEALTHY CAMPUS” STUDY AT BU

Dr. Fran Racher, BU Professor

Researchers
Dr. Dean Care, Principal Investigator (BU)
Dr. Fran Racher, Co-Principal Investigator (BU)
Dr. June Anonson, Co-Principal Investigator (UofS-PA)
Dr. Alex Michalos, Co-Applicant (BU)
Dr. Kathryn Hyndman, Co-Applicant (BU)
Prof. Roberta Graham, Co-Applicant (BU)
Prof. Cathy Foster, Co-Applicant (BU)
Prof. Judy Marvin, Co-Applicant (BU)
Dr. Bonnie Jeffery, Co-Applicant (UofR-PA)
Prof. Tania Kristoff, Co-Applicant FNU)
Prof. Viola Fast-Braun, Co-Applicant (BU)
Dr. Pammla Petrucka, Co-Applicant (UofS-PA)



The interview is another interesting process that can make 
many of us uncomfortable. Preparation is the best way to 
survive the process. When called for an interview, ask how 
many interviewers will be involved so you are not surprised 
when you enter the interview room and there is a panel of 
interviewers as opposed to a single interviewer. Learn 
everything you can about the employer and also practice 
some of your responses to potential interview questions. 
During the interview you need to provide coherent and 
complete answers.

Mock interviews are an excellent way to hone your interview 
skills. By allowing yourself the opportunity to participate in a 
realistic interview and receive feedback on your 
performance. The critique of your mock interview provides 
you with the opportunity to expand your interview skills as 
opposed to an actual interview where you would likely get no 
feedback.

Remember that the interview is simply an exchange of 
information. The interview provides you with the 
opportunity to learn more about the employer and gives 
them the opportunity to assess your qualifications as they 
relate to the position. 

Be prepared to sell yourself. This is vital because there are 
many other candidates competing for the same position 
who are more than happy to tell the employer how they are 
the best candidates.

Good luck with you career search and be patient with 
yourself as you make this journey. 

If you need help finding a career that matches your interests, 
Career Cruising (careercruising.com) offers a program 
called Career Matchmaker. You answer 116 questions about 
your likes and dislikes to find 40 careers that match up with 
your interests. (You can get a Username and Password by 
sending an e-mail to careers@brandonu.ca with “Career 
Cruising Password” in the subject line.)

Once you have an idea of what career path you want to take 
you can find all employment postings from the BU Career 
Planning & Placement Office at brandonu.ca/careers.

Next up, you need to start preparing resumes and cover 
letters. Any documents prepared and submitted with your 
application must be of the highest quality and, quite simply, 
must explain how your qualifications are a match to what 
the employer is seeking.

Sitting down and writing a cover letter on why we are the 
best is not something that comes easily. Think of it as an 
opportunity to tell the potential employer how your 
education, knowledge, skills and abilities make you an 
excellent candidate for the position. Give yourself adequate 
time to prepare these documents and to revise them. Don't 
wait until the application deadline to apply, as last minute 
applications often appear to be hastily prepared and often 
contain errors. Have someone else proof these documents 
to ensure they are error free. 

Remember that your resume and cover letter only get you an 
interview; they do not get you the position. 

The career search process should be an exciting and rewarding 
time for you, provided you have done your employment 
homework. Employers want to hire you and will hire you based on 
merit and the attributes you will bring into the workplace. 

So once you have earned your degree, how do you best maximize 
its value? The answer is actually quite simple. Pursue a career 
that meets your personal and professional needs. You could be 
working for many years in this career, so be sure to select a career 
that meets your requirements. 

job ready:
Graduates Achieving Their Career Aspirations
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Doug Pople
Career Planning and Placement Officer
Brandon University



and internationally including roles as Chairman of the Kiwanis 
Foundation of Canada.

In addition to my community service work I have been quite 
active in my profession. I served as a Bencher (governing body) 
of the Law Society of Alberta for ten years and then served as 
the National Treasurer of the Canadian Bar Association for five 
years.

Although gone from the Westman region, I continued my 
association with Brandon University (Brandon College) as I 
became a Trustee of the Brandon University Foundation and I 
am still an Honorary Foundation Trustee.

Lois and I have one daughter who is married and teaches at 
Mount Royal University in Calgary. She has five children – our 
grandchildren.

All in all it has been a very eventful time since I left Brandon 
College and I always drop in to the University when I have the 
chance to do so.

I'm sure a lot of us think of many of the great professors we had 
at Brandon College. Norma Walmsley, George McDowell (the 
two of whom talked me into going to Dalhousie Law School), 
Bill Smith, Murray Simmons, Ernie Birkenshaw and of course 
Joan Garnet's smiling face outside the President's office. Great 
memories.

Many of us have fond memories of Brandon College and the 
many friends and acquaintances we have made. It was a great 
place to go to University and I know that it will continue its fine 
tradition of providing topnotch education and leadership 
training.

Prior to my working with Brandon College during my law school 
days, I worked in construction in Brandon as my Father had died 
and I had to earn some money to complete school. I worked for 
Pearson Construction for six years spanning summers, 
Christmas holidays, weekends, etc. We built such things as the 
Manitoba Hydro generating station, the new Canadian Motors 
building, Pue's Art Shop (which was the old Canadian Motors), 
Simpson Sears, Harrison High School, Neelin High School and 
of course the first major expansion at Brandon College.

Incidentally, I believe the University bought the Massin house 
at 13th Street and Victoria Avenue. I spent many years in the 
basement of that house on their beautiful 6'x12' Brunswick 
slate billiard table. Again, a lot of memories.

After I graduated from Dalhousie Law School, I was asked to 
become Executive Assistant to Dr. John E. Robbins, then 
President of Brandon College. But I decided that I should try my 
hand at practicing law. I married my wife Lois – who is from 
Nova Scotia – and we moved to Calgary where we have been 
ever since 1964.

Because of my construction experience, when I came to 
Calgary I became interested in construction law and have 
practiced it ever since. [Mr. Goodfellow is listed in Lexpert as one 
of the top construction lawyers in Canada and one of the top 500 
lawyers in Canada.]

When I came to Calgary, I joined Kiwanis International 
following in the steps of my brother and father who were 
President of the Kiwanis Club of Brandon and Past President of 
the Rotary Club of Brandon, respectively. During my many 
years in Kiwanis International, I have served locally, nationally 

I graduated from Brandon College in 1961 with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree and was President of my graduating class. 
Afterwards, I went to Law School at Dalhousie University 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia where I graduated with my law 
degree (LL.B.) in 1964.

During the summers of 1962 and 1963 I returned to 
Brandon College as the Student Relations Officer. What a 
great job. I was given an automobile and travelled to high 
schools, county fairs and students homes to discuss their 
future educational needs. I tried to see if I could convince 
them to come to Brandon College —  many did.

In Your Words 
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DON GOODFELLOW, B.A. ’61



DISPLAY
YOUR SUCCESS!

A B C

D E F

A lifelong academic achievement deserves a frame for a lifetime.

G

H
I

J, K, L, M
Official BU Alumni Ring
Sterling Silver or 10kt. Gold. 
Featuring the BU crest.
J. Women’s Silver...................................$125.00
K. Men’s Silver.......................................$145.00 

L. Women’s Gold....................................$475.00

M. Men’s Gold.......................................$795.00

N/O
Bulova Caravelle Watch
Available in Men’s (N) and 
Women’s (O) styles. BU Logo on
face adds a distinctive touch to
this elegant timepiece. $165.00

Engraving available on jewellery items.

To order please call 1-877-282-4483 or email alumni@brandonu.ca
Prices do not include applicable taxes or shipping and handling charges.

N O

J, K, L, M

A lifelong academic achievement deserves a frame for a lifetime. Don’t relegate your diploma to the bottom 
of a drawer. Frame it in a distinctive, high quality frame and present it with pride. Make your selection from:

A Gold Metal – Classic gold frame with single mat.
B – Black Vogue – Black metal frame with a wider contemporary moulding.
C – Traditional Wood – Walnut coloured wood with double mat.
D – Briarwood – Contemporary-looking with a wide, flat profile and a satin mahogany coloured finish.
E – Diplomat – Highly lacquered mahogany coloured wood with triple mat.
F – Diplomat Plus – Top of the line, highly lacquered mahogany coloured moulding, suede mat and gold 

wood fillet in the mat opening.
G – Emblematic Mirror – 7.5 x 7.5 mirror, comes in gold, silver or black.
H – Vanguard Black Emblematic Album – holds 200 3.5 x 5 or 4 x 6 photos in easy slip in pockets 

along with slide-in memo writing strips under each.
I – Kingsley Sewn Emblematic Album – holds 100 3.5 x 5 or 4 x 6 photos in easy slip in pockets with 

black background. Comes in assorted colours - green with tan spine; navy with grey spine; or 
maroon with green spine.

 – 

DESCRIPTION 
A:

GOLD
METAL 

B:
BLACK
VOGUE 

C:
TRAD.
WOOD 

D:
BRIAR-
WOOD 

E: F:
DIPLOMAT

PLUS
DIPLOMAT

Diploma

Portrait 11x14 fits 8x10

Portrait 8x10 fits 5x7

45.00

35.00

25.00

55.00

40.00

30.00

65.00

45.00

35.00

90.00

55.00

45.00

110.00

65.00

55.00

130.00

75.00

65.00

G:
EMBLEMATIC MIRROR

H:
VANGUARD

EMBLEMATIC ALBUM

I:
KINGSLEY

EMBLEMATIC ALBUM

Gold Green

Silver Navy

Black

Black Only

Maroon

20.00 20.00 15.00

20.00 15.00

20.00 15.00

Distinctive
JEWELLERY



Wear
new clothing now available

A/B Golf Shirt 
Webtech 200 cool, dry-wick fabric.
Navy with grey embroidered logo.  
S, M, L, XL. $39.95 

C/D Golf Shirt
Featuring Cooltex moisture-wicking,
breathable fabric. Raglan sleeve.
Navy and grey with blue embroidered
logo on back of neck. S, M, L, XL.
$57.95 

E Women’s 
 Activewear Jacket 
Lightweight, soft & noiseless.  
Navy with grey embroidered logo.  
S, M, L, XL. $57.95

F/G Waffle Pattern Jacket 
Moto Mesh bonded with anti-pill
micro fleece. Ladies style (G) is
hooded. Navy with grey embroidered
logo. S, M, L, XL. $75.95

H Unisex 
 Performance Hoodie 
Moisture-wicking and breathable.
Navy with gold embroidered logo.  
S, M, L, XL. $66.95

I Melton & Leather
 Jacket 
Navy with gold embroidered
Brandon University or Brandon
College logo. S, M, L, XL.
$199.95

C/D
Back of Men’s
style shown.

A

B

E

F

G

Brandon University Alumni Association, 270 – 18th Street, Brandon, MB, CANADA  R7A 6A9
If this issue is addressed to someone no longer a permanent resident of your home, please notify us so we can properly forward future issues.

If any readers have comments or questions about this publication (or would like to submit story ideas),
call 204.727.9697 or email alumni@brandonu.ca, or write us at the above address. Thank you.

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT #40064061

I

H

To order please call 1-877-282-4483 or email alumni@brandonu.ca
Prices do not include applicable taxes or shipping and handling charges.


