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In 2022, following the discovery of thousands unmarked graves at former residential schools.
Canada Day celebrations take new approach to honour Indigenous people.  Organizers from
coast to coast try to balance Canadian pride with reflection on difficult past (The Canadian

Press · Posted: Jun 30, 2022 9:45 AM CDT | Last Updated: June 30, 2022)

A statue of Queen Victoria lies on the ground after it was
overturned and vandalized in Winnipeg last Canada Day.

(Kelly Geraldine Malone/The Canadian Press)



WHY CANADA DAY IS BEING SEENWHY CANADA DAY IS BEING SEEN
DIFFERENLTY SINCE 2021DIFFERENLTY SINCE 2021

On July 1st, 2021, after the discoveries of thousands of unmarked graves of
Indigenous children in various residential schools throughout Canada, there
was a surge of increased action and awareness regarding Indigenous
communities. The year of 2021 marked a milestone when it came to public
awareness of Indigenous issues and rights. Thousands came together to call
out Canada Day and question what it represented. The #The
CancelCanadaDay movement was able to gain increased traction, and cities
such as Victoria, Winnipeg, and Saskatoon organized large-scale ceremonies to
honor Indigenous communities and recognize the ongoing genocide of
Indigenous peoples through wearing orange and marching to show their
support.
...many cities are moving back toward traditional Canada Day celebrations. It is
imperative to recognize that advocating and practicing allyship toward
Indigenous communities cannot be a one-time event - it is something that is
ongoing. It is important that...allies continue to support Indigenous communities,
and continue to challenge the basis of Canada Day.
...over 2000 (officially recorded) unmarked graves of Indigenous children have
been found, however, the real number is said to exceed 10,000, which includes
unrecorded numbers and the countless residential schools that have not yet
been searched.

     The awareness of the ongoing genocide of Indigenous peoples must continue.

Canada as a country was built upon the genocide, colonization and oppression
of the original owners of this land...
Canada has committed cultural genocide, through the installation of
“Residential/Day Schools” - which has caused present-day intergenerational
impacts, destroying family dynamics and traditional gender identities.
Indigenous communities still don’t have access to clean drinking water.
Celebrating Canada while not acknowledging the underrepresented and
underfunded Indigenous communities who lack basic necessities is extremely
harmful.

These are just a few reasons why the celebration of Canada has changed.

You can be read more at: https://www.theindigenousfoundation.org/articles/why-
you-shouldnt-be-celebrating-canada-day-and-what-to-do-instead



Dear Campus,

Here at Brandon University, we are committed to protecting opportunities and spaces
intended for Indigenous people and Indigenous voices. To achieve this Brandon
University has begun the process of drafting an Indigenous Citizenship Substantiation
Policy.

This policy outlines documentation and procedures required to substantiate claims
to Indigenous citizenship for individuals seeking Indigenous opportunities on campus.
This policy is intended to protect Indigenous people within the institution from
individuals who falsely claim Indigenous citizenship.

It is crucial that we hear from you during the development of this policy. Preliminary
discussions began in the summer of 2024 with Indigenous faculty, staff, students, and
Knowledge Keepers, which helped form the draft policy. We now welcome broader
input from all faculty, staff, students, and community members.

We are inviting all members of our campus community to in-person or virtual
meetings to share your feedback.

Tuesday, July 08 | 1:30 to 3:00 pm – Zoom: https://brandonu-
ca.zoom.us/j/91826012206 - Meeting ID: 918 2601 2206
Monday, August 11 | 10:30 am to 12:00 pm – Louis Riel Room
Friday, August 15 | 2:00 to 3:30 pm – Zoom: https://brandonu-
ca.zoom.us/j/91595524898 - Meeting ID: 915 9552 4898

If you are unable to attend one of the in-person or virtual meetings, you can submit
written feedback to indigenous@brandonu.ca.

Best wishes,
Dr. Kofi Campbell

Indigenous Citizenship Substantiation Policy.















Aaniin! My name is Tyshaundrea Desjarlais, and I am a proud member of Ebb and
Flow First Nation. For the past three years, I have been living in Brandon as a full-
time and part-time student at Brandon University, working towards earning both
my Bachelor of Education and Bachelor of Arts degrees. If I’m not at the University,
I’m spending my time working in my home community's new Elementary School, in
a meeting, or on the powwow trail. 

Leaving home to pursue post-secondary was one of the most difficult things for
me to do. I carried with me not only my own goals, but to do it for my family and
my community. Before coming to university in August of 2022, I had a passing in
my family that almost made me not want to come for the fall term in 2022, Mary
Houle, my great koko’s (grandmother). Her passing reminded me how quickly my
Anishinaabe language and ways of life can be lost if we don’t hold onto them, and
that’s a responsibility I carry with pride. My goal is to keep my Anishinaabe culture
alive, through education, leadership, and creating spaces for Indigenous youth to
thrive. 

Outside of academics, I am the newly elected Youth Councillor for the Southern
Chiefs’ Organization Youth Council and represent youth with the West Region
Tribal Council. I’ve also recently been selected as the new Youth Board Member in
Brandon. I’m proud to advocate for Indigenous youth and help empower youth
voices in the city. Everything I do is for community, I’m ready to listen, learn, and do
my best. 

Growing up in an athletic family, resilience came as a second nature. Sports have
taught me, teamwork, dedication, and how to show up for others. An experience I
had recently was walking in the Manito Ahbee Red Road Fashion Show. It was my
first time modeling and stepping out of my comfort zone. That reminded me how
important it is to embrace new opportunities; You never know where they might
lead or what connections you’ll make along the way. 



Throughout my time at BU, I’ve been fortunate to have the support of people like
Deidre Gregory, forming a bond through the Al & Bee Wagner Indigenous Transition
Program. Being on my own for the first time was overwhelming, a new city, new
surroundings, new everything. I got lost more than once, but Deidre went above
and beyond, walking me to classes, showing me around, and being that support
system that truly felt like a “home away from home.” Her kindness, patience, and
encouragement made a world of difference, and I’m so grateful for the Indigenous
Peoples’ Centre, where that sense of belonging continues to grow.

To any students reading this, especially Indigenous Youth, my advice is simple: You
belong here, even when the journey feels hard, even when you question yourself
and those long papers, remember the quote by the honourable Murray Sinclair
“Education is what got us in this mess, Education will be what gets us out.” Your
experiences will be what you make of it, lean on your supports and ask for help, be
proud of where you come from, and don’t be afraid to take that leap into new
experiences, imagine where that leap of faith could take you next.

Kitchii-Miigwetch for reading a piece of my journey. I hope this inspires someone to
keep going. Every small step we take matters, not just for ourselves, but for the
generations watching us rise.





SPOTLIGHT:
Student

ShannonShannon
S P E N C ES P E N C E

My name is Shannon Aitkens (Spence), and I am a proud community member from
Sandy Bay Ojibway First Nation. Six years ago, my family and I moved from Portage
La Prairie to Brandon, and it's been a journey filled with growth, learning, and
opportunity ever since.

I am beyond proud to be a mother of three wonderful children—they are my
strength and the reason I keep pushing forward. One of my children has an
intellectual disability and is non-verbal, and being his mother has shaped the way I
see the world in so many ways. I am his voice, his advocate, and his biggest
supporter. Because of him, I’ve come to understand just how important inclusive
education really is. One day, I would love the opportunity to work alongside
students like him—students who deserve to be seen, heard, and supported for
exactly who they are.

Alongside me through all of this is my supportive husband, who continues to be a
great motivator and helps me believe that anything is possible. I have learned that
having a strong support system can make all the difference when you are trying to
balance family life, school, and personal goals.

I recently completed my third year in the Integrated Education Program at Brandon
University. Choosing education was a natural decision for me. I have always had a
passion for learning and working with youth, and I have seen firsthand how
important it is for young people—especially Indigenous youth—to have role models
who understand their experiences. When I graduate, my goal is to return to my
home community and work as a teacher in Sandy Bay. I want to be a part of
creating safe, supportive learning spaces for the next generation and give back to
the place that helped shape who I am.



My time at university has come with its challenges. Balancing assignments, classes,
parenting, and everyday life hasn’t always been easy. But those moments of
struggle taught me how strong I really am. I have grown so much—not just
academically, but personally. I have learned how to manage my time, ask for help
when I need it, and most importantly, keep going even when things get tough.

One place that has really helped me stay grounded during my time at BU is the
Indigenous Peoples’ Centre (IPC). When you’re feeling lost or disconnected, the IPC
is where you can go to recharge. Whether you need a quiet place to study, some
encouragement, or just a place to take a break, the IPC is always there. The staff
are welcoming, the atmosphere is warm, and there’s a real sense of community. I
always recommend students check out their programs and events—there’s
something for everyone, and it’s a great way to stay connected.

I also want to take a moment to thank two people who have played a huge role in
my journey—Dr. Raccine and Deidre Gregory. Their words of wisdom and constant
encouragement helped me keep going, especially during times when I felt like
giving up. Having people who believe in you and are willing to listen and guide you
makes all the difference.

To fellow students: remember that the university has so many resources available
to help you succeed. Use them. Take advantage of everything—from math tutors
and writing support to research assistance. These resources exist for you, and they
can truly make a difference in your academic journey.

If there’s one thing I’ve learned on this journey, it is that success is not about being
perfect or having it all figured out. It is about showing up, doing your best, and
remembering why you started. For me, that reason is my family and my
community. I want to be a voice of encouragement, especially for other Indigenous
students and parents who are trying to balance education and life. We belong
here, and we deserve to thrive.



Deadline to apply online : 
July 25, 2025

Four Directions of Support for 1
Year Indigenous Students  

st

1-Academics
2- Personal
3- Cultural
4- Social

Free to be apart of. 
No extra courses.



We post everything that’s
happening in IPC on Facebook !

Drumming, beading club,
academic supports, writing skills,
and advising take place in the IPC
schedule and will begin regularly
again in Sept.

Ribbon skirt making available
Thursdays w/Barb B. from 12:30-3:00
pm (upon request in advance)
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Sunday Monday Thursday Friday SaturdayTuesday Wednesday

29

Drum Songs w/ Susie 3:30 pm
Cree Language 5  pm

30

Beading Babes 5:30 pm

Beading Babes  5:30 pm

Beading Club 5:30 pm

Beading Babes  5:30 pm

20252025
31

31

Teachings House
11:30 am-1:00pm Meet in IPC

Water Walk

2 4 5
Beading w/Joan 12-2 pm

Beading w/Joan 12-2 pm
Beading w/Joan 12-2 pm

PENT GRADUATION

Beading w/Joan 12-2 pm

JULYJULY

CLOSED Canada Day

Drum Songs w/ Susie 3:30 pm
Cree Language 5  pm

Drum Songs w/ Susie 3:30 pm
Cree Language 5  pm

Drum Songs w/ Susie 3:30 pm
Cree Language 5  pm

DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR
TRANSITION PROGRAM



SUMMERSUMMER

Solstice FeastSolstice Feast
June 18, 2025

Thank you to all the Departments, Faculty, and Staff who
have participated in hosting a Feast in a Good Way.
We appreciate you ! -PENT

-Science
-Library
-Music
-Student
Services

We encourage others to contact IPC to host a feast in the
upcoming year.  IPC staff & Knowledge Keepers are able to
assist with Protocols.



                                                  Come see our calendar for specific dates and
times as they may change.

IPC DROP IN
TIMES

ACADEMIC SUPPORTS

Library/
Research Help

Thursdays 
10:00 - 12:00pm

Learning Skills 
IPC drop ins will
resume in Sept.

Math Support in
student services 

TBA

Academic
Advising

IPC drops ins
will resume in

Sept.

IPC@brandonu.ca

 If you are unable to make it to these drop-in times, you can make an
appointment to meet one one-on-one or check for drop-ins at student

services or online at www.brandonu.ca/student-services/home/how-to-
book-an-appointment-with-student-services



Metis Elder-Joan

Anishinaabe Elder
Barb

Cree Elder- Susie

Thursday 12:30-3 pm

If you would like to meet with one of our
Elders outside of these times posted please

contact ipc@brandonu.ca



WORD OF THE MONTH
SUMMER

CREE- NIPIN
DAKOTA- BDOKETU

MICHIF- NIPIIN
ANISHINAABE-NIIBIN



Do you haveDo you have
something yousomething you
would  like towould  like to

share in “The Tea”share in “The Tea”
next month?next month?
Let us know !Let us know !

Courtesy of...

THANK YOU!
MIIGWECH!
WOPIDA!

MARRSII!
KINANASKIMOTIN!

NAKURMIIK!
MĄSI CHOK!

Contact IPC@brandonu.ca


