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Thank you to the Indigenous graduates who so generously shared your
educational journeys with us. Your stories reflected not only the challenges you
faced, but also the resilience, courage, and determination it took to overcome
them. You spoke openly about the emotional weight of those experiences, and it
was deeply meaningful to hear how you leaned on supportive people, services,
and community resources along the way.

It was inspiring to witness the balance of humility and pride you carry as you reach
this important milestone. Your willingness to offer guidance to others—
encouraging students to seek support, build connections, and make use of
university services—speaks to your strength as leaders and role models. The
impact of the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre was clearly felt in your journeys,
providing a space of belonging and access to the supports needed to succeed.

We are grateful for what you have shared and what you have contributed to this
community. We wish you continued growth, learning, unlearning, and every
success you deserve in the years ahead. You will be missed, and we hope you
return often to say hello and continue to inspire those who follow in your footsteps.










ALLAN BENSON

Introduction

My name is Allan Benson, and | am originally from Wabowden, a Northern Manitoba Metis
community located approximately 110 km south of Thompson, Manitoba. | have been living in
Brandon, Manitoba, while attending Brandon University (BU) for the past 5 years during the
months of April, May, June, and July. Moving here was a big step for me, but it has been an
important part of my personal and academic journey.

| am currently enrolled in the Bachelor of Education PENT program, working toward becoming a
teacher. My long-term goal is to return to my community of Wabowden within Frontier School
Division and contribute to education in meaningful ways. | want to create engaging, culturally
relevant learning experiences for students and help support youth in reaching their full
potential.

Outside of school, | enjoy staying active and involved. Some of my hobbies include sports,
especially volleyball, badminton, and golf. | also enjoy spending time outdoors, whether it's
fishing, camping, or just relaxing with friends and family. Being connected to the community
both at home and in Brandon has always been important to me.

I've also been involved in education for quite some time, working as an Educational Assistant
(EA) for several years and later as a PENT (Program for the Education of Native Teachers)
student teacher. These experiences have shaped who | am as a future educator and reinforced
my passion for teaching.

Supports and Services at BU

During my time at Brandon University, several supports and services have helped me succeed
academically and personally. One of the most impactful supports has been the PENT program.
It has provided not only academic guidance but also a strong sense of community. Being
surrounded by other students with similar backgrounds and goals made a huge difference in
feeling supported and understood.

Additionally, BU offers helpful academic resources such as tutoring services, writing support,
and access to instructors who are approachable and willing to help. I've found that building
relationships with professors and asking for help when needed has been key to staying on
track. Big shout-out to Ying Ying, who was my statistics tutor and played a huge role in helping
me find success in that class. As well as Darrell Racine for his continued support in teaching
students how to properly write papers with purpose and meaning behind them.



Your Student services, including counselling and wellness supports, have also been valuable.
University can be stressful at times, and having access to these services helps maintain
balance and well-being. Even simple things like study spaces, libraries, and peer support
networks contribute to a positive learning environment.

Outside of BU, community connections in Brandon have also played a role. Whether it's
connecting with friends, participating in local events, or staying connected with people from
back home, those relationships help create a sense of belonging.

A Positive Support Experience

One of the most meaningful supports in my journey has been the mentorship and
encouragement I've received through my work and studies in education. Working as an EA
before becoming a teacher gave me real-life classroom experience and allowed me to learn
from experienced educators.

There have been specific teachers and mentors who took the time to guide me, offer advice,
and push me to grow. Their belief in my abilities helped build my confidence and motivated me
to pursue teaching as a career. They showed me what it means to be a supportive and
effective educator, and | hope to carry those same qualities into my own classroom one day.
Another important source of support has been my peers. Going through the program together,
sharing challenges, and celebrating successes has made the experience much more
manageable and enjoyable. Having people who understand what you're going through makes
a big difference.

Advice for Students

One of the most important pieces of advice | can give to students is to stay organized and
manage their time well. University can get overwhelming, especially when assignments and
deadlines start to pile up. Planning and staying on top of your work can make things much less
stressful.

Another key piece of advice is to ask for help when you need it. Whether it's from professors,
classmates, or support services, there are always people willing to help you just have to reach
out.

| would also encourage students to stay connected to their community and culture. Being
grounded in who you are can help guide you through challenges and keep you motivated.



Lastly, don't be afraid to step outside your comfort zone. Try new things, get involved, and take
advantage of opportunities. University is not just about academics; it's also about personal
growth and building experiences that will shape your future.

Final Thoughts

Something important to know about me is that | am passionate about giving back to my
community. My experiences have shown me how important education is, especially in northern
and Indigenous communities. | want to be part of the change by helping students feel
supported, valued, and capable of success.

My journey hasn't always been easy, but every challenge has helped me grow stronger and
more determined. | take pride in where | come from and in the path | am on.

Becoming a teacher is more than just a career for me, it's a way to make a difference.












My name is Jayleen Flett. | am a 37-year-old Métis woman with both Ojibway and Cree roots, from
the small Metis community called Manigotogan. It is located on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. It is
part of the M.A.S.H. areq, alongside Aghamiing, Seymourville, and Hollow Watter First Nation. | am a
proud Mama to my son Cairo, and wife to my husband Brett. | am one of six children born to Bruce
and Brenda Boulette. The love and support | grew up with and have within my own family continue
to guide and shape the person | am today.

| am currently in my fifth and final year here at Brandon University’s PENT program. But my journey
in education started in 2012 as an Educational Assistant at Wanipigow School (Hollow Water).
Throughout the years, | was encouraged by many peers to try out for PENT. It wasn't until | was on
maternity leave that | finally took that step and applied. As | looked at my son, | knew | wanted
more for him and wanted to show him how important education is. | believe this is something
many past and current parents in PENT strive for with our children. We are their first teachers. We
show and teach them how to carry themselves in this world. | wanted to show him that hard work
and determination can lead you to Mino-Bimaadiziwin (the good life). It was a difficult first step, as
he was only 11 months old when | first came to Brandon. Now that he is 5 years old, leaving does not
get any easier. He is old enough to express his feelings by teling me when he doesn't want
Mommy to go or that he misses me.

But he also tells me, “Mommy, good job,” which means everything to me.

My husband and son are my greatest supports and my biggest encouragers. | am fortunate that
home is only a four-hour drive, which allows me to travel back and forth most weekends. Being
away from family is not a struggle | experience alone. | know many students spend weeks or even
months before they are able to return home to visit. | hold the words “it's a short-term sacrifice for
a long-term gain” close to me, because while it is tough to be away, this program is opening new
doors and providing me with a wealth of knowledge and skills that | will bring back to share with
my community.



This program and university offer a level of support that isn't always available elsewhere. It
begins with the orientation. This is where you are introduced and prepared for what is to
come. This includes writing & math sessions, familiarizing us with the academic, cultural,
and mental health supports offered, and becoming acquainted with the students you will
start this chapter with. This plays a major role in my success here. | have met some of my
greatest supporters here. My mains know who they are. Having an amazing support
system back home and having one woven here has made this place feel like a second
home. It made challenges feel lighter and every success more meaningful.

My advice | would like to share with students is not to shy away or be afraid to ask for help.
This program and all the people connected to it are here to support you, guide you and
genuinely want to see you succeed.

As | am nearing the finish line of gaining my Bachelor of Education & Art degrees, | hope to
teach back home. | began this journey with Wanipigow School and would love to return to
share what | have learned here and represent as an Indigenous educator to our youth.









2026 Moose Hide Campaign Day- Virtual Livestream in the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre
Thursday, May 14, 2026
8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. Opening Plenary — Keynote Address Niigaan Sinclair

Virtual Workshops will be aired in IPC

9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. The Physical and Spiritual Benefits of Fasting
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Rally to End Violence
3:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. H.O.P.E (Healing, Overcoming, Passion, and Empowerment)

Personal Development Workshop

Free Moose Hide Pins can be picked up in the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre.
For more information on the Moose Hide Campaign visit the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre.









Food Resources

The BUSU Campus Cupboard is an initiative started in 2024 which aims to alleviate the issue of
student hunger and food insecurity. The Cupboard provides preserved, dry, fresh, and frozen foods
to those in need at a much lower price than supermarkets, and even the dollar store. Several free

offerings will also be available to those who most need it.

The Cupboard is located in the BUSU Main Office.
BUSU Office Hours:  Monday-Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm
Email: info@busu.ca Phone: (204) 727-9660
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SAVE THE DATE







Rainer S

Alex B
Joan G

Connor T

Times may change. Come into IPC to check our calendar
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Our Indigenous Student Collective
(BUISC) is joining the City of
Brandon's Spring Community
Clean-Up Day, and we'll be right
here on Brandon University's
campus taking care of the clean up!

7 Thursday, May 7th
® 1:00-3:00 PM

? Brandon University Campus
come out, connect with us, and help
make our campus a little better.
Prizes, refreshments, and good
company included! "
Email dysartcr86@brandonu.ca to
register or for more info.
Walk-ups also welcome!




WORD OF THE MONTH

Success
CREE- Ka ski ho win
DAKOTA- Hpecasni
MICHIF- Minu moan oh
ANISHINAABE- Jiikakamigad
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The monthly basket is made possible by donation,
Thank you for continuing to make this possible :)
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Next Draw will be May 26 12pm






Transportation Provided
First Come, First Serve
Contact: Suelee at InnesS@brandonu.ca
to reserve your spot



~ Doyouhave
' something you
\ would like to
share in “The Tea” ,
next month? - /
Let us know ! V/

Contact IPC@brandonu.ca

Courtesy of ...

THANK YOU!
MIIGWECH!
WOPIDA!

MARRSII!
KINANASKIMOTIN!
NAKURMIIK!
MASI CHOK!
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