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Dean Greg Gatien
Greg Gatien was born and raised in Halifax, Nova Scotia where he
began playing saxophone in the Halifax City Schools music program.
He went on to earn his undergraduate degree in Music Education and
Jazz Studies from Saint Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, Nova
Scotia. During this time, Greg also studied privately with saxophonist
Don Palmer, and began free-lancing throughout the Maritimes with
prominent Nova Scotia-based musicians, including Gene Smith, Tom
Roach, Dave Staples, Al Sutherland, Jerry Granelli, Skip Beckwith and
Danny Sutherland.
Greg moved to Boston for the first time in the early 1990s to study saxophone and improvisation
with Jerry Bergonzi. During this two-year period, Greg continued to perform frequently, including
work as a member of the Maritime Jazz Orchestra alongside Eastern Canadian jazz musicians Kirk
McDonald, Chris Mitchell, Mike Murley, Jim Vivian, Greg Carter, and others. Greg would remain a
member of this group until the late 1990s, performing alongside Kenny Wheeler, Norma
Winstone and John Taylor and recording the JustinTime release, Siren Song. FULL BIO

Marika Galea – Jazz Bass
Marika Galea is a bassist, composer and educator whose
works spans across jazz, pop, folk, indie, hip hop, new music
and experimental genres. Named one of CBC Music’s 35
best Canadian jazz artists under 35 in 2017, Galea has worked
with artists such as U.S. Girls, Cyrus Chestnut, Ralph
Peterson Jr. and Jake Clemons. She holds a Bachelor of Music
from Berklee College of Music and a Master of Music from
McGill University. She has been on faculty at the Monterey
Jazz Festival, Berklee College of Music‘s Bass &
Percussion Weekend, McGill Conservatory, McGill
University, and Prince Edward County Jazz
Festival. Projects she has collaborated on have been
nominated for (or won) Juno, Golden Globe, Academy,
Polaris, Iris, RIDM and HotDocs Awards. Her work and/or
studies have been funded by SSHRC, FACTOR, McGill
University, Berklee College of Music (Lennie Johnson,
Richard Levy) and the University of Toronto (Phil and
Noreen Nimmons, Distillery Jazz Festival).

Diogo Peixoto – Jazz and
Contemporary Popular Music
Born in São Paulo, Brazil, Diogo Peixoto started playing guitar at the age of 11. Four years later
he started working as a sideman, being called to collaborate with a wide range of artists in the
state of São Paulo.
In 2007 he joined the group ‘Coletivo Orquestral’ under the direction of Mário Campos (State
University of Campinas) where he had the opportunity to play alongside world class musicians,
such as Arrigo Barnabé, Brandford Marsalis, Hermeto Pascoal, Vinícius Dorin, and also recorded
the album ‘Compacto’ in 2010 for the label Kalamata.
Diogo is also an experienced songwriter and singer, having a number of his compositions
recorded by himself and other artists, many of which were awarded in major song festivals in
Brazil. In the past few years Diogo released his first two solo EPs entitled ‘Teto’ and ‘Teto 2’ in
which he stars as singer, guitarist, composer, arranger, and producer.
His guitar playing is known for being spontaneous and intense. With his broad influences, Diogo
shows a unique melodic sense and an extremely versatile composition style, without losing a
keen rhythmic approach typical of Brazilian musicians.
Besides his experience as a player, Diogo has dedicated over twenty years to teaching music.
Having taught music in conservatories, universities, giving workshops, training music staff, and
music production courses; his mission is always to share his experience and knowledge to help
students achieve their goals and find their own voice through music and art.
Diogo holds a Bachelor's Degree in Popular Music, a College Degree in Financial Management,
and a Master’s Degree in Jazz Performance and Literature. Currently teaching at Brandon
University (Canada), Diogo is producing his debut album and intends to pursue a PhD in the
coming years.
“Take good care of music, and music will take care of you”

Eric Platz – Drumset
Eric Platz is a drummer, percussionist, improviser and music educator
from Boston, Massachusetts. An active part of the musical communities in
Boston and New York City for the past ten years, Eric performs an eclectic
array of musical styles including jazz, Americana, world music, rock, and
classical. Currently a member of Brooklyn-based singer-songwriter Carrie
Rodriguez’s band, he has toured extensively throughout North America and
has made radio and TV appearances throughout the US, including PBS’s
internationally broadcast Austin City Limits. Eric is also featured on Ms.
Rodriguez’s critically acclaimed 2009 recording She Ain’t Me (EMI/Blue
Note). As part of the world music ensemble Asefa, Eric has performed at the
Brooklyn Academy of Music and the Blue Note, and performs annually at the
Sephardic Music Festival in New York City. FourMinusOne and Fat Little
Bastard, two improvised music trios that Eric has co-led, have performed at
festivals, universities and concert venues across the US, and have each
released two CDs. Both ensembles have received critical praise in the Boston
Globe and Time Out-New York. In addition to his current projects, Eric is an
active freelancer and has performed with Bill Frisell, Joe Lovano and Lucinda
Williams among many others. He has appeared on over 20 recordings and is
scheduled to collaborate with producer Lee Townsend on an upcoming
project in Fall 2009.
FULL BIO

Carter Graham – Jazz Piano
Carter Graham's rhythmic style of playing, informed by his love of bebop and pop
music is instantly the most recognizable aspect of his performances, and while doing
so he always brings an energetic positivity on stage that is infectious and delights
audiences. His sound and style comes from a deep respect and admiration for jazz,
soul, R&B, blues, funk and rock n' roll (collectively known as BAM), as well as
classical music.
Carter has been afforded the opportunity to perform with such jazz greats as
Rodney Whitaker, Quincy Davis, Derrick Gardner, Randy Napoleon and Jon Gordon.
Major festival appearances include the Detroit Jazz Festival, Winnipeg International
Jazz Festival, East Lansing Jazz Festival, Livonia Jazz Festival and Break Out West
Festival. Carter has recorded for film twice; one documentary and one original film
and has also served as a pit musician for Rainbow Stage.
His skills as a performer are not limited to any one style or genre and Carter has
always sought to be involved in diverse musical projects. His love of music has led
him to work with blues bands, beat-boxers, rappers, rock, funk and soul artists from
Canada,the USA and beyond.
After a life-changing stay in New York, Carter has returned to Winnipeg, actively
committed to offering his skills to the incredibly diverse and healthy artistic
community that is thriving in Manitoba. community musical outreach and prepare
for his debut recording as a leader. Always invested in further honing his craft while
continuing to carve out a distinct artistic voice, he aspires to create music that is
honest, playful and weaves beauty through the art of compositional story-telling

Brian Zimmerman, Jazz Guitar
Brian studied Jazz Guitar Performance at
Concordia University in Montreal and Music
Education as a Masters student with a focus
on Jazz Pedagogy at Brandon University. He
has had a wide variety of performance and
recording experience. Brian continues to
perform as a jazz guitarist in and around
Winnipeg and Brandon and has been teaching
guitar at BU since 2008.

Dr. Sheelagh Chadwick
Chair JDME, Secondary Music, Community Music, Foundations
Sheelagh Chadwick was born in St. John’s,
Newfoundland. She graduated from Trinity College
of Music (London) in 1989 and qualified as a
secondary Music teacher (PGCE) through Middlesex
University in 1992. She completed her Masters
degree in Music Education at London University’s
Institute of Education in 1997 while working as a
general Music teacher at a secondary school in
Hertfordshire. In 1998 she began a contract with the
Government of Botswana as a Music teacher
educator and then returned after her doctoral
studies to complete a second contract in 2005. She
completed her PhD at the University of Illinois in
2008.
FULL BIO

Click for Video - MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS AT BU

Dr. Andrée Dagenais
Choral Studies
Andrée Dagenais is an Associate Professor in the
School of Music where she conducts the Brandon University
Chorale, the Brandon University Concert Choir and the
Brandon University Women’s Voices (which she founded in
2003). At the undergraduate level, she teaches courses in
conducting and vocal and choral techniques. At the graduate
level, she offers seminars in choral literature, advanced
conducting and choral techniques.
Prior to coming to Manitoba in 2000, Dr. Dagenais
taught at Université de Montréal, and has also taught at
Queen’s University (Kingston ON), the University of
Saskatchewan (Saskatoon SK) and McGill University
(Montreal QC). She conducted the Saskatoon Symphony
Orchestra Chorus for two years and has been artist-inresidence in southern east Saskatchewan. FULL BIO

Click for Video - CHORAL STUDIES AT BU

Dr. Wendy Zander McCallum
Symphonic Band and Instrumental Music Education
Dr. Wendy McCallum is a Professor in the Brandon University
School of Music where she conducts the Symphonic Band and
teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in music education and
conducting.
Committed to excellence in music education, McCallum taught
band and general elementary music before pursuing graduate
studies. In addition to designing professional development sessions
for music educators, she has presented at provincial music education
conferences, College Band Directors National Association regional
conference, and the International Midwest Band and Orchestra
Clinic. Her work as a solo and ensemble adjudicator and clinician for
concert and jazz ensembles has taken her across Canada and the
United States. She serves as guest conductor of university,
community, and military ensembles, as conductor at the
International and Rushmore Music Camps, and as facilitator of
conducting symposia. She has conducted junior high and high school
regional, provincial, and state honor bands and was the conductor of
the 2018 National Youth Band of Canada. FULL BIO

Click for Video - SYMPHONIC BAND AT BU

Dr. Sheila Scott
Elementary Music Education
Sheila Scott, professor, is the specialist in elementary music
education at Brandon University. Dr. Scott holds a Master of Music (School
Music) degree from the University of Calgary where she studied the Kodaly
Method for Music Education with Lois Choksy and Jonas Horvath. She
subsequently completed a PhD in Elementary Education at the University
of Alberta. As well, she completed three levels of Orff Schulwerk training
with Joe Berrarducci. Dr. Scott began her faculty appointment at Brandon
University in 2000. She has spent many years advising students in her role
as co-chair of the Joint Department of Music Education. As well, she
teaches courses in elementary general music, a course in student
assessment for music teachers, and a course on music education for
exceptional learners. She also co-teaches the course Professional Teacher.
Dr. Scott’s research interests are varied. She published the book Music
Education for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder: A Resource for
Teachers (Oxford University Press, 2017), based on her work with children
with exceptional needs that spanned the previous 10 years. Blog posts
related
to
this
publication
may
be
found
at https://blog.oup.com/?s=sheila+scott
FULL BIO

Dr. Caroline Ehman – Musicology
Caroline Ehman is Assistant Professor of
Musicology at Brandon University. After
completing her PhD at the Eastman School of
Music, she was on the faculty of the University of
Louisville from 2013-2019. She is completing a
book project on treatments of the Faust legend in
opera since 1980, and has published a book
chapter on Italian composer Luca Lombardi’s
Faust-themed opera. Her current research also
encompasses portrayals of motherhood in the
operas of Kaija Saariaho and the intersections
between live performance and film in opera and
new music performance, focusing particularly on
the works of Michel van der Aa.

Dr. Jon-Tomas Godin – Chair, Music Theory
Originally hailing from Northern Ontario, JonTomas Godin has had a varied career path leading up to
his appointment as Lecturer in Music Theory at Brandon
University. While completing a very general B.Mus.
degree at the University of Ottawa, where he couldn’t
decide whether he wanted to be a performing pianist, a
conductor, a teacher or a scholar, Godin paid the bills by
teaching piano lessons, playing parties in the Ottawa
circuit, and working as a financial analyst for high tech
companies working to fix the Y2K problem for federal
government departments. Once he finished with all that,
he decided to pursue a graduate degree in music theory.
During his M.A. studies at McGill, Godin developed
interests in common practice harmony and form,
Schenkerian analysis, and analysis of Renaissance
polyphony.
FULL BIO

Jason Young - Composition
J. Alex. Young is a Cree-Métis Composer from Northern Ontario and a
University of Calgary Ph.D. Candidate specializing in Composition. He
holds a Bachelor of Music (Honours) from Carleton University and a
Masters in Composition from the University of Ottawa. He has operated
as an Indigenous student advisor for the University of Calgary Equity
Diversity Inclusion and Decolonization Committee and is currently a
dedicated member of the Canadian Music Centre’s Accountability for
Change and Indigenous Advisory Councils. In 2019 he was awarded the
SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship for his research on Indigenous culture which
encompasses aspects of Cree storytelling, ceremony and song as
inspiration for new creative works. His most recent work titled šâkohtâw
(shâ-kôhê-tâ-hwah) was premiered February 27, 2022, by the Calgary
Philharmonic Orchestra as an Indigenous composer commissioned to
create a new work for Tom Jackson’s digital series The Bear and the Wild
Rose. Currently he is undertaking two commissions for the Calgary Wind
Symphony and Tim Brady’s Instruments of Happiness ensemble. Starting
in September 2022 he has joined the School of Music at Brandon
University as Assistant Professor of Composition and Indigenous Music
Perspectives. J. Alex Young feels to reflect a musical concord between his
Indigenous Cree and Western heritage that a unity of self, community,
land and spirit must be maintained. His compositions are combinatory
sonic and narrative explorations of his personal connection to home,
family, story and spirituality.

Dr. Gretta Sayers– Music Theory
Gretta Sayers is Assistant Professor of Music Theory
and Aural Skills at the School of Music at Brandon University.
Dr. Sayers’ research explores perception of music,
specifically the perception of musical form in post-common
practice art music. Her dissertation applies theories of
musical perception to the analysis of Debussy’s piano
preludes, defining formal patterns based on associative
relationships. Gretta’s other areas of interest include
pedagogy and empirical methods in music research. She has
presented her research at national and international
conferences.
Gretta’s love of teaching began in high school, when she
started teaching private piano, theory, and history lessons,
and continued throughout her undergraduate degree. After
graduating from the University of Regina, she was adjunct
instructor of theory at Brandon University from 2005 to
2008 and held T.A. positions at the University of Western
Ontario and the University of Kansas.

Click for Video - WHAT IS MUSIC THEORY? FULL BIO

Everett Hopfner – Piano
A self-described new music explorer, Canadian pianist
Everett Hopfner is celebrated for his passionate and inventive
performances. With his dynamic approach to multidisciplinary
pieces
incorporating
electronic
media,
improvisation, movement and speech, Everett has been
praised as “a surreal performer who gives flesh and life to
music.” (Il Cittadino di Lodi)
Everett has toured across Canada as winner of the 36th
Eckhardt-Gramatté National Music Competition, where he
was commended by the jury as “an actor, a poet, a true artist”
and “a figure of the future.” Graduate studies in Germany led
to European tours with the Junge Deutsche Philharmonie and
broadcasts on Hessischer Rundfunk and CBC Radio. Everett
has been presented by Cluster New Music + Interactive Arts
Festival in Winnipeg, IMATRONIC piano+ in Karlsruhe, and
Lachenmann Perspektiven in Stuttgart.
FULL BIO

Dr. Megumi Masaki – Piano
Megumi has performed extensively as a soloist and chamber
musician with distinguished artists including the Penderecki Quartet,
Borealis Quartet, Gewandhaus Orchestra soloists, Shauna Rolston,
Yuri Hooker, Paul Marleyn, Oleg Pokhanovski, Koh Gabriel Kameda,
and Valdine Anderson. Megumi has recently performed throughout
North America, Europe and Asia in such venues as the Ottawa
International Chamber Music Festival, National Art Gallery Ottawa,
National Arts Centre Ottawa, Institute for Research and Coordination
in Acoustics/Music Paris (IRCAM), Royal Academy of Music’s Discovery
& Development Series, CoLab Festival Trinity Laban London, Royal
College of Music, Elmwood Hall Belfast, Sonorities Festival of
Contemporary Music in Belfast, Dark Music Days Festival in Reykjavik,
Chetham’s International Piano Festival Manchester, Classical:NEXT
Festival NL, Philam Life Theatre Manila, Okazaki Concert Hall Japan,
Chengdu Concert Hall China, Roter Saal Mainz, Eric Ericson Hall
Sweden, Cultural Olympiad Utah, National Museum of Women in Arts
Washington, D.C., the Alte Oper Frankfurt, Fox Fine Arts Centre El
Paso, Windsor Canadian Music Festival, Regina New Music Festival,
Kelowna Chamber Music Series, GroundSwell and the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra New Music Festival.
FULL BIO

Click for Video - PIANO STUDIES AT BU

Dr. Alexander Tselyakov – Piano
Pianist Alexander Tselyakov has been described as a “phenomenal
pianist” (Germany), having “an intoxicating sound” (Israel), and “a perfect
artistic individuality” (Russia) and “…represents the best aspect of Russian
pianism and all its attributes… effectively synthesized the emotional
balance of Arthur Rubinstein and the more highly-strung febrile quality of
Horowitz.” Harris Goldsmith, New York Concert Review.
He began his concert career with the State Philharmonic Orchestra
in his native Soviet Union at the age of nine. Alexander Tselyakov went on
to win one of the leading prizes at the prestigious VIIIth International
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, the Second International Music
Competition of Japan, the Ibla Grand Prize International Piano Competition
and the Mazara del Vallo International Piano and Orchestra Competition in
Italy, the Israel Competition and the New Orleans International Piano
Competition. His playing has inspired standing ovations in Japan, Germany,
Italy, Israel, Spain, Portugal, France, England, Sweden, Austria, Poland,
Finland, the United States, Denmark, the Netherlands, Turkey and Canada
where he now makes his home. Tselyakov combines virtuosity with breathtaking musicality in the Russian tradition of great pianists. He studied with
Lev Naumov (custodian of the Heinrich Neuhaus methods that are credited
with producing many extraordinary twentieth-century Russian keyboard
masters such as Gilels and Richter) at the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in
Moscow. Tselyakov has performed frequently with leading orchestras
including the Leningrad Philharmonic, the Moscow Philharmonic, the
Moscow Radio Symphony and the State Byelorussian Philharmonic.
FULL BIO

Alla Turbanova – Piano
Alla Turbanova (Pianist, Piano Teacher, Director of the
Clear Lake Chamber Music Festival) has won numerous
scholarships, trophies and awards, including the Byelorussian
Piano Competition, National Piano Competition for Byelorussian
Composers, and others. Alla began her piano studies at the age
of six at the Pinsk Special Music Conservatory, then graduated
with a first class honours Bachelor Degree with Valentin
Chensnovich (composer and pianist) at the Brest Musical
College. She completed her Masters Degree (Piano
Performance, Accompaniment and Chamber Music) in Minsk at
the Institute of Pedagogie, where she also worked as an
accompanist and teaching assistant in the Music Department.
Her research paper, focusing on Byelorussian folk music,
received first place at the Byelorussian State National
Competition for Scientific Works.
FULL BIO

Mark Cramer – Piano Technician
Mark’s passion, is promoting the joy of playing the piano,
and sharing simple insights into how this marvelous instrument
works. He believes that once you understand what is happening
under your fingers, you will enjoy a much wider-range of
musical possibilities.
Mark Cramer, RPT has been a piano-service specialist
since 1983, providing tuning, largescale restoration and concertservice. In 1998, he was invited by Dean Dr. Glenn Carruthers to
initiate a piano maintenance strategy for Brandon University’s
School of Music. The majority of their instruments are grand
pianos, including one of the largest collections of Steinway &
Sons pianos in Western Canada.
The collaborative approach Mark employs for maintaining
School of Music instruments is unique, and BU’s piano
maintenance shop is often host to technicians from across
Canada, and all corners of the United States, seeking to further
their technical skills.
FULL BIO

Click for Video - PIANOS AT BU

Kerry DuWors – Violin
Canadian-born violinist Kerry DuWors has earned accolades for
her “poise and maturity” and “spellbinding expression,” and has been
praised for always finding “the music behind the notes” (Winnipeg
Free Press). Winner of the 26th Eckhardt-Gramatté Competition, Ms.
DuWors made a début Canada-wide recital tour with pianist Lydia
Wong in 2003. Hailed as a “dynamic performer,” she has collaborated
with internationally acclaimed soloists and chamber music ensembles
including James Ehnes, Yo-Yo Ma, Isabel Bayrakdarian, Michael Kim,
Dame Evelyn Glennie, Angela Cheng, Denise Djokic, Martin Fröst,
Marc-André Hamelin, Andrew Dawes, Scott St. John, Rena Sharon,
Martin Beaver, The Knights, and the Lafayette, St. Lawrence and
Penderecki Quartets. She has studied and performed with Lorand
Fenyves, Charles Castleman, Laurence Lesser, Bernadene Blaha,
Krzysztof Penderecki, Elizabeth Wallfisch, Jeanne Lamon, Pamela
Frank, Erika Raum, Gwen Thompson, Paul Katz, and the Ying Quartet.
FULL BIO

Robert Richardson Jr. – Viola
Mr. Richardson teaches and conducts at Suzuki workshops, Institutes and music festivals on a regular basis
throughout North America and beyond. In the summer of 2015 he will be teaching at the European Suzuki conference
in Davos, Switzerland. Robert has been a guest presenter and an invited guest speaker at the Suzuki Association of the
Americas Teachers’ conference and Leadership retreats. Along with maintaining an extensive violin and viola studio in
the Suzuki Talent Education Program at Brandon University’s Eckhardt-Grammatté Conservatory of Music, he also
conducts string orchestras and coaches chamber music. Mr. Richardson is the director of the Brandon Suzuki Summer
Institute, which includes a quartet exchange program uniting young musicians from across Canada. Robert performs
regularly on both violin and viola in numerous chamber ensembles including the Brandon Chamber Players of which he
is a founding member. As well Robert teaches for an inner city school Community Outreach Suzuki Program with over
30 students using teaching materials translated into numerous languages. He has served on the board and on
committees for the Manitoba Registered Music Teachers Association and the Festival of the Arts both locally and
provincially.
FULL BIO

Dr. Leanne Zacharias – Cello
Cellist Leanne Zacharias’ approach to musical life has
been compared to extreme
sport— from soloist to
collaborating across genres with choreographers, writers,
architects, visual artists and musicians of all stripes, she has
emerged with a uniquely vibrant and contemporary voice.
A versatile performer, she has been artist-in-residence at the
Banff Centre for Arts, with San Francisco’s Odyssey Works and
Sweden’s Elucian Ensemble, apprentice with Montreal’s Nouvel
Ensemble Moderne and shared stages with the Houston
Symphony Orchestra, Toronto’s Aradia Ensemble, the
Hylozoists, Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra, the Boundary
Ensemble, Toca Loca, Whitehorse’s Longest Night Ensemble,
Wiretap’s Jonathan Goldstein, the Miro Quartet, Edgar Meyer
and the Weakerthans. With longtime cohort, songwriter
Christine Fellows, she has toured the continent and
contributed to original music for video, modern dance, five
albums on Six Shooter Records and the Winnipeg Arts Councilsponsored Reliquaryperformance project. She is also on the
artistic direction team of the Brandon Chamber Players.
FULL BIO

Click for Video - STRINGS AND FULL ORCHESTRA AT BU

Paul Madryga – Classical Guitar
Paul has been teaching at the Eckhardt-Gramatté
Conservatory of Music since 1995, and has had the
directorship of the Brandon University Guitar Ensemble since
2006. His academic credentials include a Bachelor of Music
degree from Brandon University and a Masters degree in
Classical Guitar Performance from Brisbane, Australia’s
Queensland Conservatorium. Some of Paul’s past performance
highlights include two short periods of intensive study with
American pedagogue Bruce Holzman, and masterclass sessions
with the Los Angeles Guitar Quartet, Leo Brouwer, Ricardo
Cobo, Lily Afshar, the Sydney Guitar Trio, Denis Azabagic, the
Z.O.O. Duo, Stephen Robinson, Kevin Gallagher, Daniel
Bolshoy, and Philip Houghton. In 2010, Paul released his
second CD, Tone Colour Paintbrush. He is also an accomplished
arranger and music engraver, with several self-published works
to his credit.
When not teaching, practicing, or performing, Paul can
often be found indulging his mid-life crisis on or near a soccer
pitch.
FULL BIO

Niall Bakkestad-Legare - Saxophone
Niall Bakkestad-Legare has performed at New York’s elite
jazz clubs, and with artists such as the Philip Harper
Quintet, Quincy Davis Quintet, Jimmy Greene Big Band,
the Curtis Nowosad trio, and the multi-Grammy
nominated Manhattan School of Music Afro-Cuban Big
Band. Niall has toured throughout Canada, performing at
many high-profile festivals including the Ottawa, Montreal,
and Winnipeg International Jazz Festival. He has performed
with international recording artists including multi-Grammy
nominated reggae artist Luciano and Juno-nominated indiepop band Royal Canoe.

The winner of numerous scholarships and awards, Niall
holds a Master in Music from the Manhattan School of
Music and a Bachelor in Jazz Performance from the
University of Manitoba. He participated in the Ottawa Jazz
Festival Youth Summit (2013) and the Banff International
Workshop (2012).

Kathryn Brooks – Bassoon
Kathryn is Principal Bassoon with
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, a
position she has held since 2018. Prior
to playing principal, she was Second
Bassoon with the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra since 2013. Kathryn was a
bassoonist with the elite training
orchestra, New World Symphony in
Miami for two seasons before winning
her job with the WSO. Ms. Brooks was
fortunate to receive a full scholarship
to study at the Manhattan School of
Music in their prestigious Orchestral
Performance Program. She holds a
Master’s and Bachelor’s of Music from
the Cleveland Institute of Music.

Amanda Contreras– Aural Skills
Violinist Amanda Contreras was born in Aguascalientes, Mexico. Surrounded by music
from her early years, she started her musical studies at the age of seven. A Graduate
student at Brandon University, Amanda completed a master’s degree in Violin
Performance in the Spring of 2022 awarded with the Gold Medal. She is a pupil of Ms.
Kerry DuWors and a sought-after performer in the Western Manitoba communities.
Amanda has collaborated and performed with Boca del Rio Philharmonic Orchestra,
Regina Symphony Orchestra, Xalapa Early Music Ensemble, Xalapa Philharmonic
Orchestra, Brandon Community Orchestra, among others. These collaborations
brought her to perform in renowed venues around the world, like Palacio de Bellas
Artes and Auditorio Naxional (Mexico city), Herbert and Nicole Wertheim Performing
Arts Center (Miami, Fl.), Sint-Martinuskerk Church (Overpelt, Belgium). Her music
collaborations span different music genres, from classical to pop and folk music.
At her home city, Amanda created two social outreach programs, "Discovering the
violin"(2009) and “Sanando Almas” (2021). These were aimed to promote music
education for children, and social connection with the marginalized people of her
community. These projects were granted financial aid by the local government of
Aguascalientes.
Amanda has been an active music educator since 2008; she is a founding member of
the Coatzacoalcos Symphony Youth Orchestra. In 2020, she joined the faculty at
Crescendi School of Music, in Aguascalientes, teaching violin and beginner cello
lessons. As a performer and educator, Amanda strives to motivate communities to
keep pursuing their dreams; she encourages people to be hopeful and to find
fulfillment as human beings.

Nancy Hennen – Flute
Nancy Hennen holds a Bachelor of Music from
Mount Allison University, a Master’s in Chamber Music
Performance from McGill, and a MA in Music Criticism
from McMaster. She was principal flutist of Symphony
Hamilton for 5 years, and has appeared with the
symphony orchestras of Niagara, Windsor and Thunder
Bay.
Nancy has been a flute instructor at the Great
Lakes Flute Centre, Hillfield-Strathallan College, Brock
University and Lakehead University. She has acted as
woodwind adjudicator for music festivals in Kingston,
Thunder Bay and Sault Ste. Marie. She is now based in
Brandon where she teaches flute in Brandon
University’s School of Music, when she isn’t hurrying to
keep up with her sons Sean and Marc.
FULL BIO

Robin MacMillan - Oboe
Robin MacMillan has had a unique dual career as an oboist
and collaborative pianist, in both Europe and Canada. She
currently plays 2nd oboe and English Horn with the Winnipeg
Symphony, and is a member of the Manitoba Chamber
Orchestra. Since joining the WSO in 2006 she has been a soloist
in Copland’s “Quiet City”, and Sibelius’ “The Swan of Tuonela”,
as well as with Musik Barock. She has also played with the
Rochester Philharmonic, the National Ballet of Canada, the
Windsor Symphony, and numerous Viennese orchestras.
FULL BIO

Dr. Catherine Wood – Clarinet
Clarinettist
Catherine
Wood
has
established herself internationally as a
performer, educator, and advocate of Canadian
music. In addition to regular performances
throughout Canada and the United States,
Catherine has performed in France, Italy,
Taiwan, China, Belgium, and Iceland. She has
been featured as a guest artist at many festivals
including the International Clarinet Association
ClarinetFests, the Blueridge International
Chamber Music Festival, the Montana/Idaho
Clarinet Festival, the MusCan Conference, the
University of Oklahoma Clarinet Symposium,
and the Núna Iceland Canada Art Convergence.
FULL BIO

Ken Gold - Saxophone
Ken Gold has been a mainstay on Manitoba stages and in
classrooms for over 35 years. He has been a regular member
of notable musical groups such as the Winnipeg Jazz
Orchestra, the Ron Paley Band, Papa Mambo, the Ron
Halldorson & Ken Gold Duo, and the Danny Kramer Event
Band. He has played many pops concerts with the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra and has contributed to recordings by
some of the province’s top musicians. Raised in Montreal,
Gold studied classical saxophone at Jeunesse Musicales du
Canada and harmony at CEGEP Dawson. While actively
gigging on the Montreal scene, he went on to study at
Concordia University before completing an education
certificate at McGill University. Gold taught in music
programs at several high schools in Manitoba and was a
sessional instructor at the University of Manitoba. While
teaching he has continued to learn his craft, including at the
Banff School of Fine Arts and receiving tutelage from
Grammy-nominated saxophonist David Liebman in
Stroudsburg, Penn.

Dr. Edward Bach – Trumpet
The versatile career of Edward Bach includes numerous
engagements as soloist, chamber musician, conductor, educator,
adjudicator, and arranger. Concert engagements have included
performances at Tchaikovski Hall, City Hall of Hong Kong, the
Kennedy Center, The Forbidden City Concert Hall, Centennial
Concert Hall at Peking University, the XV Festival Internacional de
Gaia in Porto Portugal, the 21st Biennial World Conference at The
International Society for Music Education in Tampa, Florida and
two separate recital tours in Scotland. Tours outside of North
America have included engagements in England, Scotland,
Australia, Russia, Latvia, Ukraine, Hungary, Singapore, India,
China, Hong Kong and Portugal. He has performed hundreds of
concerts both as a soloist and as a member of Touch of
Brass based in Vancouver and as leader and arranger for Market
Street Brass based in Greensboro, North Carolina. He has toured
much of Canada and has appeared in the states of New York,
California, Texas, Oregon, North and South Carolina, Washington,
Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, Florida, Georgia, Alabama,
Louisiana, Colorado, Tennessee, Iowa, Pennsylvania, Minnesota,
North Dakota, Kansas, Missouri, Montana and the District of
Columbia.
FULL BIO

Caroline Siverson – Horn
Caroline Oberheu (“Callie” to her friends)
has been playing third horn with the WSO since
2004. She has also performed with Canzona, the
MusikBarock ensemble, and the Manitoba
Chamber Orchestra. Callie was born and raised in
Gilroy, California. After several years of piano
lessons, she decided to take up the horn because
she was inspired by her parents, two amateur
musicians who met while playing horn together in
the 1960s. Prior to joining the WSO, Callie
attended the University of Southern California in
Los Angeles and Rice University in Houston, Texas.
Her primary teachers included Los Angeles film
studio legend Vincent DeRosa, Richard Todd and
William VerMeulen. When she’s not playing horn,
Callie keeps busy as a football mom and special
needs advocate.

Dr. Aaron Wilson – Low Brass
Having spent the early parts of his career in the
Pacific Northwest and the Southern United States, Dr.
Aaron Wilson was honored to join the Brandon
University School of Music in 2014. Wilson is an active
performer in Canada and the United States. He has
appeared with several professional ensembles
including the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the
Regina Symphony Orchestra, the Brandon Chamber
Players, and the Market Street Brass.
Since coming to Brandon, Wilson has become increasingly involved in
performance art and electroacoustic music. In 2018, he began collaborating
with Indigenous performance artist, Peter Morin. Their works confront the
issues of colonialism from a sonic perspective with the intent of creating new
means of reciprocal and inclusive collaboration.
FULL BIO
Click for video - WIND STUDIES AT BU

Brendan Thompson – Percussion
Percussionist Brendan Thompson is a highly active
performer throughout Manitoba. He performs regularly with
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, including his role as the
Acting Principal Timpanist for the 2014/15 season. In addition,
Brendan has performed with Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet,
Manitoba Opera, Manitoba Chamber Orchestra and the
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra.
An enthusiast of musical theatre, Brendan has been the
pit drummer/percussionist for over 30 musical theatre
productions with companies such as Rainbow Stage, Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre, Winnipeg Studio Theatre, and Dry
Cold Productions. He also serves as the current Musician-inResidence at Charleswood United Church. An avid sports fan,
Brendan combines his passion for music and sports in his role
as Music Director of the Winnipeg Blue Bomber Drumline.
FULL BIO

Sarah Hall – Soprano
Soprano Sarah Hall holds Master’s Degrees in Vocal Pedagogy and Musicology from
the New England Conservatory of Music (Boston), and a Bachelor’s Degree in Voice
Performance from West Chester University of Pennsylvania.
As a soloist and chamber musician, Sarah appears regularly with Polycoro, one of
Canada’s premier chamber choirs, Canzona (Winnipeg’s premier Baroque choral ensemble),
and locally, with the Brandon Chamber Players. She has also sung internationally, most
notably at Il Festival dei Due Mondi (Spoleto, Italy), and with Boston Cecelia, The Cantata
Singers and Ensemble (Boston), and The Bridge Ensemble (Philadelphia). She has sung under
the batons of such distinguished conductors as Tamara Brooks, Paolo Carignani, Henry
Engbrecht, Janet Galvàn, John Harbison, David Hoose, Stephen Mercurio, Donald Nally, Alice
Parker, Daniel Pinkham, Donald Teeters, and Constantina Tsolainou, to name a few. Recent
solo appearances include Messiah with Canzona and the Winnipeg Symphony, Oleska
Lozowchuk’s Waters of Rest with Polycoro at the Winnipeg New Music Festival, and the
world premiere of Ken Nichols’ Letters from Home at the Clear Lake Chamber Music Festival.

An Assistant Professor of Music at Brandon University, Sarah teaches voice, diction,
vocal chamber music, and vocal pedagogy. Sarah is also an avid yogini! Her study and
practice of Classical Yoga, Ashtanga Yoga and Hatha Yoga informs her work in the studio,
where she strives to help students align breath, body, and mind for authenticity and wellness
in performance.

Click for Video - VOCAL STUDIES AT BU

Sharon Rogers – Soprano
Sharon Rogers holds Bachelor of Music
and Master of Music degrees in piano
performance from Brandon University, as well
as an ARCT in voice performance. She teaches
voice and piano lessons for the EckhardtGramatté Conservatory, and serves as a
sessional voice instructor for Brandon
University.

Joyce Burba – Office Assistant
Joyce Burba, School of Music, Office
Assistant has been with the School of Music for
many years and has many fond memories. She
is the one you will see first when you enter the
School of Music office! She enjoys interacting
with students, faculty, and the general public
and will continue to do so in the future.

Terry McMaster – Office Assistant

Terry Lynn McMaster joined the School of Music in
2007, having previously worked in the Admissions Office
for many years. Terry assists both Bobbi and Joyce in the
daily office routines that include a variety of processes
and office procedures. In terms of her availability to
students, if you require any instrument rentals, she’s the
one to contact!

Bobbi White – Administrative Assistant
Bobbi White is the Administrative
Assistant at the School of Music. Bobbi
grew up in the Westman area and
graduated
from
the
Business
Administration program at Assiniboine
Community College. Bobbi has held a
variety of administrative positions for
many years and joined the School of
Music in 2019 where she enjoys
helping the faculty and students to
achieve their goals.

Aren Teerhuis – Outreach Coordinator
Aren Teerhuis grew up in Oakbank, Manitoba and attended
Brandon University where he studied jazz saxophone with Greg Gatien.
After earning his Bachelor of Music in Jazz Performance, Aren returned
to Brandon University to do a Master’s Degree, working and studying
with saxophonist Wayne De Silva and pianist Michael Cain. He
graduated again in 2017 with a Master of Music in Performance and
Literature (Jazz and Composition).
Aren continues to live in Brandon and work in many roles, both
musically and as an arts administrator. He performs frequently in the
Westman area as well as Winnipeg, leading the Aren Teerhuis Group
and playing in other local ensembles. In 2016, Aren joined Michael
Cain’s SOLA, and in 2017 did two US tours and recorded an album with
the group. He can be heard on Michael Cain’s 2018 album Hoo Doo.
Aren is an active and in-demand woodwind and jazz clinician, and
maintains a private studio of saxophone students. Aren is currently a
sessional instructor and the Outreach Coordinator at Brandon
University’s School of Music.

