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pants. 

In advance of the August announcement, Dr. Bill 

Reimer, Project Director, Dr. Bill Ashton, RDI Direc-

tor, and a number of other project partners, undertook a 

number of essential house-keeping measures to bring 

the project on-line. First and foremost was establishing 

the Rural Policy Learning Commons Steering Commit-

tee whose key tasks include providing strategic direc-

tion for the project, complying with SSHRC accounta-

bility requirements, ensuring delivery of project com-

mitment, attracting new project partners, and others. 

Once in place, the RPLC was also able move ahead 

with hiring the Project Coordinator and the first of three 

Liaison Officers.  

Already the project has launched the project’s four 

Research Theme Teams (R-Teams), namely: 

 Human Capital and Migration 

 Natural Resource Development 

 Governance 

 Infrastructure and Service   

Also in place are the seven Knowledge Mobilization 

Activity Teams (KMATs) that include: 

 Research and Exchanges 

 Institutes 

 Policy Fora 

 Distance Learning Activities 

 Publications 

 Digital Information Hub 

 Social Media 

Robert C. Annis   Rural Development Institute 

Kenneth Beesley Brandon University 

Kenneth Bessant  Brandon University 

Ray Bollman  Rural Development Institute 

Jill Bucklaschuk  Rural Development Institute 

Tom Carter   University of Winnipeg  

David Douglas   University of Guelph 

Barbara Gfellner  Brandon University 

Ryan Gibson  St. Mary’s University 

Terence McGonigle Brandon University 

George Penfold  Community Planning and  

   Development Consultant 

Fran Racher  Brandon University 

Doug Ramsey  Brandon University 

Meir Serfaty  Brandon University 

Ray Silvius  University of Winnipeg 

Balfour Spence  Brandon University 

RDI continues to take an active role in marketing the 

Journal of Rural and Community Development (JRCD) 

published by RDI and edited by Dr. Doug Ramsey, Chair 

of BU’s Department of Rural Development. 

The JRCD is pleased to announce that Community 

Impacts from Large Oil and Natural Gas Ventures in 

Rural and Remote Areas Volune 9, Issue 1 has been 

released. This issue includes 8 articles that touch on 

issues arising due to oil extraction in Canada, Russia, 

Greenland, Norway and Australia. 

 The journal is pleased to announce the release of 

Volume 9, Issue 2. This general issue including 9 arti-

cles and 4 case studies is dedicated to Cheryl Williams 

who passed away suddenly in 2010. She was in the first 

semester of her PhD program in Nursing at the Univer-

sity of Saskatchewan at the time of her death. 

The next issue (9(3)) is expected to be released early 

in the winter. 

For more information visit: www.jrcd.ca  

Knowledge Dissemination Profile 

RDI has been very active in communicating with its 

research partners and community stakeholders over the 

last six months. These activities include providing pro-

ject fact sheets, publishing project research reports, 

establishing project websites, and hosting webinars. In 

partnership with other centres and researchers, we also 

redistribute their research information. 

 RDI’s reach has expanded to include: 

 Chairing a panel at CRRF Annual Conference in 

Prince George, B.C. in September 

 Presenting at the Municipal Governance Symposi-

um in Grande Prairie, Alberta in September  

 Linking with 23 Research Centre Hubs in Canada 

and U.S.A. 

 Hosting 5 Webinars on topics such as Immigrant 

settlement, Social Enterprise, Rural Policy, and 

Rural Community Change 

 Expanding email and contact lists—1500 within 

Canada and 500 plus internationally 

 Applying social media tools—Facebook, Twitter, 

LinkedIn 

 

Sign up for RDI Rural Research Updates at:  

http://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/sign-up/  

Upcoming Activities at RDI 

International Comparative  

Rural Policy Studies Summer Institute 

University College Dublin, Ireland 

June 2015 

 

Future RDI Webinars: 

 Ray Bollman — Manitoba’s Rural Demo-

graphic Structure and Trends: An Update.  

November 4, 2014 

 Tim McAllister & James Breen — Green-

house Gas Emissions.  

November 12, 2014 

 Ray Bollman — Manitoba’s Rural Eco-

nomic Structure and Trends: An Update.  

December 10, 2014 

 Bill Ashton — Manitoba and Amalgamated 

Rural Regions.  

December 16, 2014  

 Bill Reimer — The Quebec Pact.  

January 12, 2015 

RDI Research Affiliates 

Together both Teams will be very active in framing a 

new policy agenda for rural and northern communities. 

A key deliverable this summer was supporting the 

International Comparative Rural Policy Studies  Sum-

mer Institute hosted by the Universidad Autónoma del 

Estado de Mexico and the Canadian Rural Revitaliza-

tion Foundation (CRRF) National Conference New 

Realities, New Relationships held in Prince George, 

B.C.. 

For more information about this project, check the 

website at http://rplc-capr.ca, or contact: 

Dr. Bill Reimer, Project Director 
Adjunct Professor, Department of 
Rural Development, 
Brandon University 
Email. Bill.Reimer@concordia.ca 

 

Dr. Bill Ashton, Director 
Rural Development Institute, 
Brandon University 
Tel. 204-571-8513 
Email. Ashtonw@Brandonu.ca 

 

Journal of Rural and Community 
Development 

RPLC cont. 

Support for this project is provided by  

The RPLC Partners  - international in scale 

http://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/sign-up/
http://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/sign-up/
http://rplc-capr.ca
mailto:Bill.Reimer@concordia.ca
mailto:Ashtonw@Brandonu.ca


I t is hard to imagine 

that those involved in 

the discussions leading 

to the November 1989 

agreement to establish 

the Rural Development Institute (RDI) would have 

anticipated how well it has achieved its potential. 

Yet through 25 years and countless projects, RDI 

has been able to establish and solidify a regional, 

national and international reputation in applied re-

search. Working with collaborators and networks of 

community stakeholders and organizations, govern-

ment agencies, and academics, it has helped set an 

informed agenda on a range of issues impacting 

rural and northern communities.  

To mark and celebrate RDI’s 25th anniversary, 

November 6th has been set aside to host Rural 

Works: A Rural Policy Think Tank. The day’s 

events are anchored by a Keynote Address from the 

Hon. Ron Kostyshyn,   
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Rural Development Institute 

Applied Research...Community-Based Solutions 

About RDI 

RDI Team 

Wm. (Bill) Ashton 

Yakub Adediran 

Greg Bartlett 

Helen Galatsanou 

Wayne Kelly 

Gary McNeely 

Immaculate Nabisere 

Gillian Richards 

Eileen Silvius 

Xanthe Zarry 

W ith partners in communities, agencies, and 

among academics and students, RDI contin-

ues to initiate new outreach activities, research, and 

learning options, and contributes to addressing rural 

development issues and responding to opportunities. 

The Institute builds on a strong history of collabora-

tive activities while enhancing resource capabilities 

and programming. As a leading source of infor-

mation on rural areas, RDI continues to deliver new 

knowledge of rural issues and helps create opportu-

nities for vibrant rural communities and regions.  
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Our Partners 
Past and present RDI research and project partners 

include: The Rural and Co-operatives Secretariat; 

Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Develop-

ment; Manitoba Immigration and Multiculturalism 
and other government, university, community and 

corporate partners who support applied rural re-

search.  

Contact Us 
Rural Development Institute 

Brandon University 

270-18th Street 

McMaster Hall, Lower Level 
Brandon, MB  R7A 6A9 

Ph: 204-571-8515  

Email: rdi@brandonu.ca 

www2.brandonu.ca/rdi/ 

Our Future: Our Vision...  

R ural Policy Learning Commons 

Brandon University has received word that it 

was successful in its 7-year, $2.5 M. SSHRC Part-

nership grant. The public launch of this achieve-

ment was made August 2th when the Hon. Ed Hold-

er, Minister of State (Science and Technology) trav-

eled to Brandon to make the announcement. A com-

mon thread among those who spoke at the event 

was the singular importance of building relation-

ships and networks among those involved in devel-

The process reflects RDI’s mandates and a commu-

nity-based approach of reaching out to key stake-

holders in MB and elsewhere in Canada. This work 

gains further credibility by contracting Dr. Carter, a 

recognized scholar at the University of Winnipeg 

and former director of the Urban Studies Institute 

(the ‘urban’ version of RDI). The final product will 

point to key research directions for RDI over the 

next 3-5 years.  

oping and implementing rural policy for the bet-

terment of rural and northern communities. 

With some 30 partners from across Canada, 

the United States, Mexico, and Europe, including 

academic institutions, government agen-

cies, and other rural-focused community 

organizations that have agreed to provide 

over $2.7M in cash and in-kind support, 

this project is truly international in scope. 

Brandon University remains well placed 

as a key driver of this endeavor with the 

Rural Development Institute serving as 

project host, helping to co-ordinate the 

rural policy research as well as 

knowledge dissemination activities in 

concert with its network of institutional 

and individual partici- See RPLC,  p. 2 

See RDI Anniversary, p. 2 

Strategic Research Direction 

At the announcement: Shari Decter Hurst, Brandon mayor; Dr Gervan Fearon, Brandon Uni-

versity President; Larry McGuire, M.P. Brandon-Souris;  Dr. Bill Reimer, Project Director; 

Hon. Ed Holder, Minister. of State; Dr. Bill Ashton, RDI Director. 
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The serious implications and opportunities arising 

through RDI’s analysis of Manitoba’s Food and Bever-

age Processing Industry were the highlight topics of a 

number of project presentations conducted over the 

summer. Under the title “Manitoba’s Food Processing 

Sector: Two Paths to 2020”, two talks were given in 

Winnipeg, the first on June 11th to industry representa-

tives at the Richardson Centre for Functional Foods and 

Nutraceuticals, and then again on June 24th to the Board 

of Directors of the Manitoba Food Processors’ Associa-

tion. On August 14th, a shorter version was presented at 

the Brandon Research Centre to members attending the 

Small Scale Food Production, Processing, and Direct 

Sales Meeting.  

All three occasions generated hard questions and 

significant discussion around moving the sector for-

ward. The Brandon event prompted Lorraine Stevenson 

in attendance from The Manitoba Co-operator to pen 

an article discussing the project’s results – see http://

www.manitobacooperator.ca/2014/08/28/report-sounds

-alarm-for-food-processing-in-manitoba/ 

A subsequent editorial from Laura Rance appeared 

Sept 8th – see http://www.manitobacooperator.ca/2014/ 

09/08/editorial-a-growth-strategy/ 

Both articles reveal just how important this industry 

is for Manitoba, and its rural agricultural communities, 

and why serious debate is needed by all 

involved stakeholders. 

On this issue of expanding Manitoba’s agricultural  

and industrial base, RDI was funded by the Manitoba 

government to expand its research in food processing to 

address the particular issues, challenges, and growth 

opportunities through innovation facing the bulk food 

processing industry in Manitoba. 

Given the diversity of those involved in this industry 

across the province, for this project, bulk processes are 

identified as companies that sell to manufacturer, bulk 

wholesalers, distributors, and businesses. Case studies 

of three Manitoba bulk food processors will be con-

ducted to examine the barriers to and opportunities for 

growth and innovation in this industry. Given the com-

plexity of factors affecting particular businesses in this 

industry, this research will examine 

the entire supply chain from farm-

ers’ field to food processing and 

then consumers. 

For more information on this pro-

ject, contact: 

Dr. Gillian Richards, Project Lead, 

RDI 

Email.  richardsgi@brandonu.ca 

Tel. 204-571-8554 

RDI’s contingent at the 2014 ICRPS Institute hosted 

by the Universidad Autónoma del Estado de Mexico 

included Bill Ashton, RDI Director, Raymond Thom-

son, RDI Researcher, and Subinuer Aizimujiang, MRD 

student.  

Take-home lessons from 2014: 

Social innovation is an emerging idea used to define 

co-operation among individuals in a community or re-

gion. This type of policy response empowers the citi-

zens of rural communities to be social innovators, who 

are better able to mobilize their community’s assets. 

Learning from stakeholders confirms that govern-

ments need to be connected to the producers and the 

communities in which they live. Having farmers, work-

ers and associations involved in this process helps build 

stronger policy over the long-term.  

Rural issues are interconnected and complex. This 

year’s case studies highlighted that the economy, envi-

ronment and social challenges are often times inter-

twined which requires a coordinated approach to devel-

op sustainable rural policies with better outcomes. 

Community cohesion binds the rural together. This 

year’s field trips helped participants appreciate the con-

cept of “Ejidos”, meaning the sharing the benefits 

gained from the common lands in rural areas among the 

community members. While “Ejidos is uniquely Mexi-

can , rural Manitobans share a similar sense of commit-

ment through their collective efforts to sustain and pro-

mote their communities. 

Respecting ICRPS’s commitment to shared learning, 

Bill Ashton offered two presentations: “Innovation 

strategies for rural Manitoba”, and “Developing crown 

forest policy: a public and private affair.” 

To move the project’s activities forward in Manitoba, 

the RDI research team has already given a presentation 

on the “Local Immigrant Partnership (LIP)” model to 

staff of the Westman Immigration Service and other 

community stakeholder. 

Funding was provided by Citizen and Immigration 

Canada. 

For more information on this project, contact: 

Helen Galatsanou, Project Lead, RDI 

Email. galatsanouh@brandonu.ca 

Tel. 204-571-8552  

Certificate in Social Media  

Manitoba’s Bulk Food Industry 

RDI continued to offer its Social Media Engagement 

Certificate with instructors from the Centre of Excel-

lence for Public Sector Marketing, Digital Relay, and 

Brandon University. The Certificate is specifically de-

veloped for public sector organizations, non-profits, 

NGOs, and associations to enable them to develop, use 

and adapt social media, so they can communicate and 

maintain their stakeholder and client relations. 

On May 6th at BU, RDI delivered the cap-stone Mod-

ule 9 that featured  presentations of the various social 

media projects completed by the program’s partici-

pants. These projects entail developing, in consultation 

with the program peers and the certificates instructor, 

practicable social media plans for their respective or-

ganizations. Certificates were awarded to those who 

completed their project and a presentation. 

Digital Skills for Rural Youth Retention 

The first three phases of this collaborative project 

were completed over the summer. The first concluded  

with the review of a number of potential communities 

to be  involved in the development of an online-app. 

designed to align their digital skills with local business 

needs. Two towns were selected—Gimli and Roblin—

because both have a trend in youth out-migrations and 

represent distinct regions in Manitoba.  Information 

sessions were held in both towns to outline the project 

and invite prospective businesses and  youths to partici-

pate in the third prototype phase. At least 3 youths and 

businesses participated in this series of interactive ses-

sions. Their involvement has enabled  the research 

members from Wilfred Lauier University to begin to 

develop the app. software. Once the software is devel-

oping, the final research phase of trying out the applica-

tion and providing feedback will commence. 

Questions about this project can be directed to the 

project’s Principal Investigator: 

Dr. Bowen Hui, University of British Columbia 

Email: bowen.hui@ubc.ca 

This project is a collaboration between the University 

of British Columbia, Wilfred Lauier University and 

RDI, with funding provided by  the Social Science and 

Humanities Research Council of Canada. 

CIC cont. 

Shelterbelts & Agricultural Greenhouse Gases 

The Agricultural Greenhouse Gases Project is work-

ing through the fourth year of its research program, 

involving beef producers, government agencies, and 

conservation districts in discussions around shelterbelt 

usage and its promotions in order to reduce agricultural 

emissions and increase production efficiencies. 

The success of last year’s investigations into develop-

ing and assessing how social marketing tools could be 

used to promote shelterbelts lead the RDI research team 

with the project partners to devise and conduct an 

online survey. The survey captured data on shelterbelt 

usage, attitudes towards shelterbelts, barriers and incen-

tives impacting shelterbelt usages, and preferred com-

munication methods to receive information and pro-

grams pertaining to shelterbelts. 

Through the summer months, over 250 responded to 

the online survey, including Manitoba beef producers, 

other agricultural producers of grain and oil seeds, and 

a variety of producer organizations or associations. The 

analysis of the survey results is currently underway. 

The RDI team has met with the project partners 

through August to discuss options around developing a 

sustainability plan focused on continuing the promotion 

and use of shelterbelts. In these discussions, the team is 

working closely with ChangeMakers, the Manitoba 

firm involved in the project’s social marketing tools, to 

develop a communications strategy around shelterbelts. 

In the lead up to drafting the project’s reports, Dr. 

Gillian Richards, Project Lead, is scheduled to present a 

webinar November 12 to review the project’s activities 

and present a précis of the key findings. 

Those interested in shelterbelt usage and their bene-

fits are encouraged to visit the project website: http://

prairieshelterbelts.ca/ 

For more information on this project, contact: 

Dr. Gillian Richards, Project Lead, RDI 

Email. richardsg@brandonu.ca 

Tel. 204-5721-8554  

 

This project is implemented by the Upper Assini-

boine River Conservation District (as project propo-

nent) in collaboration with Manitoba Agriculture, Food 

and Rural Development, Manitoba Agro Woodlot Pro-

gram,  Manitoba Cattle Producers Association, Manito-

ba Forage Council, and Rural Development Institute.  

International Comparative Rural Policy 
Studies Summer Institute in Mexico 

The 2015 ICRPS Summer Institute will be hosted by 

the  University College Dublin, Ireland. 

For more information, check: 

 http://icrps.org/index.php 

http://www.manitobacooperator.ca/2014/08/28/report-sounds-alarm-for-food-processing-in-manitoba/
http://www.manitobacooperator.ca/2014/08/28/report-sounds-alarm-for-food-processing-in-manitoba/
http://www.manitobacooperator.ca/2014/08/28/report-sounds-alarm-for-food-processing-in-manitoba/
http://www.manitobacooperator.ca/2014/09/08/editorial-a-growth-strategy/
http://www.manitobacooperator.ca/2014/09/08/editorial-a-growth-strategy/
mailto:richardsgi@brandonu.ca
mailto:galatsanouh@brandonu.ca
mailto:bowen.hui@ubc.ca
http://prairieshelterbelts.ca/
http://prairieshelterbelts.ca/
mailto:richardsg@brandonu.ca
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Through the summer of 2014 RDI completed its pro-

ject Integrated Community Adjustment. This project 

focused how government agencies and provincial or-

ganizations can provide more effective and relevant 

programs to help rural communities adjust to the chal-

lenges of rapid growth. 

Insights gained from this study prompted MAFRD 

and Manitoba Immigration and Multiculturalism to re-

engage RDI in a follow-up study to investigate the cir-

cumstances of rural communities that are declining in 

population.  

This project, Adjustment Strategies for Declining 

Communities, focuses on identifying key factors that 

can help change the direction of declining populations 

in rural communities and support them towards growth.  

To accomplish this goal, the project has set a number 

of key objectives: 

 Review Statistics Canada Community Profile data to 

categorize declining and recently growing rural com-

munities and select 2-3 communities in each group in 

order to conduct high-level profiles of each, 

 Conduct a review of growth strategy literature, manu-

als, and websites for small communities to help iden-

tify key elements, contexts, and implementation crite-

ria of these strategies, 

 Conduct a series of case studies of the selected de-

clining and recently growing rural communities and 

align a number of strategies to support these two 

groups of communities, and 

 Present the research findings and recommendations. 

Funding to conduct this project was made available 

by MAFRD and Manitoba Immigration and Multicul-

turalism. 

For more information on this project, contact:  

Xanthe Zarry, Project Lead, RDI 

Email.  zarryx@brandonu.ca   

Tel. 204-571-8518 

Adjustment Strategies for Communities 

Mary’s University. The afternoon features a presenta-

tion on rural wealth creations by Dr. Tom Johnson, 

University of Missouri, along with facilitated discus-

sion about issues facing rural communities. 

This event has also been made possible with the sup-

port of the Honorable Ron Kostyshyn, Minister of 

Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Development. 

For more information about this event, contact: 

Lonnie Patterson 

Event Organizer, RDI 

Email. pattersonl@brandonu.ca 

Tel. 205-571-8551 

Minister of Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural   

Development, as well as a presentation 

“Celebrating Partnerships” offered by RDI Director, 

Bill Ashton, to share highlights and experiences of the 

many partnerships that RDI has been involved in over 

these past 25 years.  

In keeping with its original mandate of engaging key 

stakeholders, Rural Works also serves a second critical 

purpose. It is to host senior government officials, policy 

analysts, community organizations, invested citizens, 

and academics to participate in discussions around key 

challenges and provocative questions and responses 

concerning the role of rural development in Manitoba. 

The morning offers a set of information sessions with 

presentations coming from Dr. Lars Hallstrom, Univer-

sity of Alberta, Dr. Ray Bollman, RDI Research Affili-

ate, and Dr. Ryan Gibson, MRD alumni now at St. 

Manitoba Fact Sheets 

In response to the growing need for more evidence-

based  decision-making on policy issues and concrete 

practical factors impacting rural and northern commu-

nities, RDI was most fortunate to have Dr. Ray Boll-

man develop a series of 11 Fact Sheets that present a 

very detailed picture of the demographic landscape of 

Manitoba. In this endeavor, Dr. Bollman was  able to 

draw on his years of experience at Statistics Canada to 

complete this project. 

These statistical overviews cover a range of insight-

ful topics, including:  

 Rural Population Size and Change 

 Components of Population Change 

 Patterns of Job Growth and Declines 

 Aboriginal Population 

 Immigrants Arrivals 

 Working Age Population 

 Agricultural Price Change 

 GDP in Agriculture and Food Processing 

 GDP by Sector in Non-Metro 

 Intentions to Build in Non-Metro 

 Non-Metro Employment Patterns 

 

For more information on this project, contact: 

Dr. Ray Bollman 

Research Affiliate 

Rural Development Institute 

Email.  rayd.bollman@sasktel.net  

 

To coincide with RDI’s 25th  year anniversary, the 

entire series of Fact Sheets is available for download at: 

http;//www.brandonu.ca/rdi/25th 

 

Funding for this project was made available by the  

MAFRD. 

 

 

 

The optimization of delivery of settlement services is 

essential for new immigrants to feel at home in Cana-

da. This outcome can be realized by individuals and 

families through their hard work and determination. 

This picture is not all rosy, however, as any number of 

variables can impact negatively on this process. Given 

this reality and the success of its previous immigration 

projects, RDI was invited by Citizen and Immigration 

Canada (CIC) to participate in a project focused on 

inventorying immigration settlement services across 

CIC’s Western Region.  

The scale of this project necessitated a team ap-

proach with five Co-Principal Investigators planning 

and executing the research activities – one for each of 

the four western provinces and a fifth for the three ter-

ritories. To maximize the breadth of data collection 

across this region, about 30 communities will be select-

ed based on the proportion of immigrant landings in 

smaller urban centres and rural communities across the 

represented provinces and territories. Research activi-

ties will be undertaken with the assistance of knowl-

edgeable members of service provider organizations in 

RDI’s Anniversary cont. Citizen & Immigration Canada—Community Consultations 

the selected communities, including those that are fund-

ed through CIC or those providing key roles in the set-

tlement of newcomers. Community feedback will help 

validate the findings in each community. 

Project Objectives: 

 Inventory the extent to which settlement services exist 

in selected communities across Western Canada, 

 Determine the strengths and gaps in settlement ser-

vices in the selected communities, and 

 Examine the “Local Immigrant Partnership (LIP)” 

model, used  successfully in Ontario, as one option to 

enhance settlement services outcomes for newcomers 

in Western Canada. 

With an expected completion date of March 2015, 

this project will deliver three types of reports: 

 A summary of the settlement services, gaps and op-

portunities in each selected community, 

 A summary of the selected community in each prov-

ince and the Territories, and 

 A Final Project Report on the settlement services, gaps 

and opportunities in the Western Region. 

See CIC, p. 5 
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