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ABSTRACT

Rural communities are challenged to bring together sustainable funding for conservation and watershed protection.
These efforts have been perceived as ‘environmental’ work, and not necessarily linked to community basic needs. The
first part of this webinar explores linking watershed protection to basic policy values of quality of life, infrastructure,
and basic needs to change the way that watersheds are treated in funding. The second part of this webinar will focus
on the Columbia Valley Local Conservation Fund, a tax-based fund for conservation that was the first of its kind in
Canada, including why and how it was established and what accomplishments have been to date.

SPEAKERS

=~ Juliet Craig is the Program Manager, Kootenay Conservation Program. She has an M.Sc. in
ethnobotany and is a Registered Professional Biologist and Professional Agrologist. She works out

| Dr. Tara Lynne Clapp is the Senior Manager, Columbia Basin Watershed Network (CBWN) and
Adjunct Professor, Great Plains IDEA Program, lowa State University. She has PhD in Planning and
Environment from the University of Southern California, and a Masters in Environmental Design from

the University of Calgary. Through research, teaching and practice, she works with others towards
collaborative and regional approaches to improving watershed decision-making.
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