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ABSTRACT

Despite the growing attention from the academic world, civil society and policy makers, the debate on food waste is still affected by
a lack of a consensus over its definition, scope boundaries and drivers that lead to its generation and by the lack of common quanti-
fication and reporting methods along the food supply chain. Moreover, as policies and policy proposals are emerging, there is a
greater need to establish criteria to be used for the evaluation of their impact and effectiveness. Although efforts are made on Eu-
ropean and Member State (MS) level to develop dedicated food waste policy, they could benefit from a sound knowledge base and
an integrated, comprehensive approach. What actions could be undertaken to improve and coordinate the policy effort to address
food waste? The findings of the EU funded FUSIONS project (http://www.eu-fusions.org/) suggest a number of key recommenda-
tions concerning policies, practices and effective approaches towards food waste prevention and reduction in the EU-28, on EC and
MS level. These recommendations can support the development and implementation of a common European food waste policy
framework on food waste prevention in the rural context.

PRESENTERS

Matteo Vittuari, had his PhD in International Cooperation and Sustainable Development Policies at the Univer-
sity of Bologna, was post-doctoral fellow at the Centre for International Development at the Harvard Universi-
ty and carried out post-doctoral research in several other universities and research centres in Europe and USA.
He is senior researcher and lecturer in agricultural and food policy and agricultural policy evaluation at the
Department of Agricultural and Food Sciences at the University of Bologna. His research interests include food
policy with particular attention in food waste and losses, economic and social aspects of agro-food and bioen-
ergy systems, rural development policy. He worked as international consultant for the evaluation of EU and
FAO funded projects in Europe and Central Asia. He is a Steering Committee member and lead of the Publica-
tion Team of the “Rural Policy Learning Commons (RPLC).

Paolo Azzurro is an environmental engineer and post-doctoral researcher at the University of Bologna, Italy
with substantial experience in international and European policies and strategies on resources efficiency and
sustainable production and consumption models. He has worked as an independent expert evaluator for EU
Projects under the LIFE + Environment Policy and Governance strand. His research activity currently mainly
focuses on food waste prevention within the context of waste management systems. Within the framework of
' the EU project FUSIONS (Food Use for Social Innovation by Optimising Waste Prevention Strategies) he collabo-
rated to the “Review of EU legislation and policies with implications on food waste”.

RSVP Contact: Orthist Adu Gyamfi
. 204-441-0915 or AduGyamfiO@brandonu.ca

DEVELOPMENT
INSTITUTE

BRANDON
UNIVERSITY



http://www.eu-fusions.org/
mailto:AduGyamfiO@brandonu.ca

