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Rural Development Institute, Brandon University
Brandon University established the Rural Development Institute in 1989 as an academic
research centre and a leading source of information on issues affecting rural communities in
Western Canada and elsewhere.
RDI functions as a not-for-profit research and development organization designed to promote,
facilitate, coordinate, initiate and conduct multi-disciplinary academic and applied research
on rural issues. The Institute provides an interface between academic research efforts and the
community by acting as a conduit of rural research information and by facilitating community
involvement in rural development. RDI projects are characterized by cooperative and
collaborative efforts of multi-stakeholders.
The Institute has diverse research affiliations, and multiple community and government
linkages related to its rural development mandate. RDI disseminates information to a variety
of constituents and stakeholders and makes research information and results widely available
to the public either in printed form or by means of public lectures, seminars, workshops and
conferences.
For more information, please visit www.brandonu.ca/rdi.
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Message from Brandon University
Heather Duncan, Ph.D.

Acting Vice-President (Academic and Provost)
Phone: (204) 727-7455
Email: duncanh@brandonu.ca

This 2014 Annual Report details the
important contributions achieved by the
Rural Development Institute (RDI) through
its numerous applied research projects as
well as knowledge dissemination and
community sponsored activities over the
year. Brandon University wishes to thank Dr.
Ashton for his leadership as RDI Director and
for his engagement with colleagues in the
university community and his collaborators
in the rural development field.
The projects described in this report
demonstrate RDI’s ongoing commitment to
promote the needs and interests of rural
and northern communities here in Manitoba
and elsewhere. RDI’s research expertise,
broad experience in project management,
and extensive networking with provincial,
national, and international organizations
illustrate its exceptional achievements in the
field of rural community development and
rural policy. RDI’s success in being awarded
the 7-year Social Science and Humanities
Research Council funded project, the
international in scope Rural Policy Learning
Commons is a case in point of how well RDI
has been able to capitalize on its networks
and research strength. We are especially
pleased that Brandon University will serve as
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project host, providing a ready venue for
faculty across campus as well as graduate
students to exchange, innovate, and
disseminate insights around challenging
rural policy issue with others across the
globe.
This report also marks a significant
milestone for RDI – its 25th year
Anniversary. The commitments made in
October 1989 by the Manitoba government,
by Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development and by Brandon University are
as significant even now. As such, this report
acknowledges the important financial and
in-kind support that Brandon University has
made to RDI over this year and the
continuing financial support from Manitoba
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development,
and the funding provided by the Federal and
Provincial governments, and other
organizations.
We are proud of Rural Development
Institute’s (RDI) research accomplishments
and collaborations with its many
partnerships with community stakeholders,
government representatives, and many
academic colleagues, and look forward to
many more years of such leadership and
dedication.
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Director’s Message
William (Bill) Ashton, Ph.D.

Director, Rural Development Institute, Brandon University
Phone: (204) 571-8513
Email: ashtonw@brandonu.ca

This 2014 Annual Report offers a glimpse
into RDI’s history, highlights its applied
research strength and experience across a
number areas including rural policy
development, immigration, community
resilience, Agri-food production and
innovation, showcases it partnerships in
learning and training opportunities for
faculty, students and rural stakeholders,
and details the extent of its knowledge
dissemination through its publications,
presentations and webinars.
This year marked a special occasion. RDI’s
25th year Anniversary was celebrated in
early November. Rural Works! A Rural
Policy Think Tank presented a real
opportunity to revisit its past and to marvel
at how far RDI has gone from its auspicious
beginning in October 1989 to solidifying a
more global reach both through the Rural
Policy Learning Commons or the authorship
and audience of the Journal of Rural and
Community Development. Rural Works!
brought together rural colleagues,
researcher, government officials and
community stakeholder to collaborate on
designing a new future of rural Manitoba.
This design was aided by the facts,
perspectives, and insights offered by the
day’s presenters who challenged

participants to be inspired by what rural
offers – innovations, actions and
opportunities for community prosperity.
Evidence of this rich possibility was
reported in RDI’s recently completed
project investigating innovation in
Manitoba’s bulk food processing industry,
revealing the world-class enterprises that
are established close to home but market
their products on the world stage. The
project’s three case studies confirmed that
innovation in this sector arises all along the
supply chain whether with the agroproducer, industrial processer or marketer,
and that innovation seldom happens in
isolation. Rather it requires partnerships
and networks and relies on government
research centres.
For a fourth year, RDI extends its
Shelterbelts project to reduce agricultural
greenhouse gas emissions. In collaboration
with the Upper Assiniboine River
Conservation District and other project
partners, this year’s activities focused on
developing a communication strategy. The
farm survey examined beef producers’
knowledge and adoption of shelterbelts;
the results show that beef producers are
“wired” to the internet and keen on
becoming more informed of the benefits of
shelterbelts.
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RDI directed a multi-partner project funded
by Citizen and Immigration Canada (CIC)
and Immigration Research West. This
research project explored immigration
settlement services and gaps in western
Canada. A total of 29 rural communities
across the four western provinces were
involved along with over 140 senior officials
of settlement service providers. The project
points to three strategic directions to
address settlement gaps and outlined
improvements, including core funding for
these SPOs.
A similar line of enquiry was undertaken in
the Adjustment Strategies for Declining
Communities with funding through MAFRD.
Six rural communities participated as case
studies with the goal to align tools and
strategies to support these communities
towards growth.
This year marked the start of the 7-year
Rural Policy Learning Commons funded
through Social Science and Humanities
Research Council and contributions from its
30 international partners from Canada, the
USA, Europe and Mexico. This project is
strengthening existing partnerships and
creating new ones for the purpose of
comparative rural policy analyses. It is also
sharing knowledge sharing (Policy Fora,
Webinars and Social Media tools) with
community leaders, rural policy
professionals, researchers and students.
As a result of the projects and activities,
RDI funding sources have included Brandon
University (18%) Mantioba Agriculture,
Food and Rural Development (13%) and
many other government and other sources
69%.
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2014-2015 Funding Sources

Brandon University

18%
13%
69%

MAFRD
Federal/Provincial
& Other Sources

A very appreciative thanks must go to the
Federal and Provincial government
agencies and other organizational funders
that provided financial support this year.
Their collective contributions were
invaluable.
RDI continued to demonstrate its capacity
to share knowledge and project findings.
Some 50 publications, presentations, and
webinars were completed or are
forthcoming from projects undertaken by
RDI and its research affiliates. RDI’s use of
its website platforms to post updates and
factsheets on its projects and to host
forums helped with exchanges among rural
researchers and practitioners.
RDI’s mandate was made easier by the
involvement of its twenty Research
Affiliates, researchers and student
assistants. RDI remained very supportive of
students’ learning and networking
opportunities, providing financial support
for participating at numerous conference
events. I also want to extend my sincere
thanks to Eileen Silvius who provided
administrative support, the dedication of
our researchers, and to Alida Grelowski for
her graphic design.
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Highlights of 2014-2015
AR

In this year, RDI completes 5 major research projects and sponsors 9 community
outreach projects. 97% of our funding sources are off campus.

KM

Knowledge mobilization enables RDI to share our research findings and gather important
perceptions. The Rural Policy Think Tank and 11 webinars are major activities.

T&L

Teaching and learning is central to RDI’s mandate, as is student and faculty engagement,
be they in Manitoba, across Canada, or elsewhere.

T&L 50+ students graduate

KM 70 government officials, EDOs,

from the Master of
Rural Development
program since 2002.

community stakeholders, and
researchers share perspectives
during Rural Policy Think Tank.

External funding from
Federal/Provincial and
other sources reaches a
new high of over 97% of
RDI revenues in 2014/15.

AR

AR

140+ senior officials assess
settlement services in
29 rural communities in
Western Canada.

KM 9 of 11 RDI webinars

in 2014-15 reach
beyond Manitoba.

KM 70 rural specialists exchange
expertise and skills around rural
and northern policy issues .

T&L

AR

20+ students engage in experiential
learning including participating in
Community Outreach research projects.

200 survey responses
confirm the importance
of shelterbelts in beef
production.

T&L Each year, 50+ students & faculty share learning

on rural issues at International Comparative
Rural Policy Study Summer Institutes.

KM

AR

Journal of Rural and
Community Development
gains 1000 downloads per
month to 38 countries.
11 Fact Sheets report on Manitoba’s
economic and demographic realities
in rural regions and communities.
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Applied Research
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Manitoba’s Bulk Food Innovations
Rural Development Institute has completed
back to back research project on the
Manitoba Food and Beverage Processing
Industry with funding provided by
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development (MAFRD).
Findings of this first project on identifying
and analyzing trends in Manitoba’s Food
Processing Industry and to ascertain key
opportunities for public policy to positively
impact the growth of the Food Processing
sector were the subject of a number of
presentations given in 2014. Under the title
“Manitoba’s Food Processing Sector: Two
Paths to 2020”, two talks were given in
Winnipeg, the first on June 11th to industry
representatives at the Richardson Centre
for Functional Foods and Nutraceuticals,
and then again on June 24th to the Board
of Directors of the Manitoba Food
Processors’ Association. A shorter version
was presented August 14th to members
attending the Small Scale Food Production,
Processing, and Direct Sales Meeting at the
Brandon Research Centre. The Brandon
event prompted Lorraine Stevenson in
attendance from The Manitoba Co-operator
to pen an article discussing the project’s
results – see http://www.
manitobacooperator.ca/2014/ 08/28/
report-sounds-alarm-for-food-processingin-manitoba/ A subsequent editorial from
Laura Rance appeared Sept 8th – see
http://www.manitobacooperator.ca/
2014/09/08/editorial-a-growth-strategy/
Both articles reveal just how important this
industry is for Manitoba, and its rural
communities, and why serious debate is
needed by all involved stakeholders.

8

On this important issue of expanding
Manitoba’s agricultural and industrial base,
RDI was funded by the Manitoba
government to expand its research in food
processing to conduct a second project.
Successful Innovation When
Commercializing Bulk Food Ingredients in
Manitoba addressed the particular issues,
challenges, and growth opportunities
through innovation. Given the complexity
of factors affecting particular businesses in
this industry, this research examined the
entire supply chain from farmers’ fields to
food processing and food manufacturers.
Three case studies of Manitoba bulk food
processors were conducted to examine the
barriers to and opportunities for growth
and innovation: Richardson Milling, Shape
Foods, and Canadian Prairie Garden Puree
Products.
This research led to the development of
four major reports – individual case studies
for the 3 food processers, and a final crosscase analysis report. Each case study,
validated by the three businesses,
described the industry and its particular
supply-chain, the types and characteristics
of its past innovations, future opportunities
for innovation and growth, factors
impacting on their capacity to innovation,
and partnerships involved in innovation.
While the case studies revealed significant
differences among the three enterprises in
terms of innovations, all three resonated
on a number of issues:
• Innovation is bringing about a dynamic
and robust bulk agri-food sector in
Manitoba. New products and processes
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are sparking innovations in marketing and
organizations for large and small
processors. Both big and small firms are
also on the verge of realizing world-class,
and high-growth with novel products and
processes, which will undoubtedly propel
more innovations.
• Along the supply chain, many different
relationships are involved when
innovating. While multi-national
Richardson Milling draws extensively on
integrated relationships, where
cooperation and coordination are predominant, smaller processors often
appear larger and more capable by hiring
outside expertise and specialists, as they
growth and learn through each
innovation initiative.
• Initiatives are found throughout the
supply chain, which suggests a great deal
of independence. All those along the
supply chain know that innovation
require their own commitment of time
and resources to share in the benefits.
• Innovation in this agri-food sector also
spawned the growth of new businesses,
which fosters further investment and
generates an environment of
entrepreneurship in Manitoba. This
undoubtedly leads to increasing investor
confidence, more exports, contributes to
economic growth, and creates jobs, all
benefiting rural areas.

This research was supported and funded
through Manitoba Agriculture, Food, and
Rural Development.

For more information on this project,
contact:
Dr. Gillian Richards
Project Lead, Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University
Tel. 204-571-8554
Email. richardsgi@brandonu.ca
Thanks go to Annett Allen and Jeff Fidyk,
MAFRD, for their invaluable advice, and to
the many stakeholders involved in the case
studies.

RDI will add several more cases in the
coming year.
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Shelterbelt Adoption by Beef Producers
The Agricultural Greenhouse Gases Project
worked through the fourth year of its
research program, involving beef producers,
government agencies, and conservation
districts in discussions around shelterbelt
usage and its promotions in order to reduce
agricultural emissions and increase
production efficiencies.
This year’s investigations focused on
developing and assessing how social
marketing tools could be used to promote
shelterbelts. To do so, the RDI research
team with the project partners conducted
an online survey devised to capture data on

shelterbelt usage, attitudes towards
shelterbelts, barriers and incentives
impacting shelterbelt usages, and preferred
communication methods to receive
information and programs pertaining to
shelterbelts. Through the summer months,
some 200 responded to the online survey,
including Manitoba beef producers, other
agricultural producers of grain and oil
seeds, and a variety of producer
organizations or associations.
The analysis of the survey results provided
an interesting glimpse into the industry and
producers.

Shelterbelts in the following

Figure 1 shows the numbers of
surveyed producers and their
responses on the importance of four
factors relating to shelterbelt usage.

200

1: not a factor

2

3

4

5: very important

don’t know

150
100
50
0

200
Number of Producers

Figure 2 shows the relative
significance of five issues that
would influence a producer’s
decision to plant or retain
shelterbelts.

Reducing wind
erosion of soil

1: not a factor

2

3

Shelter for
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Shelter for
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0

10

Financial
sustainability

Take away
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Long time
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On November 12, 2014, Dr. Gillian
Richards, Project Lead, hosted a
webinar with a presentation from
Drs. James Breen and Tim McAllister
who offered an international
perspective on agricultural greenhouse
gas mitigation in the livestock industry.
This project was implemented by the
Upper Assiniboine River Conservation
District (as project proponent) in
collaboration with Manitoba
Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development, Manitoba Agro Woodlot
Program, Manitoba Cattle Producers
Association, Manitoba Forage Council,
and Rural Development Institute.

Sometimes

Often

don’t know

150
100

Media - TV, radio
newspaper

Local sources such as
conservation districts

Government
organizations such as
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associations

Internet

Professional
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50
0

In August, the RDI team met with the
project partners to discuss options
around developing a plan for continuing
the promotion and use of shelterbelts.
In these discussions, the team worked
closely with ChangeMakers, the
Manitoba firm involved in the project’s
social marketing tools. ChangeMakers is
currently adding the finishing touches to
a new communications plan to promote
the benefits of shelterbelts.

No

200

Neighbours

Figure 3 offers an interesting picture
of the various sources used by
surveyed producers to gain
information about farming practices,
including shelterbelt usage. Not too
surprising, producers make good use
of the internet.

For more information, please visit:
http://prairieshelterbelts.ca/
rural DevelopmenT InSTITuTe

2014 Shelterbelt Survey

Prairie Producers’ Use of and Attitudes
Towards Shelterbelts
December 2014

This survey is part of the Demonstration and Investigation into Agroforestry Based Livestock Systems Adoption
project which is funded by the Agriculture Greenhouse Gases Program of the Federal government.

Dr. William Ashton (RDI Director) • Dr. Gillian Richards (Project Lead, Researcher)
www.brandonu.ca/rdi • Phone: (204) 571-8513

Copyright © April 2015

Dr. Gillian Richards
Project Lead, Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University
Tel: 204-571-8554
Email: richardsgi@brandonu.ca
Thanks go to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,
and the many project partners: Upper Assiniboine
River Conservation District; Manitoba Agriculture,
Food and Rural Development; the Manitoba Agro
Woodlot Program; the Manitoba Beef Producers
Association; and the Manitoba Forage Council.
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Immigration Settlement Services
Community Consultations
Delivery of settlement services is essential
for new immigrants to feel at home in
Canada. Given the success of previous
immigration projects, RDI was co-funded by
Immigration Research West (IRW) and
Citizen and Immigration Canada (CIC) to
conduct a new project. This research
inventoried immigration settlement
services across western Canada. RDI
worked in partnership with co-investigators
from the University of British Columbia,
University of Alberta, University of
Saskatchewan, University of Manitoba, and
related provincial and many local services
organizations.
This project collected data from 29
communities across this region, selected
based on the proportion of immigrant
landings in smaller urban centres and rural
communities across the provinces.
Research activities were undertaken with
the assistance of knowledgeable members
of service provider organizations in the
selected communities, including those
funded through CIC or those providing key
roles in the settlement of newcomers.
Participant feedback helped validate the
findings in each community. Key findings
include:

Settlement and Employment
• Settling newcomers is a challenge across
much of western Canada for rural and
smaller centres.
• Smaller communities offer benefits to
newcomers but often lack key services.
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Services and Gaps
• Expanding services is needed across the
western region. Moreover, extending
service offerings to a broader range of
newcomers who currently do not qualify
will benefit the communities at large.
• The range of language services can be
limited to basic language skills when
advanced language training, job specific
language training, and literacy training
are necessary in rural communities.
• Reliable core funding is needed for SPOs
to support the organizational capacity
required to provide effective settlement
services.
• Remote communities face additional
service provision challenges, largely due
to low population density and large
distances.

Partnerships
• Partnerships among service organizations
and stakeholders are key to service
newcomers in rural and smaller centres.
• Local Immigration Partnerships (LIPS) are
supported, but need to build upon
existing organizational partnerships.
Provincial differences will require the
adaptation of LIPs program.
• Partnerships with businesses are needed.
Participants from all provinces expressed
a desire to improve their involvement and
coordination with businesses and
employers.
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29 Community Consultations with Settlement Service Providers
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Project reports include:

• The Alberta case by Oliver Kamau

• A summary of the settlement services,
gaps and opportunities for each selected
community, (x 29)

• The Saskatchewan case by Dr. Joe Garcea

• A summary of findings for each province
(x 4), and
• A Final Project Report on the settlement
services, gaps and opportunities in the
Western Region (x 1).
Key findings of the project were presented
at the recent 17th Annual Metropolis
Conference in Vancouver, BC, in March.
The presentation delivery brought together
the co-principal investigators:
• Introduction by Dr. Lori Wilkinson
• Research Objectives, Design and Methods
by Dr. Bill Ashton
• The British Columbia case by Dr. Miu
Chung Yan

• The Manitoba case by Dr. Rachael Pettigrew
• Conclusion by Eleni Galatsanou
For more information on this project,
contact:
Helen Galatsanou
Project Lead, Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University
Email: galatsanouh@brandonu.ca
Tel: 204-571-8552
Thanks go to Citizen and Immigration
Canada, Immigration Research West, the
many service provider organizations, and
the co-principal investigators, who included:
Joe Garcea, University of Saskatchewan;
Anna Kirova, University of Alberta; Miu
Chung Yan, University of British Columbia;
and Lori Wilkinson, University of Manitoba.
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Growth Strategies for Communities
Examining rapid growth rural communities
in Manitoba was the first phase of this
project, completed last summer. In a
follow-up study RDI investigated the
circumstances of rural communities that
are declining in population.
This project, Adjustment Strategies for
Declining Communities, focused on
identifying key factors that can help change
the direction of declining populations in
rural communities and support them
towards growth.
To achieve this goal, the project completed
a number of key tasks:
• Selected 3 communities categorized as
declining and 3 that were growing using
population data from Statistics Canada,
• Conducted a review of growth strategy
literature, manuals, and websites for
small communities to help identify key
elements, contexts, and implementation
criteria of these strategies, and
• Conducted key informant interviews in
the selected declining and recently
growing rural communities and aligned
strategies to support these two groups of
communities.

The literature review showed that rural
communities, growing or declining, invest
in financial and human capital in trying to
grow and improve their communities.
Where the communities choose to invest
their human and financial capital is what
makes the difference. Growing
communities tend to invest in initiatives to
attract and retain people, attract new
business, and foster regional cooperation,
while declining communities tend to invest
in initiatives focused on improving health
and wellbeing or recreation and culture.
There were also differences in the other
capitals used by growing and declining
communities. Growing communities used
social and political capital more often in
growth initiatives than declining
communities. Declining communities used
built, natural, and cultural capitals more
often in growth initiatives than growing
com munities.
Based on the case studies of growth
initiatives in growing and declining
communities, five key findings are evident:
1. Adjust the growth strategies to better
reflect local activities and conditions:
• Two changes are needed. Since housing is
integral to retaining and growing a
community’s population, housing should
be a stand-alone growth strategy. In
addition, the retaining and expanding
local business as well as attracting new
business should become one strategy.
2. Growing and declining communities
had a similar number of growth initiatives:
• One might assume there would be a large
difference in the number of initiatives and
the more initiatives, the more growth,
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but growing and declining communities
had a similar number of initiatives.
3. Growing and declining communities
used different growth strategies:
• Growing communities had more
initiatives for retaining and attracting
people, attracting new businesses, and
regional cooperation. Declining
communities had more initiatives using
health and wellbeing and recreation and
culture growth strategies.
4. Growing and declining communities
had similarities and differences in the
capitals used to implement growth
initiatives:
• Financial and human capitals were used
in growth initiatives by both growing and
declining communities. However, growing
communities used social and political
capital more often while declining
communities used built, natural, and
cultural capitals more often.
5. Neither growing nor declining
communities evaluated growth initiatives.
It is hoped that the findings of this research
can be used by planners and development
officers working with communities to
sustain and increase local population.

RuRal Development InstItute

Growth Strategies
for Rural Communities:
A Preliminary
Investigation
MAy 2015

Bill Ashton, MCIP, PhD, Director, Rural Development Institute, Brandon University
Lonnie Patterson, MRD, Researcher
Special thanks to Xanthe Zarry and Wayne Kelly, MRD researchers.
www.brandonu.ca/rdi • Phone: (204) 571-8513

Copyright © May 2015

For more information on this project,
contact:
Lonnie Patterson
Project Lead, Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University
Email: pattersonl@brandonu.ca
Tel: 204-571-8551
Thanks go to Ruth Mealy, MAFRD, as
project advisor and to Xanthe Zarry for her
research effort, as well as to MAFRD for
providing the project funding.

Funding to conduct this project was made
available by MAFRD and Manitoba
Immigration and Multiculturalism.
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Manitoba Fact Sheets
The Rural Works: A Rural Policy Think Tank
provided a perfect opportunity for Ray
Bollman, RDI Research Affiliate, to deliver a
précis of the 11 Fact Sheets that collectively
present a very detailed demographic and
economic snapshot of Manitoba. His
presentation, Rural Manitoba: 10 Facts (in
10 minutes…), attempted to distill the
entire set to a few key highlights from the
full package. His overview was informative
yet a hard lesson about its past and
possible future. In general, the 10 Facts
demonstrated the hard, double-edged
circumstances facing rural regions and
communities.
In his post-event review he provided these
summary reflections:
1. Increasing value of human time
• Implication: rural communities need to
find a new good or service to export
- Because fewer and fewer people are
needed to export traditional goods
from Manitoba (because machines are
replacing people)
2. Rural development is getting harder
• Implication: for communities to grow
their workforce, they will need to attract
immigrants or migrants from other
communities
- Because the demography of rural
Manitoba shows fewer potential labour
market entrants than potential labour
market retirees over the next decade
3. Rural Manitoba is growing
• Implication: investing in rural Manitoba
can and will generate positive returns
- But rural Manitoba is not growing
everywhere
16

4. Some rural communities are attracting
immigrants
• Implication: investing in rural Manitoba
can and will generate positive returns
- Because a good number of rural
Manitoba communities are able to
attract immigrants to grow their
workforce
5. 20% of individuals now entering the
workforce in Manitoba have an Aboriginal
Identity
• Implication: invest in young Aboriginals
- Because they represent a significant
share of individuals entering the
workforce
6. Whither rural youth? (They leave) Do
they come back? (No, except to larger
centres and to rural areas with easy access
to Winnipeg
• Implication: invest in encouraging youth
to return to a rural community because
research suggests that family and
community are the values that encourage
young adults to move to a rural
community. Manitoba has a large
diaspora of young adults who have
moved out of rural Manitoba in which to
invest the recruitment initiative.
7. Landscape vs people-scape:
• Implication: Invest in the capacity to grow
each rural community.
- Because policy should not try to select
winners; and
- Be aware that the population in rural
Manitoba is not working in the sectors
that you see from the air (e.g. farming
and forestry)
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8. Rural manufacturing provides the most
jobs in the rural goods-producing sectors

The entire set of Fact Sheets is available at:
https://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/25th/

• Implication: rural manufacturing
deserves as much attention as urban
manufacturing

RuR

RuRal Development InstItute

10. Rural Manitoba has moved from a
community-centric society to an open
society

Census Divisions (CDs) outside the Winnipeg CD
was 2,094 individuals (Figure 1).

1

- Investments in economic development
should be focused at the regional level
as each community member in a
region can access any job in the region
so communities would need to work
together in job creation
• But note that “rural regional” economic
development policy is different than
“metro regional” economic development
policy

p

www.brandonu.ca/rdi/

Immigrant Arrivals highlights

• Implication: understand the issue being
discussed before selecting your measure
of the size and structure of rural
Manitoba.

- For each family, work and school and
recreation and entertainment take
place in different communities within
an region;
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Bollman, Ray D., & Ashton, W. Rural Development institute, Brandon University, Brandon, Manitoba, July, 2014.

Funding for this project was made available
by the MAFRD.
Those interested in his presentation can
find it at:
https://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/
files/2014/09/Rural-Works-10-Facts-in-10Minutes-by-Dr.-Ray-Bollman.pdf
For more information on this project,
contact:
Dr. Bill Ashton
Director, Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University
Email: Ashtonw@brandonu.ca
Tel: 204-571-8513
Thanks go to MAFRD for providing
the project funding and to Xanthe Zarry,
RDI Researcher.
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Brandon University
Community Outreach Service

Over the past 4 years, MAFRD’s funding
commitment has seen a constant increase
in dedicated funding. This increase has
provided for more projects being funded,
for example, moving up from 6 projects
each year for 2012-13 and 2013-14 to 9 in
2014-15. Figure 1 also shows the level of
Cash and In-Kind support the community
partners provided for the funded projects.
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In the current reporting year, the
September 2014 deadline for research
proposals witnessed the approval of four
proposals for funding, while four more
proposals were approved in February
2015. A total of $23,900 was made
available for research while the community
partners contributed $32,621. The
investments in earlier years are shown in
Figure 1.

Figure 1. Total funding from MAFRD
dedicated to Outreach projects and total
matching contributions from the
community partners (cash and in-kind).

$5,220

The mandate of the Brandon University
Community Outreach Service is to match
the needs of community organizations in
Brandon and rural Manitoba with the
learning and research interests of Brandon
University students and faculty. The
Outreach Service coordinates two main
programs, Community Research, and
Service Learning. Both are managed by RDI.

2011-12

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

Participants included local, regional, and
provincial organizations who teamed up
with Brandon University faculty and
students from the departments of
Anthropology, Biology, Geography, Geology,
Sociology and Education.

2014-2015 Funded Projects
Characterization of visitors and
development of a “Community
Museum Heritage Trail” in southcentral and south-western Manitoba.
Project Partners:
Community: Monique Brandt, Association
of Manitoba Museums, Winnipeg
Faculty: Christopher Malcolm, Department
of Geography, Brandon University
Funding Approved: $2800
The Province of Manitoba views community
museums as critical components of
community heritage identity that help to
protect and promote Manitoba’s history
and advise municipal governments
(Province of Manitoba, 2014).
This project aims to study the nature of
visitation to Manitoba museums, the
characteristics of the visitors, which if
known could help community museums
tailor exhibits, education programs, and
advertising to increase visitation. A
Brandon University student will be involved
from the inception of the projection to the
report writing and presentations.
This project will allow community museums
to strengthen their heritage protection,
education, and tourism roles within rural
Manitoba communities through an
understanding of the demographics,
background contexts, expectations, and
experience satisfactions of their visitors.
It will allow community museums, and the
AMM in general, to more effectively make
use of their scant resources and work
towards attracting more visitors.

Increasing Numeracy Awareness &
Skills for Community Parents
Project Partners:
Community: Teresa Vallotton, Brandon
School Division.
Faculty: Micheal Nantais, Department of
Teaching and Learning, Brandon University
Funding Approved: $2,600
The idea behind this project is to develop
a program based on literature research
conducted by the teacher candidates
(BU student) and the experience of the
participating teachers (Brandon High
School). The program will provide
information and materials that would help
parents (and other interested community
members) understand the mathematics
curriculum, how it is taught, and the
important role of
numeracy for future career opportunities
for their children. Strategies and activities
that could be used to help develop
numeracy skills would be provided to
parents so that they could work with their
children to enhance the work that goes on
in the classroom.
The students (teacher candidates) taking
part in this project will be drawn from
students enrolled in the B.Ed. (AD) program
at Brandon University. The teacher
candidates will be involved in all aspects of
designing, delivering, creating materials,
and evaluating the program.
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Rural Museum Archaeological
Outreach
Project Partners:
Community: Amber Flett, Manitoba
Archaeological Society
Faculty: Dr. Mary Malainey, Department of
Anthropology, Brandon University
Funding Approved: $2,700
This project will enable rural museums to
enhance their displays of precontact
material, and provide valuable information
about the wealth and diversity of materials
in the Manitoba Museum’s collections that
would be of interest to visitors and experts.
It will also provide students in the
archeological community with more
information about archaeological sites of
Southwest Manitoba.
This project will be of value to participating
BU students because they will gain
experience in artifact identification and
interpretation, report writing, and site
survey and assessment. Artifact
identification and interpretation and report
writing are important skills for
archaeologists; students with demonstrated
experience are valuable to potential
employers, such as cultural resource
management (CRM) companies and
museums, as well as potential graduate
school advisors.

20

Participatory and Effective
Landscapes: Community Gardening
and Social Justice – Phase II
Project Partners:
Community: Naomi Leadbeater, Brandon
Neighbourhood Renewal Corporation
Faculty: Dr. Serena Patrella, Department of
Sociology, Brandon University
Funding Approved: $2,800
Community gardening is often undertaken
by low income families and newcomers as a
way to increase the healthy food available
in their day to day diet. Tracking the people
involved with community gardens has often
been very problematic for the Community
Garden Network.
Having an informed understanding of
resident’s participation is very important,
especially for the purpose of increasing
reporting requirements. It is essential that
the Garden Network develops tracking
tools. The Community Garden Network is
also interested in finding ways to help with
planning for the future development of
community gardens in Brandon.
This research aims to help improve the
organization and operation of community
gardens by collecting information that
would enhance gardening practices in the
Westman region. This research hopes to
build on the Phase I of this project by
collecting more data on the newly
constructed community gardens.
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A Poverty Report Framework

Impact of Cattle Grazing and
Soil Depth in Alvar Vegetation

Project Partners:
Community: Leanne Petrin, Brandon
Neighbourhood Renewal Corporation
Faculty: Derrek Eberts,
Department of Geography

Project Partners:
Community: Cary Hamel,
Nature Conservancy of Canada
Faculty: Terence McGonigle,
Department of Biology

Funding Approved: $3,000
An annual Report on Poverty in Brandon
would focus on providing and
contextualizing data, rather than being
prescriptive. It would be a foundation for
current data on poverty in Brandon for
organizations, governments, universities
and residents.
It would provide valuable data for the
annual progress report made by the
Manitoba government and it would enable
municipalities and organizations to make
policy and budgetary decisions on a more
informed basis.
This project would involve a student
researcher, who would create a framework
for a city-wide annual report on poverty in
Brandon. The BU student researcher would
be central in structuring the benchmarks,
and providing context for their inclusion in
a larger report on poverty. The student
would also be a strong contributor to the
education and communication of the value
of a poverty report to organizations that
would be impacted by a poverty report.

Funding Approved: $3,000
Alvar ecosystems are rare. The presence of
alvar in the Interlake region of Manitoba
has been reported for a decade (Hamel &
Foster, 2004). Alvar ecosystems in the
Interlake region are estimated to occupy
approximately 10,000 acres (Manitoba
Alvar Initiative, 2012).
This study will combine data for grazing and
soil depth in relation to vegetation cover,
and contribute to a more complete
understanding of controls for vegetation
productivity on grazed lands in these sites
of conservation interest (Alvar).
This project will involve a BU student. The
student will gain valuable experience and
training during this study in data handling
and data manipulation for the mapping of
crown land grazing parcel ratings relative to
alvar study polygons.
The student will collect soil depth and
vegetation score data with support of a
staff of from the Nature Conservancy of
Canada. The student will conduct the data
entry and data analysis for the soils and
vegetation data. With the supervision of
the faculty, the student will evaluate soil
depth and vegetation cover data in relation
to grazing AUM data for polygons.

Rural Development Institute 2014-2015 Annual Report
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Level of Toxic Elements in the Soil
of the Playgrounds in the Elementary
Schools of Brandon, MB
Project Partners:
Community: Dr. Michaels, Brandon School
Divisions
Faculty: Alireza Somarin, Department of
Geology, Brandon University
Funding Approved: $2,500
The risk from potentially toxic elements in
playground soils is of concern to children’s
health as a result of the potential for
intentional or unintentional consumption.
This topic has been a popular research
topic in communities worldwide and similar
case studies have been carried out in many
playgrounds.
The proposed research is intended to look
into composition of soil (major and trace
elements) and identify level of toxic
elements such as lead, arsenic, cadmium,
zinc, and selenium in the soil in each
playground in elementary schools of
Brandon, MB. The information will help us
to identify which playgrounds (if any) have
contaminated soil which needs
remediation.
A BU student will be trained to use the
X-ray florescence analyzer in the field
(playground of elementary schools). The
purpose is to use the instrument to
conduct a thorough investigation of the
acceptable threshold of toxic elements and
their effects on the human body.
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Mapping Brandon Growing
Community Garden Network to
Determine Strategies for Social
Inclusion
Project Partners:
Community: Blake Hamilton, Brandon
Community Garden Network
Faculty: Dion Wiseman, Department of
Geography
Funding Approved: $2,500
In Brandon, demand for Community
Garden plots continues to outpace the
Brandon Community Garden Network’s
(BCGN) capacity to build new gardens. In
order to plan effectively BCGN is interested
in creating a GIS maps that would show
different scenarios of where to plan for and
build new gardens.
A BU student will be involved in the
detailed review of the City of Brandon
Green space master plan, literature review
of garden policy and land-use planning
methods in midsize cities and the mapping
of different scenarios for suitable new
locations.
The GIS map would later be embedded into
the new BCGN website that is under
construction. The website would create an
online virtual location of gardens in
Brandon and future potential garden sites,
a forum for community gardening
questions, and open and transparent access
to the policies and strategic planning
decisions of the board of BCGN.
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Optimal Site Selection and
Cultivation Strategies for Red Osier
Dogwood Nutraceutical Production
Project Partners:
Community: Mr. Rob Scales, Red Dog
Enterprises Ltd
Faculty: Dion Wiseman, Department of
Geography
Funding Approved: $2,000
Red Dog Enterprises Ltd.is a local Manitoba
company currently investigating the
cultivation and extraction of nutraceutical
products from Red Osier Dogwood.
Previous research at Brandon University,
funded through the Outreach Program,
investigated germination techniques that
would optimize propagation and
production. The long-term goals of Red Dog
Enterprises Ltd. are to develop a viable
nutraceutical industry based on the
cultivation of Red Osier Dogwood on
marginal rural lands that provides an
innovative and ecologically friendly
alternative to traditional agriculture and
increases the diversity and resilience of the
rural economy.

Both aspects of the project are also directly
related to student learning outcomes in the
geomatics concentration within the
geography degree program and the
environmental studies and environmental
science programs at Brandon University.
Students will have the opportunity to gain
valuable experience in the application of
GIS technology, laboratory techniques and
field work through this project and there
will be opportunities for them to publish
and or present their work in the form of
technical report(s) or conference
presentations.

The objectives of this project are to: 1)
identify suitable sites for the cultivation
and harvesting of Red Osier Dogwood
based on a suite of established criteria
using a geographic information system and
2) pursue recommendations proposed by
the previous germination study to complete
research on best propagation practices.

Rural Development Institute 2014-2015 Annual Report
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The Service Learning Program encourages
community volunteer participation of
Brandon University students in the areas
of their study. The program acknowledges
the value of student activities beyond
academic setting, and provides a valuable
opportunity for students to apply their
knowledge and skills to the benefit of the
community. Once students successfully
complete Service Learning program, they
receive official recognition of their
activities on their Brandon University
transcripts.
Eighty (80) Student Service Learning
applications were received and approved
from April 2014 to March 2015. This
amounts to 1600 volunteer hours in
community service in such activities as
student tutoring, event promotion and
student leadership program, healthy
campus project, and other duties.

Figure 2. Total numbers of approved
Service Learning applications.
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A total of 14 Brandon University students
completed their Service Learning projects
in May 2014 and 30 in November, 2014 as
Student Coordinators/Leaders, as
members of the St John Ambulance
volunteer brigade, and as camp
instructors.
The interest in Service Learning by
student at Brandon University is shown in
Figure 2 below, which tracks the number
of approved applications over the past
four years. These numbers reveal a
consistent if not increasing level of
support, which represents an expanding
contribution to Brandon University and
wider community.
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2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

Thanks go to the 2014-15 Outreach
Advisory Committee that includes:
• Heather Duncan, Acting Vice-President
(Academic and Provost), Co-chair of
the Brandon University Community
Outreach Advisory Committee
• Bill Ashton, RDI Director, Co-chair of
the Brandon University Community
Outreach Advisory Committee
• Roberta Graham, Faculty of Health
Studies
• David Playfair, School of Music

Recipients of the Rural
Development Institute
Annual Scholarship Awards
$3,000 Scholarship
2014/15 Lorna French – Masters of RD
(admitted July 2014)

2013/14 Julia Stoneman-Sinclair –
Masters of RD (admitted Oct 2013)

• Balfour Spence, Faculty of Science

$500 Award

• Cam Symons, Faculty of Education

2014/15 Derrick Turner – Masters of RD

• Lin Xu, Faculty of Arts

(admitted April 2008)

2013/14 Ian Shanghvi – Masters of RD
(admitted Nov 2009)

Thanks also go to Yakub Abiodun Adediran
for his efforts and commitment to making
the Community Outreach Office a success
over the last two and a half years.
We wish him well in completing his Master’s
thesis and in his career.
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Rural Policy Think Tank
Rural Works! A Rural Policy Think Tank
took place at the Keystone Centre in
Brandon, Manitoba on November 6, 2014.
The vision that the Rural Development
Institute (RDI) at Brandon University (BU)
and its long-time partner, Manitoba
Agriculture, Food, and Rural Development
(MAFRD) had for the day was two-fold. The
first was to create a time and place for a
conversation about economic development
in rural Manitoba; the second was to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
establishment of RDI by BU. The day was a
rounding success as over 70 people
dialogued and exchanges perspectives on
the future of rural Manitoba.
During his luncheon presentation
“Celebrating Partnerships” Bill Ashton, RDI
Director, showcased RDI’s 25th Anniversary
and highlighting the many partnerships that
RDI has established and fostered since its
inception. Four key concepts framed the
tenor of his historical overview and, in fact,
all aspects of the day’s activities – Insight,
Foresight, Innovate, and Action. See the
appendix for the four panels used to profile
RDI’s inception and achievements.

October 25, 1989 was the grand opening of
RDI at BU. It was established because BU
and the Province of Manitoba had the
insight to understand that rural issues were
important and worthy of investigation.
This new partnership was based on the
province’s commitment to fund core
operations and projects at RDI and BU’s
commitment to undertake rural-focused
research that can inform good public policy
decisions. RDI’s beginnings took root during
a conversation defining a new rural agenda
for Manitoba. Headlines in the late 1980s
read, “A new agenda for rural Manitoba”,
and “Now is the time to ease inequities,
officials told”. Talking rural was a
courageous conversation then and it
continues to be as urgent today.
BU and RDI also had the foresight to know
continued support for rural and related
research comes from growing rural
researchers and, as a result, the
Department of Rural Development and a
Masters in Rural Development degree were
established. Over fifty rural researchers
have graduated with a Master of Rural
Development or Graduate Diploma in Rural
Development from BU.
RDI strives to innovate by building and
strengthening a network of partners to
support rural development with applied
research, knowledge, dissemination, and
learning. One key partnership is the longstanding relationship between RDI and the
Province of Manitoba which has been
forged through a strong relationship with
Manitoba Agriculture, Food, and Rural
Development (MAFRD). Through
agreements over the years, the province’s
decision to invest in RDI has resulted in
research that provides a better
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Those interested in this event can visit the
website: https://www.brandonu.ca/
rdi/25th/

understanding of rural youth migration,
issues related to immigration and how to
be welcoming communities, and
Manitoba’s food processing industry,
among other topics. Today, the Rural Policy
Learning Commons (RPLC), hosted at RDI
connects universities, research institutes,
organizations, and governments in
countries across multiple continents.
Fostering discussion, sharing knowledge,
and improving practices with a shared goal
of developing and implementing effective
policy is the action taken by RDI and its
many partners. The Journal of Rural and
Community Development (JRCD), published
by RDI, is an open-access academic journal
available online around the world. On
average there are 1,000 downloads a
month to 38 countries from the site. In
addition, RDI makes a number of its
research publications available for free on
its website.
The day’s events were anchored by a
Keynote Address from the Minister of
Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development, the Honorable Ron
Kostyshyn, whose support also made this
event possible.

For additional information on this event,
contact:
Lonnie Patterson
Event Organizer, Rural Development
Institute, Brandon University
Email: pattersonl@brandonu.ca
Tel: 204-571-8551
Thanks go to the Honorable Ron Kostyshyn,
Minister of Manitoba Agriculture, Food,
and Rural Development, and Dr. Gervan
Fearon, President, Brandon University, for
their support of this event.
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Rural by Design
During Rural Works! A Rural Policy Think
Tank, the day’s break-out sessions was
developed specifically to contribute to a
new project called Rural by Design. The
vision of Rural by Design is to inspire rural
Manitobans to determine their own rural
futures. At its heart is a focus on enhancing
rural economic development in Manitoba
by taking a design approach. This approach
fosters innovation and flexibility and
embraces direct involvement and local
ownership that is enabled by government.
It embraces collaboration, creativity, and
innovation; challenges past assumptions
and fosters making choices for a desired
rural future(s).
Rural by Design has come to envisage a
number of community recommendations
for action:
1. Initiate and participate in conversations
about the many dimensions rural
development in Manitoba. Share those
conversations with all levels of
government to assist in articulating a
Prairie Rural Economic Development
Strategy.
• Remember that you can influence rural
policy by making your voice heard,
sharing your ideas and stating your case.
• Join with others to strengthen your voice.
• Consider topics and issues from different
perspectives. Different perspectives may
lead to different solutions.
2. Ask questions to better understand how
different government departments are
involved in rural development. Contribute to
helping government and others move
forward in stating a common vision and
improving service delivery into rural regions.
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3. Consider approaching your economic
development activities based on a
functional economic region as a way to
respond to issues and opportunities in
your community and others. Seek and
share examples in effective economic
development from other provinces and
regions.
4. Inform your decisions by investing
attention and re sources into data
collection.
• Ask yourselves: “What information do we
need to plan as a community, region and
province; what information do we have
locally; and how might we collect and
share that information?”
• If you are collecting data, check to see if
what you’re measuring is the same as
others. Perhaps there is a more
standardized way to collect data so it can
be better understood, as well as
compared across boundaries and over
time.
• For example, encourage tourist
attractions in your region to track visitors
in the same manner. This might help you
determine if your tourist promotion
dollars are being effective.
• Consider your community values and how
your plans for economic development
reflect those values.
• Determine what is being measured and
how it is being measured to ensure data
collected can inform decision-making and
promote rural Manitoba as a place to
invest.
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5. Apply your energy and resources to
collaborative approaches for rural
economic development in Manitoba.
Inform yourself of what resources,
research, and expertise exist in
government and organizations that can
support social, economic, and
environmental planning for successful
rural development.
• Partnerships are integral to achieving
your vision. Consider ways to build and
strengthen partnerships with neighbours
in your functional economic region.

The various sessions were informed by a set
of presentations from Dr. Lars Hallstrom,
University of Alberta; Dr. Ray Bollman, RDI
Research Affiliate; Dr. Ryan Gibson, a MRD
alumnus now at St. Mary’s University;
Dr. Tom Johnson, University of Missouri; and
Dr. Bob Annis, former RDI Director.
The Manitoba Government’s Department
of Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development support made this event
possible.
RuRal Development InstItute

• Invest in capacity to do more regional
economic development – partnering
with rural and urban communities, tax
sharing agreements, qualified and
trained professional staff, and working
with a plan.
6. Pay attention to and list your assets;
what are they and how can local and
regional assets be used for your growth
plan for the future. The seven capitals
(financial, built, natural, human, social,
intellectual, and political) can be a useful
framework for ensure you have identified
a range of assets for your planning for the
future.

Rural By Design

Recommended Actions from
Rural Works! A Rural Policy Think Tank

For additional information on this event,
contact:

Joy Dornian, on behalf of Manitoba
Agriculture, Food, and Rural Development,
facilitated the day’s discussions. She deftly
kept the 70 participants’ attentions
focused on a number of provocative
questions:

Lonnie Patterson
Event Organizer, Rural Development
Institute, Brandon University

Can you imagine …

Thanks go to the Rural Policy Learning
Commons for supporting the event’s
speakers and publications, and to the many
stakeholders and participants who made
the event such a success.

◊ Rural with (out) agriculture?
◊ Rural with (out) regions?
◊ Rural with (out) influence?

Email: pattersonl@brandonu.ca
Tel: 204-571-8551
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Rural Policy Learning Commons
Some 30 partners from across Canada, the
United States, Mexico, and Europe,
including academic institutions,
government agencies, and other ruralfocused community organizations are
moving ahead in the development of this
truly international project, bringing on line
the Research Theme Teams and Knowledge
Mobilization Activity Teams. Dr. Bill Reimer,
Project Director, Dr. Bill Ashton, RDI
Director, and a number of other project
partners have met regularly through the
Rural Policy Learning Commons Steering
Committee whose key tasks include
providing strategic direction for the project,
complying with SSHRC accountability
requirements, ensuring delivery of project
commitment, and others.
The Rural Policy Learning Commons (RPLC)
announced Wayne Kelly is the Project
Coordinator. He brings to the RPLC a broad
set of management skills and in-depth
knowledge of rural and community
development. Through the winter, two of
the Project’s Liaison Officers were hired.
Sarah Woods will work out of Brandon
University for the project partners in

Canada, while Pam Kelrick will work with
the USA partner institutions from the
University of Missouri. The European
Liaison is to be announced shortly.
The RPLC Steering Committee continues to
see progress on a number of issues:
finalizing MOU’s with the project’s partners
and developing a framework to organize
the vast output of research, publications,
presentations, webinars. Through the
project’s 7-year term, both are a legacy for
future policy researchers and rural
communities.
Collaborations and exchanges are central to
the RPLC. A number of events for the near
future are note-worthy:
The 27th Annual Canadian Rural
Revitalization Foundation (CRRF) in
conjunction with the 10th Annual
Conference of the North Atlantic Forum will
be held in Summerside, Prince Edward
Island, Sept. 16-19, 2015. Building
Community Resilience: Innovation, Culture,
and Governance in Place marks an
opportunity for community leaders,
governments, and researchers to share and
explore insights on creating and sustaining
healthy, resilient communities.
The Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI),
one of the RPLC’s main US partners, will be
convening a pre-conference workshop on
May 18th 2015 in partnership with the
RPLC. Under the title of Water – Food –
Climate Nexus, this event is slated to
coincide with the OECD Rural Development
Policy Conference, National Prosperity
through Modern Rural Policy, scheduled for
May 19-21, 2015 in Memphis, TN.
RUPRI is also in final planning for its annual
conference scheduled for Washington, D.C.
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in 2016. A main purpose of this RUPRI
event is to establish a series of critical
rural policy questions to be taken up by
rural researchers. These challenges and
issues will provide a catalyst for
researchers and rural stakeholders in the
United States, but in keeping with the
international and comparative core of the
RPLC will be opened to other researchers
and stakeholders. The results of these
labors are to be presented at the first of
the project’s international RPLC/CRRF
conferences. This event is still in the
planning stages though Ottawa, Oct. 2016
has been selected as the venue’s date.

RPLC project partners

University of
Alaska Fairbanks

Canadian Rural
Health Research
Society

Manitoba
Agriculture,
Food and Rural
Development

Université‚ du
Québec en AbitibiTÉmiscamingue

Rural
Secretariat, NL

Concordia
University

University
of Northern
British Columbia

Dalhousie University

Solidarité‚ Rurale
du Québec

Oregon State
University

Universita
di Bologna

Canadian Rural
Research Network

Brandon
University

Simon Fraser
University

Selkirk
College

Newcastle
University

University
College Dublin

University of
Saskatchewan

Memorial
University

Universitat
Autonoma de
Barcelona

ACUNS Association of
Canadian Universities
for Northern Studies

Saint Mary’s
University

Rural Ontario
Institute
University
of Missouri
University
of Guelph

Universidad
Autonoma del
Estado de Mexico

Centre de
rechereche
sur le
développement
territorial

Community
First: Impacts
of Community
Engagement

Dr. Bill Reimer
Project Director, Adjunct Professor,
Department of Rural Development,
Brandon University
Email: Bill.Reimer@concordia.ca
Wayne Kelly
RPLC Project Coordinator
Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University

Inverness
College UHI

Lakehead
University

For more information about this project,
check the website at http://rplc-capr.ca,
or contact:

Canadian Rural
Revitalization
Foundation

Tel: 204-872-0269
Email: kellyw@brandonu.ca
Thanks go to the Project Coordinator’s
Selection Committee Members,
Dr. Doug Ramsey, Dept. of Rural
Development, and Dr. Kelly Saunders,
Dept. of Political Science,
Brandon University.

Rural Policy
Research
Institute (RUPRI)
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Publications and Presentations
A significant part of RDI’s mandate is the
dissemination of RDI research and
promotion of its community involvement
and activities. Through 2014-2015, RDI
continued to report on its activities in
various modes of publication and in
presentations, including 14 publications
and reports, 4 journal issues, 19 conference
presentations, and 11 webinars and
workshops.
RDI continued its open-source electronic
publishing of the Journal of Rural and
Community Development. The JRCD is
based in the Rural Development Institute
(RDI) at Brandon University.

The JRCD is funded through annual grants
from the Manitoba Department of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development
and SSHRC.
The JRCD is waiting for word from the
Social Science and Humanities Research
Council under its ‘Aid to Scholarly
Publications’ programme whether the
journal has been successful in its funding
application. This funding would be for
2015-2018 and would be invaluable for
maintaining open-source access to rural
researchers across the world.

RDI Publications & Reports
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Rural Population Size and Change. 25th Anniversary
Factsheet. Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Components of Population Change. 25th Anniversary
Factsheet. Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Patterns of Job Growth and Decline. 25th Anniversary
Factsheet. Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Working Age Population. 25th Anniversary Factsheet.
Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Aboriginal Population. 25th Anniversary Factsheet.
Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Immigrant Arrivals. 25th Anniversary Factsheet.
Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Agricultural Price Change. 25th Anniversary Factsheet.
Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). GDP in Agricultural and Food Processing. 25th
Anniversary Factsheet. Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). GDP by Sector in Non-Metro. 25th Anniversary Factsheet.
Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Non-Metro Employment Patterns. 25th Anniversary
Factsheet. Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
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Ashton, W. & Bollman, R. (2014). Intentions to Build in Non-Metro. 25th Anniversary
Factsheet. Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W., Richards, G., Galatsanou, E., & Bollman, R. (2014). Food & Beverage
Processing Industry Growth pathways to 2020. Brandon, MB. Rural Development
Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W., Reimer, B., & St. Aubin, Z. (2014). Rural Policy Learning Commons: Building
Rural Policy through International Comparative Analysis. Brandon, MB. Rural
Development Institute, Brandon University.
Ashton, W. & Richards, G. (2014.) Strategies for Growth of Bulk Food Processing in
Manitoba: Project Factsheet. Brandon, MB. Rural Development Institute, Brandon
University.

Journal Articles
Garcea, J., & Ashton, W. (2015). Local and Regional Partnerships for Integration and
Inclusion Canadian Diversity, 11(1), 30-35.

Journal of Rural and Community Development
Ramsey, D. (Ed.). (2014). Community Impacts from Large Oil and Natural Gas Ventures
in Rural and Remote Areas, Journal of Rural and Community Development, 9(1).
From http://www.jrcd.ca/
Editorial Introduction, and 8 articles
Ramsey, D. (Ed.). (2014). Journal of Rural and Community Development, 9(2).
From http://www.jrcd.ca/.
9 articles and 4 case studies
Ramsey, D. (Ed.). (2014). Journal of Rural and Community Development, 9(3).
From http://www.jrcd.ca/.
16 articles and 3 case studies
Ramsey, D. (Ed.). (2014). Journal of Rural and Community Development, 9(4).
From http://www.jrcd.ca/.
11 articles and 3 case studies
The 9(4) general issue includes five papers prepared as a Festschrift for Dr. Bill Reimer,
Professor of Sociology at Concordia University and Director of the SSHRC-funded New
Rural Economy Project from 1998 to 2007. All five papers were peer-reviewed through the
co-editing efforts of Dr. William Ashton and Dr. Ray Bollman.
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Presentations
Kelly, W. & Ashton, W. (March 2015). Wireless/Wired Rural Broadband, Institutional
Responses. Presented at Digital Futures Symposium, Alumni House, University of Alberta.
Edmonton, AB.
Ashton, W. & Galatsanou, H. (March 2015). Welcoming Service for Newcomers in rural and
small towns across western Canada. Panel Presenters at the 17th National Metropolis
Conference: Broadening the Conversation: Policy and Practice in Immigration, Settlement
and Diversity. Vancouver, BC.
Ashton, W. (February, 2015). Dirt Roads and Highways: Reforming Municipal Governance
and Government in Alberta Introduction and facilitator. Webinar presented by Dr. Lars
Hallstrom and Naomi Finseth.
McNeely, G. (November, 2014). The Rural Policy Learning Commons: An exercise in
international, collaborative, and competency-based learning. Recognizing Learning
Conference, Canadian Association of Prior Learning Assessment. Ottawa, ON.
Ashton, W. (October, 2014). Rural Works for Manitoba. Presented at Roundtable
Discussions on the Manitoba Economy. Hon. Jennifer Howard, Minister of Finance,
Legislative Building. Winnipeg, MB.
Ashton, W. (September, 2014). Looking Forward to 2020: Rural Policy. Chair. New
researchers’ forum at the Canadian Rural Revitalization Foundation (CRRF) Conference.
Prince George, BC.
Ashton, W. (September, 2014). Strengthening Communities by Aligning Territory &
Partnerships: A Manitoba Case. Presented at Governance Symposium. Grande Prairie, AB.
Ashton, W. (August, 2014). Immigrant Services Research. Presented to staff at the
Westman Immigration Office. Brandon, MB.
Ashton, W. (July, 2014). Innovation strategies for rural Manitoba. International
Comparative Rural Policies Studies (ICRPS), Summer Institute. Toluca, Mexico.
Ashton, W. (July, 2014). Developing Crown Forest Policy: a Public and Private Affair.
International Comparative Rural Policies Studies (ICRPS), Summer Institute. Toluca,
Mexico.
Ashton, W. & Richards, G. (2014). Manitoba’s Food Processing Sector – Two Paths to 2020.
Co-presenter at the Western Canadian Functional Food Ingredients: Strategies to Manage
Costs & Enhance Products conference by the Richardson Center for Functional Foods and
Nutraceuticals. Winnipeg, MB.
Ashton, W. (June, 2014). Chair: Rural Economy Workshop. Brandon and Winnipeg, MB.
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Ashton, W. (June, 2014). Chair: Demographic Trends Workshop. Brandon and Winnipeg,
MB.
Ashton, W. (May, 2014). Demonstration and Investigation into Livestock System. Presented
to Senior Program Officers, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Brandon, MB.
Ashton, W. & Kelly, W. (May, 2014). Labour and Immigration Settlement Summary Report.
Presented at Labour and Immigration Manitoba. Winnipeg, MB.
Ashton, W. (May, 2014). Social Media Engagement Training - Module 9. Moderator and
evaluator Brandon University. Brandon, MB.
Ashton, W. (April, 2014). Virtual Tour of Innovative Social Enterprises in Rural Manitoba.
Host, introductory remarks, and facilitator. Webinar Presenter Megan McKenzie,
Using Cooperatives and Social Enterprises to Create Resilient Rural Communities.
Co-sponsored by RDI and Community Futures Westman. Rural Development Institute,
Brandon, MB.
Ashton, W. (April, 2014). Social Enterprise: Creating Initiatives that Revitalize Communities
Speaker. Host, introductory remarks and facilitator. Presenter Brendan Reimer.
Co-sponsored by RDI and Community Futures Westman. Rural Development Institute,
Brandon MB.
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RDI — Sponsored Community Activities
Over the last year RDI was busy presenting
to members of the university community,
residents of the Westman regions, as well
as others elsewhere in Canada and farther
afield. These events featured scholars and
speakers who offered their expertise and
experiences on rural issues.

Provincial Workshop

April 14, 2014

RDI’s presentation profile within and
beyond Manitoba

1894 Art Centre, Boissevain, MB

5

Creative Rural Cooperatives: Exploring the
Possibilities

5

4

4

3
2
1

2
International

National

Provincial

0

Provincial Workshop

April 5, 2014

Louis Riel Room, McMaster Complex
Brandon University
Social Enterprises: Creating Initiative
that Revitalize Rural Communities
Presenter: Brendan Reimer
Brendan Reimer was recently the Regional
Coordinator for Canadian Community
Economic Development Network based in
Winnipeg. Brendon remains an educator,
mobilizer, and advocate for governments
to create policies and initiatives that will
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enable communities to take action on
building stronger and fairer local
economies, reduce poverty homelessness,
and create more sustainable communities.

Workshop Presenters: Vera Goussaert,
Cheryl Krostewitz, and Dr. Megan McKenzie
Vera Goussaert is the Executive Director of
the Manitoba Cooperative Association, and
has worked as a Co-op Development
Advisor with the Province of Manitoba, and
as a Youth Program Officer – CIDA Intern
with the Canadian Cooperative Association
and the Credit Union Association of Ghana.
She is currently a Board member for SED
Winnipeg and the Assiniboine Credit Union.
Cheryl Krostewitz is a Cooperative
Development Advisor and Fund
Administrator at Manitoba Cooperative
Association. Prior to that, She worked as
a Property Manager for cooperatives at a
non-profit social housing management
corporation in Winnipeg.
Dr. Megan McKenzie is currently the
President of Rural Roots Food Cooperative
in Boissevain, MB. She was involved in
conflict resolution and democracy work in
Columbia, the Middle East, Ireland, DR
Congo, and the inner-city of Winnipeg
before returning to rural Manitoba to raise
her family and work as a conflict specialist.
She holds a PhD from Trinity College,
Dublin, Ireland.
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National Webinar

National Webinar

April 26, 2014

September 9, 2014

RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University

RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University

A Virtual Tour of Innovative Social
Enterprises in Rural Manitoba

Immigrant Settlement: A Framework for
Determining Settlement and Language
Training Needs in Manitoba

Presenter: Robert Guilford
Robert Guilford was instrumental in
founding the Blue Moon Society and
the Harvest Moon Learning Centre in
Clearwater, MB. He has also been involved
in mentoring chicken farmers in Northern
Manitoba.

National Webinar

May 23, 2014

RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University
Community Change: 6 Simple Rules in
Evaluation Collective Impact

Presenter: Wayne Kelly
Wayne Kelly has been working in and
studying rural development for more than
10 years, with an emphasis on applied
research and community development.
As a Project Lead and researcher at RDI,
his focus is on applying innovative
development research to help rural Canada
realize the opportunities facing it as a
society. He is currently a PhD student at
the National University of Ireland, Galway.

National Workshop
and Webinar

November 4, 2014

Presenter: Mark Cabaj
Mark Cabaj is the President of the
consulting company From Here to There
and an Associate of Tamarack – An Institute
for Community Engagement. His current
focus is on developing practical ways to
understand, plan and evaluate efforts to
address complex community issues
(e.g. neighborhood renewal, poverty and
homelessness, community safety,
education achievement, and health).

Louis Riel Room, McMaster Complex
Brandon University
Manitoba’s Rural Demography Structure
and Trends: An Update
Presenter: Dr. Ray Bollman
Dr. Bollman is the founding editor of Rural
and Small Town Canada Analysis Bulletin,
retired from Statistics Canada, and also
past-chair of OECD Working Party on
Territorial Indicators. He holds a BSc and MSc
in Agricultural Economics from the University
of Manitoba, and a PhD in Economics from
the University of Toronto. He is also a
Brandon University Research Affiliate.
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National Webinar

December 10, 2014
RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University

Manitoba’s Rural Economic Structure and
Trends: An Update
Presenter: Dr. Ray Bollman
Dr. Bollman is the founding editor of Rural
and Small Town Canada Analysis Bulletin,
retired from Statistics Canada, and also
past-chair of OECD Working Party on
Territorial Indicators. He holds a BSc and
MSc in Agricultural Economics from the
University of Manitoba, and a PhD in
Economics from the University of Toronto.
He is also a Brandon University Research
Affiliate.

International Webinar

November 12, 2014
RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University

Mitigation of Agricultural Greenhouse
Gases in the Livestock Industry: An
International Perspective
Webinar was delivered in coordination
with the Rural Policy Learning Commons.
Dr. James Breen – Presentation title:
Greenhouse Gas Emission and Agriculture’s
Contribution
Dr. Breen is Lecturer in Food Chain
Management at University College, Dublin.
His research interests are predominately in
the areas of farm-level modeling and the
impact of alternative agricultural and
environmental policies on Irish farmers.
He completed his PhD in Agricultural
Economics at the University of Missouri.
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Dr. Tim Allister – Presentation title:
Managing Environmental Issues Related
to Livestock
Dr. Allister is Principal Research Scientist
in Ruminant Microbiology, Nutrition and
Biotechnology at the Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada Research Centre in
Lethbridge, AB. He has presented on
greenhouse gas emission in Australia,
Canada, Japan, New Zealand, and Norway.
He received his PhD from the University of
Guelph in rumen microbiology and
nutrition.

International Webinar

December 16, 2014
RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University

Manitoba’s Amalgamated Rural Region:
A Step Forward?
Webinar was delivered in coordination
with the Rural Policy Learning Commons
and the Alberta Centre for Sustainable
Rural Communities.
Presenter: Dr. Bill Ashton
Dr. Bill Ashton continues to advance
research and discourse on public policy,
with particular interest in policy
development processes. He is currently
active with topics of immigration,
welcoming communities, and economic
development in rural, northern and remote
areas. He received in PhD from the
University of New Brunswick.
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International Webinar

February 9, 2015

RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University
Dirt Roads and Highways: Reforming
Governance and Government in Alberta
Webinar was delivered in coordination
with the Rural Policy Learning Commons
and the Alberta Centre for Sustainable
Rural Communities.
Presenters: Dr. Lars Hallstrom and Naomi
Finseth
Dr. Lars Hallstrom is Director of the Alberta
Centre for Sustainable Rural Communities.
The Centre is charged with linking research,
outreach and education capacity of the
University of Alberta. His research focuses
on comparative environmental policy, and
particularly on the intersection of politics,
science, and public policy.
Naomi Finseth works for the Alberta Centre
for Sustainable Rural Communities at the
University of Alberta, Augustana Campus in
both a research and administrative role. Her
research areas include effects of provincial
devolution on rural municipalities in Alberta,
municipal governance reform, and land use
planning in Alberta. She anticipates starting a
Masters in Political Science in the fall of 2015.

International Webinar

February 23, 2014

Presenters: Dr. Bruno Jean and Dr. Bill Reimer
Dr. Bruno Jean is a Canada Research Chair
(Tier 1) in Rural Development at L’Université
du Québec à Rimouski. He was the first
Scientific Director of the inter-university
research group at the Centre de Recherche
sur le Développement Territorial. His areas
of specialization and research include the
New Rural Economy, rurality, rural
development of marginalized regions, family
farming, rural policy, and rural governance.
He contributed to the OECD Quebec rural
policy review and published a paper in a
recent OECD book on rural innovation.
Dr. Bill Reimer is a Professor Emeritus at
Concordia University in Montréal and
Adjunct Professor at Brandon University.
He is the Director of the Rural Policy
Learning Commons (http://rplc-capr.ca),
a 7-year international partnership of more
than 90 researchers, policy-makers,
practitioners, and organizations interested
in rural and northern issues. From 1997 to
2008 he directed a Canadian national
research project on the New Rural Economy
which included 13 universities, 35 partners,
and 32 rural communities from all parts of
Canada (http://nre.concordia.ca).
Thanks go to MAFRD, the RPLC, Community
Futures Westman, and Alberta Centre for
Sustainable Rural Communities for
supporting the webinars and workshops.

RDI, McMaster Complex
Brandon University
Québec’s Approach to Regional
Development: An Historical Perspective
Webinar was delivered in coordination
with the Rural Policy Learning Commons.
Rural Development Institute 2014-2015 Annual Report
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T&L

Teaching and Learning
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International Comparative
Rural Policy Studies Program
The 2014 summer institute was hosted by
the Autonomous University of the State of
Mexico. Thirty graduate students and 19
faculty participated in the two-week
institute. In addition to classroom
discussions and lectures, field excursions
were made to fish production farm,
Mexican Government Agriculture Institute,
and a Community-based Forestry project.

The 12th Annual International Comparative
Rural Policy (ICRPS) Summer Institute will
be co-hosted by University College Dublin,
the National University of Ireland, Galway,
and Teagasc, the Irish Agriculture and Food
Development Authority. Over the course of
the Institute’s two-week program,
participants will explore and study this
year’s policy themes: agriculture and food
systems, coastal economies and ecosystem
services, regional development, social
structure and change, and governance.
These themes reflect, in part, the rural
circumstances and challenges unique to
Ireland, but offer participants an intensive
program to share and compare learning,
insights and experiences around these
issues.
RDI will assist at least 2 graduate students
to attend, and Bill Ashton will participate as
faculty contributing lectures and engaging
in group discussions.

RDI’s contingent at the 2014 ICRPS Institute
hosted by the Universidad Autónoma del
Estado de Mexico included Bill Ashton, RDI
Director, Raymond Thomson, RDI
Researcher, and Subinuer Aizimujiang, MRD
student. Respecting ICRPS’s commitment to
shared learning, Bill Ashton offered two
presentations: “Innovation strategies for
rural Manitoba”, and “Developing crown
forest policy: a public and private affair.”
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The Summer Institute will be convened by
the University College Dublin in Dublin and
the National University of Ireland, Galway,
on Ireland’s west coast.
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ICRPS Consortium Members
Brandon University
Norwegian Agricultural Economics
Research
Institute in partnership with the
Norwegian University of Life
Sciences

International Comparative
Rural Policy Studies Summer Institute
University College Dublin, Ireland
June 21 - July 4, 2015
For further information about the 2015
Institute, email Dr. James Breen,
Coordinator: icrps2015@ucd.ie
More information on ICRPS is available at

Oregon State University

http://www.icrps.com

Universidad Autònoma de
Barcelona

Thanks go to MAFRD for providing support
to enable students to attend.

Université du Québec à Rimouski
University of Guelph
University of Highlands and Islands
University of Missouri
Universidad Autónoma del Estado
de México
University College Dublin
University of Alaska – Fairbanks
Tuskegee University
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Looking Ahead
to 2015-2016

47

New Models and Ideas
Welcoming Newcomers
Research regarding retention strategies continues to show
relevance, as does the WISR model – Welcoming and
Inviting newcomers, Settling them, and Retaining them by
integrating these new members into all aspects of the rural
community. New research in this vein suggests that
partnerships are central for supporting Settlement Service
Providers so a broader suite of services and programs can be
made available in more rural communities.

Defining Rural as Place-based
Research on Self-contained Labour Areas (SLAs) helped
define possible new rural places and offers one approach to
address rural areas with declining populations. The hard
work ahead for such areas involves gaining some size
(particularly population) to help turn the tide toward
becoming stronger and more able to pursue growth –
economical, social, and environmental.

Rural Broadband Strategy
This strategy continues to explore dimensions of an earlier
research into an Integrated Action Framework (Ashton and
Gerard, 2013), which explored how rural communities are
advantaged by playing a vital stakeholder role in extending
and enhancing broadband access and utilization. Doctoral
candidate at the University of Galway and MRD alumnus,
Wayne Kelly, is examining this stakeholder role by
developing an international and comparative study of rural
youth’s access and use of broadband.
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Transition of Rural Business Ownership
RDI’s research efforts have resulted in a self-funded
initiative by the Southwest Regional Development
Corporation. They have held 4 major events, gave an award
to a company for commencing the preparation of a
succession plan, and are in the process of developing online
content with Keystone Agriculture Producers for young
farmers. RDI has worked with Algonquin College to explore
how trades training and seminars on rural development can
be linked to rural entrepreneurism.

Commercializing Rural Innovation
RDI has identified key components of how ideas are the fuel
to growth and prosperity in the food processing industry.
RDI examined three very diverse food processors and have
discerned keys aspects of commercializing innovation.
Adding more cases will turn these preliminary findings into
a more valid model and identify suggested strategies.

Resources for Growth Strategies
in Rural Communities
The emerging model from recent RDI’s research suggests
population growth in rural communities result from
undertaking more initiatives for retaining and attracting
people, attracting new businesses, and pursuing regional
cooperation. These require using social and political capital,
but also for declining communities to shift away from a
reliance on built, natural, and cultural capitals. More efforts
on evaluation are needed to see what is working and what
is not, especially when dealing with limited resources in
rural areas.
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Promising Applied Research Method
Based on Diversity
RDI’s recent research points to the successful qualitative
research methods. This method is critical for projects with
limited funding and time, yet carries with them high
expectations for trustworthy results both by those
participating in the study and those wanting to inform
public policy. This new model seeks to strengthen findings
by validating results across many different stakeholders and
by drawing on a sample that is purposefully very diverse.
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Events
10th OECD Rural Development Conference
Memphis, TN – May 19-21, 2015
Rural Policy Learning Commons
Co-hosts pre-conference session – May 18, 2015
International Comparative Rural Policy Studies Summer Institute
University College Dublin, Ireland – June 21 - July 4, 2015
www.icrps.org
Students in Brandon University’s Master of Rural Development program
will have an opportunity to participate in the two-week summer institute.
More information on ICRPS is available at www.ICRPS.com.
Canadian Rural Revitalization Foundation
27th Annual Conference
Prince Edward Island – September 16-19, 2015.
www.pei2015.crrf.ca
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RDI Team
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William (Bill) Ashton, Ph.D.
Director
Phone: 204-571-8513
Email: ashtonw@brandonu.ca

Rachael Pettigrew, Ph.D.
Researcher
Phone: 204-291-8370
Email: pettigrewr@brandonu.ca

Eileen Silvius
Administrative Assistant
Phone: 204-571-8515
Email: silviuse@brandonu.ca

Lonnie Patterson, MRD
Researcher
Phone: 204-571-8551
Email: pattersonl@brandonu.ca

Greg Bartlett
Student Research Assistant
Phone: 204-571-8515
Email: gbartlett.bu@gmail.com

Yakub Adediran
Community Outreach Coordinator
Phone: 204-571-8585
Email: outreach@brandonu.ca

Gary McNeely, Ph.D.
B.A. (Specialist), M.A., Ph.D.
Researcher
Phone: 204-727-7300
Email: mcneelyg@brandonu.ca

Sarah Woods, MRD
Student Research Assistant
Phone: 204-571-8521
Email: woodss@brandonu.ca

Gillian Richards, Ph.D.
Researcher
Phone: 204-571-8554
Email: richardsgi@brandonu.ca

Xanthe Zarry, M.E.S.
Researcher
Email: zarryx@brandonu.ca

Eleni Helen Galatsanou, M.Sc.
Researcher
Phone: 204-571-8552
Email: galatsanouh@brandonu.ca
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Appendix

RDI’s Inception and Achievements*
*These four panels formed the backdrop to Dr. Ashton’s presentation at the President’s Lunch hosted by Dr. Gervan Fearon.
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Insight

Action | Foresight | innovAte

Wednesday, October 25, 1989
saw the grand opening of Brandon
University’s Rural Development
Institute. It took courage to declare
rural as worthy of investigation.

Motion: that the Board of
Governors approve in
principle the establishment
of a Rural Development

Jack Penner was elected in 1988 and

the honourable
Jack Penner

Dr. John Mallea
President emeritus
S.J. McKee Archives

Institute at Brandon

served as the MLA for Emerson until 2007.
In 1988, he was appointed the Minister of
Natural Resources and moved into the role
of Minister of Rural Development in 1989.
It was as Minister of Rural Development that
Mr. Penner signed the agreement between
the Government of Manitoba and Brandon
University to establish Rural Development
Institute, including funding for operations
and projects.

University and that the

Dr. John Mallea is President Emeritus

Development Fund.

at Brandon University and served as
the President and Vice-Challencellor
of Brandon University from 1985 until
1990. It was during his time as President
that the Brandon University Senate
made the decision to enact the policy
and administration framework for Rural
Development Institute. After his time at
Brandon University, Mr. Mallea continued
his work in the education field.

funding for the Institute be
requested from the
Manitoba Universities

thursday, July 16, 1987,
open session minutes of the Board of governors

“Spread public sector
around, gov’t. urged”
The Carillon,
March 22, 1989

“A new agenda for
rural Manitoba”
The Carillon,
March 22, 1989
“The RDI” - Brandon Sun,
August 12, 1988

“Now is the time to ease
inequities, officials told”
The Carillon,
March 22, 1989

“University approves
research program”
Brandon Sun,
July 17, 1987

sPeciAl thAnks

56

AnD All the stAkeholDers who suPPorteD the rurAl DeveloPMent institute.
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Foresight

innovatE | insight | action

Taking the long view by supporting
rural and related research by
establishing a course of studies for
a Masters in Rural Development at
Brandon University.

“

”

Growing rural researchers is part of our job.

Bill ashton, Ph.D.
Rural Development Institute, Brandon University

international comparative Rural Policy studies - 11 summer institutes

2011

Ås, norway

2004

2006

Brandon University
(canada)

University of guelph
(canada)

2010

oregon state
University
(Usa)

2005

2009

University of
highlands and
islands
(scotland)

2012

concordia
University, Montreal
(canada)

2008

University of
Missouri-columbia
(Usa)

Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven
(Belgium)

2013

Bertinoro, italy

2007

Universitat autònoma
de Barcelona
(spain)

2014

Universidad
autonoma del Estado
de Mexico, toluca
(Mexico)

INTERNATIONAL COMPARATIVE RURAL POLICIES STUDIES

Rural Development network
Department of Rural Development-Faculty
Dr. Robert Annis,
Adjunct Professor

Dr. Ken Beesley,
Professor

Dr. Doug Ramsey,
Professor

Dr. William (Bill) Ashton,
Director, RDI

Dr. Ken Bessant,
Associate Professor

Dr. Bill Reimer,
Adjunct Professor

Yakub Adediran,
Outreach Coordinator

Eleni (Helen) Galatsanou,
Researcher

Rachael Pittigrew,
Researcher

William (Bill) Ashton,
Director

Alida Grelowski,
Graphic Artist

Gillian Richards,
Researcher

Greg Bartlett,
Student Research Assistant

Gary McNeely,
Researcher

Eileen Silvius,
Administrative Assistant

Wayne Kelly,
Researcher

Immaculate Nabisere,
Research Assistant

Xanthe Zarry,
Researcher

Robert Annis,
Rural Development Institute

Tom Carter,
University of Winnipeg

Fran Racher,
School of Health Studies

Ken Beesley,
Department of
Rural Development

David Douglas,
University of Guelph

Doug Ramsey,
Department of Rural
Development

Dr. Wilder Robles,
Assistant Professor

RDI Team

Research Affiliates

Ken Bessant,
Department of
Rural Development
Ray Bollman,
Rural Development Institute
Jill Bucklaschuk,
Rural Development Institute

sPEciaL thanKs

Barbara Fgellner,
Department of Psychology
Ryan Gibson,
Saint Mary’s University
Terrence McGonigle,
Department of Biology
George Penfold,
Community Planning and
Development Consultant

graduate students
Current Graduate Students

Meir Seraty,
Department of Political Science
Ray Silvius,
University of Winnipeg
Balfour Spence,
Applied Disaster and
Emergency Studies

Yakub Adediran
Subinuer Aizimujiang
Michael Blatherwick
Audrey Cook

Lorna French
Sarah Hoffman
Emmanuel Okoh
Noordin Omar

Master of Rural Development - Graduates
2014
Ian Grant
John Lovell
Immaculate Nabisere
Derrick Turner
Matt Grills
2013
Paige McDougall
Amanda McGregor
2012
Ian Shanghvi
Janielle Brooks Smith
Allister Cuksey
Jenny Rockett
2011
Sean Irwin
2010
Betty Kelly

Graduate Diploma
2011
Patience Skinner

2010
Marlyce Shangreaux
2006
Devron Kobluk

2009
Lynn Ferguson
Ruth Mealy
Abayomi Oredebe
Lonnie Patterson
2008
Wayne Kelly
2007
Keith Edmunds
Aldin Foye
Clive Lovett
Brad McKenzie
Alison Moss

Eugene Parry
Julia Stonemen-Sinclair
Kevin Tacan
Sarah Woods

Laine Mosset
Martina Polo
Margaret Tarleton
Lidia Van Zyl
2005
Yang Cong
Ryan Gibson
Lori Gould
Robert Walberg
2004
Lyndenn Behm
Stuart Harvey
Deatra Walsh

2006
Brian Kayes
Osayamno Idehen
Alex Martin
Anisa Zehtab-Martin

2003
Mark Matiasek
Michael Pellicciotti

Beverly Kwon

Yihe Chen
Jacqueline Daniels
Jill Hannah-Kayes

2005
Bob Curle
2004
Karen Black
Wendy Blackwell

2002
Charlene Gulak

anD aLL thE staKEhoLDERs who sUPPoRtED thE RURaL DEvELoPMEnt institUtE.
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Innovate

InsIgHt | aCtIon | FoResIgHt

Build and strengthen a network

Rural Policy
learning Commons

of partners to support rural
development with applied research,
knowledge, dissemination and

rplc-capr.ca

learning - within a growing number
of countries around the world.

Université‚ du
Québec en abitibitÉmiscamingue
lakehead
University

Rural
secretariat, nl

University
College Dublin

University of
saskatchewan

University of
northern British
Columbia

newcastle
University

Concordia
University

Manitoba
agriculture,
Food and Rural
Development

Canadian Rural
Health Research
society

University of
alaska Fairbanks

Inverness
College UHI

Universita di
Bologna

Canadian Rural
Research network

Brandon
University

Dalhousie University
Memorial
University

simon Fraser
University
solidarité‚ Rurale
du Québec

aCUns association of
Canadian Universities
for northern studies

saint Mary’s
University

selkirk
College

oregon state
University

Rural ontario
Institute
Community
First: Impacts
of Community
engagement

University of
Missouri
University
of guelph

Universidad
autonoma del
estado de Mexico

“

“

We are building an international network to support rural
revitalization using applied research, collaborative learning,
and knowledge exchange.

”

Universitat
autonoma
de Barcelona

Centre de
rechereche sur le
développement
territorial

Canadian Rural
Revitalization
Foundation

Rural Policy
Research Institute
(RUPRI)

Sharing ideas, policies, and practices across OECD countries helps
inform discussions and shape decisions as we engage in making a
difference in Canada and around the globe.

”

Heather Duncan, Ph.D.
Brandon University

Bill Reimer, Ph.D.
Concordia University

RDI Papers and Presentations

14

9

22
MB

5 Year Total

CDN
worlD

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

ManItoBa

CanaDa

RDI Hosts Policy Innovators 2009-2013
Dr. Ray Bollman
Retired editor of Statistics Canada Rural and
Small Town Analysis Bulletin and past chair of
OECD Working Party on Territorial Indicators

Mark Cabaj
President of the consulting company
From Here to There and an Associate of
Tamarack – An Institute for Community
Engagement

Charles Conteh

Prof. John Martin
Centre for sustainable Regional Communities
La Trobe University Bendigo, Australia

anisa Zehtab Martin

Dr linda Price
Queens University Belfast

Professor Emeritus in the Department of Sociology
and Anthropology at Concordia University in
Montréal and an Adjunct professor, Department of
Rural Development, Brandon University

Brendan Reimer
Regional Coordinator Canadian
Community Economic Development
Network based in Winnipeg

Dr. Peter Dehne

Dan Mazier

Josh sebastian

Vice-President of Keystone Agriculture
Producers (KAP)

Philomena De lima

Dr. terence Mcgonigle

University of the Highlands and Island:
Centre for Remote and Rural Studies

Department of Biology,
Brandon University

Eastern Ontario Warden Caucus (EOWC),
Community and Stakeholder Relation Officer

Jason greenall

Dr. Megan McKenzie

Ian shanghvi

Wayne Kelly
Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University

Dr. samuel trosow

*Other including Carl Cunningham, Wayne Digby, Roger Haynes, and Laurence Lafond

sPeCIal tHanKs

Assistant Professor in the Faculty of
Kinesiology and Recreation Studies at
University of Manitoba

After months of research and development, RDI defined a three-year business succession initiative
for the Southwest Regional Development Corporation (SRDC). The innovation filled an industry-wide
gap by hosting sessions for mission-critical business owners – grocery stores, hardware stores and
gas stations in rural communities.

Tapping Into Rural Innovation

Built upon the assets for the southwest – people, infrastructure, and producers – this strategy aids
processes of adapting and adopting innovation, such as improving prototyping with beef producers.

Dr. Helen Hambly odame

Dr. Jacquelyn oncescu

Working with Manitoba Local Government, RDI calculated new boundaries for over a 100 rural
municipalities utilizing a new concept by Statistics Canada regarding self-contained labour areas.
This model has also been discussed with Citizen and Immigration Canada in relation to defining
preliminary boundaries of rural regions forming local immigration partnerships.

lisa severson

Research Assistant,
Rural Development Institute
Brandon University

Dr. lars Hallstrom
Director of the Alberta Centre for
Sustainable Rural Communities,
University of Alberta

Chair of the Canadian Agriculture and
Rural Extension Society’s (CARES)
International Development Committee

President of Rural Roots Food Cooperative
in Boissevain, MB.

School of Environmental Design and Rural
Development University of Guelph

Place-Based Rural Governance

Business Succession/Continuity

University of Applied Sciences
Neubrandenburg

Executive Director of the Manitoba
Cooperative Association

The WISR model – Welcoming involves Inviting Immigrants, Settling them, and Retaining them
through inclusion and integration activities – formed the basis for new synergies and networks among
stakeholders in the Westman region and beyond.

Bill Reimer

Researcher,
Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University

Vera goussaert

RDI’s new Models & Ideas
Welcoming Newcomers

Associate Professor in the
Department of Political Science,
Brock University

Acting Manager, Strategic Policy and
Intergovernmental Affairs in the Sustainable
Resource and Policy Management Branch

58

Cheryl Krostewitz
Cooperative Development Advisor
and Fund Administrator at Manitoba
Cooperative Association

WoRlD

Rural Broadband Strategy
University of Western Ontario, Faculty of
Information & Media Studies & Faculty of Law

Dr. nick Wilding
A fellow of Human Ecology in Scotland, his research
interests span action research, community resilience
and organizational transformation. He is a community
development worker, University lecturer, group facilitator
and designer of learning networks

Bryan osborne

Robert Vineberg

Associate International Institute for
Sustainable Development

Director General of Canadian
Immigration and Citizenship Prairies
and Northern Territories Region

The Integrated Action Framework for rural broadband begins with a multi-year demonstration to
facilitate community capacity building in underserved rural communities, beginning in Manitoba.

CED Tools for Practitioners

Working with economic development specialists, RDI set out to inventory tools and processes to
improve the effectiveness of CED. With practitioners, RDI invented a Choice Matrix, an online,
searchable database of over 200 tools, strategies and practices.

Trees and Beef

By adopting the fundamentals of social marketing, RDI, with multiple partners are examining ways to
introduce treed shelter belts to prairie beef producers. Reducing greenhouse gases is but one result
from this multi-year project.

anD all tHe staKeHolDeRs WHo sUPPoRteD tHe RURal DeVeloPMent InstItUte.
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Action

Foresight | innovate | insight

Foster discussion, share knowledge,
and improve practices all aimed at
effective policy and implementation

200 plus peer-reviewed articles since 2005, the Journal
“ With
is attracting authors and readers from around the globe.
”

with multiple impacts over the short
and longer terms.

Doug ramsey, Ph.D.
Editor of Journal of Rural and Community Development

Christiane von reiChert

JrCD authors & Countries
2002-2014
kevin M stoLariCk

Memorial University of
Newfoundland, NFLD, Canada

trevor brooks

St. Mary’s University,
NS, Canada

University of Victoria,
BC, Canada

York University,
ON, Canada

niLes reDDiCk

Keewaytinook Okimakanak,
ON, Canada

Department of Agricultural Economics,
Michael Okpara University of
Agriculture, Nigeria

WenDy D. DuggLeby
Lars k. haLLstroM
MiChaeL b MCnaLLy
oLive yonge

LiLy DeMigLio
sarah DykeMan
sharon kaasaLainen
McMaster University, ON, Canada

Joko Mariyono
The World Vegetable Centre,
Taiwan

anthony s. rausCh

anDreW arbuthnott
erika anna knobbLoCk
Lars Larsson

WiLLiaM ashton

University of Lethbridge, AB, Canada

Rural Development Institute,
Brandon University, MB,Canada

DaviD storey
University of Worcester, UK

suDiksha Joshi
saM zizzi

Christina nobLe

aiLeen stoCkDaLe
Queen’s University, Belfast, UK

Jesse abraMs

CLarissa J hughes

Jen a CLeary

Emerson College, USA

Charles Darwin University, Australia

raCheL ChaPMan
University of Western Australia,
Australia

JeFFrey JaCQue
South Dakota State University,
USA

abeL Duarte aLonso

Dick G Winchell, Eastern
Washington University,
USA

MaribeL n MoJiCa
Alcorn State University, USA

harry Donkers

Dean Carson

Centre for Rural Health and
Community Development,
University of South Australia, Australia

neJeM raheeM

Université du Québec à Rimouski,
QC, Canada

Debbie haski-LeventhaL

Edith Cowan University, Australia

thekLa kainz

Centre for Social Impact,
University of New South Wales,
Australia

gina k thornburg

Independent Researcher,
Canada

george Ferreira

Fiona hasLaM
MCkenzie
Curtin University, Australia

susan L Murray

Community Ingenuity,
ON, Canada

bruno Jean

Charles Darwin University,
Australia

New Mexico State University,
USA

Queen’s University,
ON, Canada

Missouri University of Science
& Technology, USA

University of Manitoba,
MB, Canada

anDreW J tayLor

University of Tasmania, Australia

CarLa barbieri
University of Missouri, USA

susan L WiLson

a. sCott Carson

neLson P rogers
karen graCe DyCk

Newcastle University, United
Kingdom (UK)

University of New England, Australia

Kansas State University, USA

Wright State University, USA

University of Oregon, USA

Pierre beauDreau
Peter a Johnson
McGill University, QC,
Canada

1,000

University of Gloucestershire, UK

Jane atterton

anthony sorensen
gina k thornburg

greg g hoMan

MiCheLe J MCintosh
Trent University, ON, Canada

Downloads/Month
to 38 Countries

brian iLbery
DaMian Maye

University of Aberdeen, UK,
Scotland

Macalester College, USA

University of Ottawa, ON, Canada

Doug raMsey

Linköping University, Sweden

Darren P sMith
Loughborough University, UK

West Virgina University, USA

hoLLy barCus

steWart Fast
PauL heintzMan
JaCQuie onCesCu
renate M. sanDer-regier

Brandon University, MB, Canada

Per assMo

niCk J evans
CLare Perkins

saMan JanaranJana
herath banDara

greg g hoMan
Wright State University, USA

University of Waterloo,
ON, Canada

CarMen P. MoMbourQuette

Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences, Sweden

University of Worcester, UK

JiLL k. CLark
Ohio State University, USA

Wilfrid Laurier University, ON, Canada

suzanne ainLey
Meghan shannon

CeCiLia WaLDenströM

MiCheaL WooDs
Aberystwyth University, UK

University of California,
Davis, USA

PresCott C. ensign
staCey C. WiLson-Forsberg
brenDa Lee MurPhy

Athabasca University,
Alberta, Canada

Rimisp-Latin American Center for
Rural Development, Chile

Umeå University, Sweden

Gustavus Adolphus College,
USA

Hirosaki University, Japan

bob barnetson

JuLio a. berDegué

University of Ghana,
Ghana (Africa)

huaLou Long
Institute of Geographic Sciences and
Natural Resources Research, Chinese
Academy, China

CoLLeen C hiner

University of Alberta, AB, Canada

University of Chittagong,
Bangladesh

oLivia a. t. F kWaPong

ryan bergstroM

Rural Development
Institute

Ryerson University,
ON, Canada

Milburn, Ontario

taPan kuMar nath

JuDe ChukWuDi nWaru

Clemson University, USA

University of Florida, USA

published by

reza raJabiun

Lee-anne s.

University of Northern
British Columbia, BC, Canada

MattheW D. hughes

eLizabeth b. boLton

JournaL
oF ruraL anD
CoMMunity
DeveLoPMent

Penny CarPenter

CLaire suLLivan
Ontario Tourism Education
Council, ON

Mary Lou keLLey
School of Social Work,
Lakehead University, ON, Canada

greg haLseth
PatriCk Maher
Catherine noLin
Laura M ryser

gunther bensCh

University of Kentucky, USA
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural
College, USA

Lakehead University, ON, Canada

Lea thuot
Vancouver Island University,
BC, Canada

noeL g asiones
University of Santo Tomas,
Philippines

University of Oslo, Norway

Rheinisch-Westfälisches Institut für
Wirtschaftsforschung, Germany

Statistics Canada, Ottawa,
ON, Canada

Deatra e WaLsh

Eastern Mediterranean University,
Cyprus

gro b. Ween

University of the West Indies,
Barbados, West Indies

sabrina L WaLsh
PatriCk h kitzMan

hugh MiLLWarD

PauL a Peters
WiLLiaM r. horne
MireLLa L stroink
eLaine C WiersMa
izabeLa a. WozniCzka

University of Vienna, Austria

habib aLiPour

Researcher, CIRAD, France

WenDy ann P isaaC
JuDith C. soares

g. Jason JoLLey

LesLie a beneCki

MiCheL DuLCire

Cemagref, France

Coastal Carolina Community
College, USA

Iowa State University, USA

zeLDa abraMson

Kingston Community Health
Centres, ON, Canada

Simon Fraser University,
BC, Canada

nathan bennett
bonnie J LeaDbeater

eLisabeth öFner
(oeFner)

International Center for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas
(ICARDA), Ethiopia

Makerere University, Uganda

University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, USA

University of Guelph,
ON, Canada

girMa tesFahun kassie

gro b. Ween
University of Oslo, Norway

Carsten Mann

Western Carolina University,
USA

Acadia University, NS, Canada

Freya kristensen

Mzumbe University, Dar es Salaam
Campus College, Tanzania

haroon sseguya

terry L. besser
MoniCa a haDDaD
susan L. braDbury

Dalhousie University,
NS, Canada

ataharuL ChoWDhury
aLiCe ng
John sMithers

PrisCiLLa CLark
Department of Health and
Human Services, USA

Megan henLy

sanDra s grunWeLL

JeFF karabanoW

WoLFgang P DePner

Lisbon University Institute,
Portugal

FLora LuCas kessy

University of New Hampshire,
USA

University of Saskatchewan,
SK, Canada

UBC-Okanagan, BC, Canada

renato MigueL CarMo

Finnmark University College,
Norway

University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences, USA

Laurent ahiabLaMe
Dept. of Agricultural and
Biological Engineering, Purdue
University, USA

Rural Research Centre,
Nova Scotia Agricultural College;
School for Resource,
NS, Canada

aLex Martin
Independent Scholar, Canada

African Institute of Cooperate
Citizenship, Malawi

sveinung eikeLanD

nanCy J greer-WiLLiaMs

Frank L FarMer
University of Arkansas, USA

ken J stevens

Mary eLLen anDreWs
keLLy L Penz
CheryL WiLLiaMs

University of Greenland,
Nuuk, Greenland

noeL sangoLe

Montana State University,
Billings, USA

Dianne e. Looker
Mount Saint Vincent University,
NS, Canada

Louise hanavan

CharLes Conteh
ryan PLuMMer

DanieL baker
University of Vermont, USA

stePhen L eLiason

University of Alaska Anchorage, USA

Martin Prosperity Institute,
Rotman School, University of Toronto,
ON, Canada

Brock University, ON, Canada

kLaus georg hansen

Department of Geography,
The University of Montana, USA

stePhanie L Martin
heather e huDson

Kansas State University, USA

IMC University of Applied
Sciences Krems, Australia

guy robinson

Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food & Rural Affairs, ON, Canada

University of South Australia,
Australia

rural sociology

economy

global oil industry companies

agritourism

rural housing

resource towns

regional policy

identity

adaptation

housing

foreign investment

Indigenous communities

Public policy

policy analysis

resource development

last-chance tourism

Community-Based Participatory Research
economic growth civic agriculture

ethno-cultural communities

sustainability
boomtowns

ethnography

retirement

social welfare

community adjustment political

integrated approach

shale energy

governance

rural geography

agricultural cooperatives

rural-urban
perceptions

natural resources

Supply Chain Analysis
farm enterprise
rural and resource-based communities animal geographies

Indigenous demography

protected areas

infrastructure
community capacity development

temporary migration
rural tourism

community cohesion

neo-industrialisation

subsistence

diversification

Canada

health and social services

action

well-being

agricultural education
health indicators
Information communication technologies
knowledge-practices gender bias information and communication technologies
Mobility heritage rural economic and community impacts
socio-economic development
under-served communities
growth pole strategies
partnerships nature tourism

Northern Territory

comparative research

Indigenous migration

restructuring

agriculture

rural health teamwork
Indigenous mobility
innovation rights

social disruption

community women globalization

forestry

regional impacts

demography

agrotourism

JrCD article topics

communication rural well-being

implementation

participatory action research
liquid natural gas

life expectancy
performance analysis

decision-making

economic development

Publications
agricultural and rural restructuring group (1987-1991)
stimulating rural economies
for the 2000s, Proceedings
of the arrg rural economic
Conference.
Apedaile, L.P. (1992).
restructuring industrial
Production and tradeable
services in rural Canada
in the 1990s.
Rounds, R.C. (1993).
stimulating rural economies
for the 2000s: the Challenge
for rural Manufacturing and
tradable services.
Fuller, A.M. & Rounds, R.C.
(1993).

sPeCiaL thanks

the structure, theory and
Practice of Partnerships in
rural Development.
Rounds, R.C. (1993).
Development strategies for
rural Canada: evaluating
Partnerships, Jobs, and
Communities.
Reimer, Bill & Young, Grace.
(1994).
towards a Whole rural Policy
for Canada. agriculture and
rural restructuring group.
(1994).

Canadian rural revitalization Foundation (1991-present)
Women in agriculture.
Shaver, Fran. (1996).
a stake in the north: Papers on
Mining, Forestry and remote
tourism employment.
Bollman, Ray D. (1997).
naFta and the new rural
economy international
Perspectives.
Rounds, R.C. (1998).
Local Development in Quebec.
Bollman, Ray D. (1998).

rural employment: an
international Perspective.
Bollman, Ray D. & Bryden, J.
(1997).
Changing rural institutions.
Rounds, R.C. (1997).
revitalization: Fate or Choice
(e-book) Apedaile

rural Development institute
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