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The Rural Development Institute is celebrating 25 years as an applied 
research centre at Brandon University in 2014. In recognition of this 
anniversary, the Institute has commissioned a series of eleven Factsheets 
by Dr. Ray Bollman of Statistics Canada (ret.) that are available no charge 
on the RDI website (http://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/25th/).  

These factsheets tell the story of rural Manitoba 
against the backdrop of Canada by covering topics 
related to changes to rural demographics and the 
rural economy. Each factsheet is between 2-6 
pages in length and focuses on key data including 
information context and statistical highlights. 

The eleven factsheets are: 

•	Rural Population Size and Change
•	Components of Population Change
•	Patterns of Job Growth and Decline
•	Working Age Population
•	Aboriginal Population
•	 Immigrant Arrivals
•	Agricultural Price Change
•	GDP in Agriculture and Food Processing
•	GDP by Sector in Non-Metro
•	Non-Metro Employment Patterns
•	 Intentions to Build in Non-Metro

The Rural Development Institute, which was 
established by Brandon University in 1989, 
functions as a not-for-profit research and 
development organization designed to promote, 
facilitate, coordinate, initiate and conduct 
multi-disciplinary academic and applied 
research on rural issues. The Institute provides 
an interface between academic research efforts 
and the community by acting as a conduit of 
rural research information and by facilitating 
community involvement in rural development. 
RDI projects are characterized by cooperative 
and collaborative efforts of multi-stakeholders. 
http://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/ 
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What is rural?Rural is density and distance to density – specifically, 

low population density and / or a long distance to 

population density1. If you live in a low population 

density place which is a long distance from a high 

population density place, you are ‘really’ rural.

The typical first question in a rural policy discussion is 

– what is Manitoba’s rural population?

The objective of this factsheet is to document the size 

and change in Manitoba’s rural population.

The choice of a definition of rural should be based on 

the issue being discussed2. If regional economic 

development is being considered, then geographic 

units larger than a community should be classified as 

‘urban’ or ‘rural’. For community issues, smaller 

geographic units should be classified as ‘urban’ or ‘rural’.

Findings
Data is available for various measures of ‘rurality’ (i.e. 

level of density and distance to density).

For many economic development discussions, 

analysts distinguish between the population living in or 

having access to agglomeration economies3 and the 

population living outside the reach of an agglomerated 

economy. To make this distinction, we present data for 

metro and non-metro4 areas in Manitoba.

Manitoba’s non-metro population was 489 thousand in 

2012, up from 450 thousand in 1996 (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Manitoba’s non-metro population reached 

489 thousand in 2012

The population in non-metro areas has increased in 

each year from 1996 to 2012 (The height of the bar in 

Figure 2 shows the size of the year-to-year percent 

change in population. Note that the non-metro data is 

positive in each year.) Non-metro growth was larger 

than metro growth in three years (1997, 2005 and 

2006) and lower than metro growth in the other 13 

years shown in Figure 2.4. Statistics Canada defines a Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) (or ‘metro’) as having a total 

population of 100,000 or more and includes all the surrounding towns and municipalities where 

50% or more of the employed residents commute to the CMA. Winnipeg is the only CMA in 

Manitoba. See Appendix B for detailed definitions. 

highlights• In 2012, Manitoba’s non-metro population (outside the 

metropolitan area of Winnipeg) was 489 thousand, up 

from 450 thousand in 1996.
• In 2012, 40% of Manitobans lived in a non-metro area, 

higher than the 30% share at the Canada-level. 

• Manitoba’s non-metro population has grown in each 

year since 1996.• Non-metro areas have maintained 40% of Manitoba’s 

population since 1991, due to periods when the non-

metro population grew more than Manitoba’s metro 

population.• From 2006 to 2011 within non-metro Manitoba, strong 

growth occurred in the smaller cities, in areas adjacent 

to cities and in northern areas. This replicates the 

general pattern across Canada.

Bollman, ray d., & ashton, W. rural development institute, Brandon university, Brandon, Manitoba, July, 2014. 

1. See Reimer, Bill and Ray D. Bollman. (2010) “Understanding Rural Canada: Implications 

for Rural Development Policy and Rural Planning Policy.” Chapter 1 in David J.A. Douglas 

(ed.) Rural Planning and Development in Canada. (Toronto: Nelson Education Ltd.).

2. See du Plessis, Valerie, Roland Beshiri, Ray D. Bollman and Heather Clemenson. (2001) 

“Definitions of Rural.” Rural and Small Town Canada Analysis Bulletin Vol. 3, No. 3 (Ottawa:  

Statistics Canada, Catalogue. no. 21-006-XIE) (http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-

cel?catno=21-006-X&CHROPG=1&lang=eng).

3. “Agglomeration economies” are a benefit to firms and a benefit to workers who locate in an 

agglomerated or metropolitan area. Firms have access to a wide range of specialized trained 

workers and access to a large market. Workers benefit from a wider range of employment 

options for their specialized training and workers are able to learn the nuances of their trade 

by being able to ‘rub shoulders’ with peers. See Alasia, Alessandro. (2005) Skills, Innovation 

and Growth: Key Issues for Rural and Territorial Development: A Survey of the Literature 

(Ottawa: Statistics Canada, Agriculture and Rural Working Paper no. 76, Catalogue no. 21-

601-MIE) (www.statcan.gc.ca/cgi-bin/downpub/listpub.cgi?catno=21-601-MIE).

*Reclassification is not an issue in this time series. These data have been tabulated within the 

2006 boundaries of metro and non-metro.

Source: Statistics Canada. Annual Demographic Statistics. CANSIM Table 051-0001 and 

051-0046 
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HigHligHts

•	 In	eac
h	year	si

nce	the	m
id-2000s

,	there	h
ave	been

	

about	2,
000	imm

igrant	ar
rivals	pe

r	year	in
	the	cens

us	

divisions
	(CDs)	o

utside	W
innipeg.

•	 This	m
ay	be	co

mpared	
to	the	sit

uation	in
	Winnipeg	

where	th
e	numbe

r	of	imm
igrants	h

as	increa
sed	thre

e-

fold	durin
g	the	sam

e	period
.	In	2012

,	the	Winnipeg	

CD	rank
ed	#2	in	

Canada	
in	terms	

immigran
t	arrivals

	

per	capit
a.

•	 In	rece
nt	years,

	there	we
re	about

	750	imm
igrants	p

er	

year	(ab
out	1%	o

f	the	pop
ulation)	a

rriving	in
	CD	#7	

(includes
	Brandon

)	and	ab
out	500	

immigran
ts	per	

year	(un
der	1%	o

f	the	pop
ulation)	a

rriving	in
	CD	#3	

(includes
	Winkler,	M

orden	an
d	Altona

)	and	in	
CD	#2	

(includes
	Steinba

ch).	

•	 For	th
e	latter	t

wo	CDs,
	this	is	a

	decline	
from	a	h

igher	

number	
of	immig

rant	arriv
als	in	the

	mid-200
0s.

Bollman, Ray D., & Ashton, W. Rural Development institute, Brandon University, Brandon, Manitoba, July, 2014. 

WHy iMMigRAnt ARRivAls?

By	abou
t	2030,	t

here	will
	be	fewe

r	births	t
han	dea

ths	

in	Canad
a.	At	tha

t	point,	p
opulatio

n	growth
	will	only

	

occur	via
	internat

ional	imm
igration.

	Commu
nities	

who	wan
t	to	grow

	will	nee
d	to	attra

ct	migra
nts	from

	

elsewhe
re	in	Ca

nada	an
d	/	or	the

y	will	ne
ed	to	att

ract	

immigra
nts.

The	obje
ctive	of	t

his	Fact
sheet	is	

to	docum
ent	the	

number	
of	immig

rant	arriv
als	into	r

ural	Man
itoba.

A	high	le
vel	of	im

migrant	
arrivals	

per	capi
ta	implie

s	

a	relativ
ely	highe

r	deman
d	for	imm

igrant	w
elcoming

	

services
.

An	incre
ase	in	th

e	level	o
f	immigr

ant	arriv
als	impli

es	

a	deman
d	for	inc

reased	s
ervices	t

o	welcom
e	

immigra
nts.

FinDings

In	2012,
	the	num

ber	of	im
migrants

	who	arr
ived	in	

Census	
Division

s	(CDs)	
outside	

the	Winnipeg	
CD	

was	2,09
4	individ

uals	(Fig
ure	1).

Figure 1. Immigra
nt	arriva

ls	outsid
e	Winnipeg	i

n	2012	

were	2,0
94	indivi

duals,	do
wn	from	

3,587	in	
2009

The	num
ber	of	ar

rivals	in	
2012	wa

s	the	4th
	

consecu
tive	year

	of	declin
e	in	imm

igrant	ar
rivals	–	

compare
d	to	the	

high	of	3
,587	arri

vals	in	2
009.	The

	

number	
of	immig

rant	arriv
als	in	the

	CDs	ou
tside	

Winnipeg	
approac

hed	2,00
0	immig

rants	in	
2001	an

d	

has	fluct
uated	ar

ound	2,0
00	immi

grants	p
er	year	

since	tha
t	time.

Howeve
r,	the	nu

mber	of	
immigran

t	arrivals
	in	Winnipeg	

has	incre
ased	fro

m	less	th
an	4,000

	individu
als	in	the

	

late	1990
s	to	over

	12,000	
in	the	las

t	two	yea
rs.

In	2012,
	the	CD	

outside	
Winnipeg	

that	rece
ived	the

	

most	im
migrants

	was	CD
	#7	(incl

udes	Bra
ndon)	w

ith	

767	imm
igrant	ar

rivals	du
ring	the	

year.	Th
e	numbe

r	

has	fluct
uated	ar

ound	75
0	immig

rant	arriv
als	in	the

	

four	yea
rs	from	2

009	to	2
012	(Fig

ure	2).

Figure 2. Top	3	ce
nsus	divi

sions	for
	immigra

nt	arrival
s	

outside	W
innipeg	in

	2012	we
re	CD	#7

,	CD	#3	a
nd	CD	#2

Source:	
Statistic

s	Canad
a.	Annua

l	Demog
raphic	S

tatistics.
	CANSIM

	Table		0
51-0052

	

Annual	d
ata	for	im

migrant	
arrivals	

are	from
	July	1st

	to	June
	30th.

These eleven fact sheets are available for download 
at http://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/25th/.




