
Wednesday, October 25, 1989 

saw the grand opening of Brandon 

University’s Rural Development 

Institute. It took courage to declare 

rural as worthy of investigation.
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Jack Penner was elected in 1988 and 
served as the MLA for Emerson until 2007. 
In 1988, he was appointed the Minister of 
Natural Resources and moved into the role 
of Minister of Rural Development in 1989.  
It was as Minister of Rural Development that 
Mr. Penner signed the agreement between 
the Government of Manitoba and Brandon 
University to establish Rural Development 
Institute, including funding for operations  
and projects.

Dr. John Mallea is President Emeritus 
at Brandon University and served as 
the President and Vice-Challencellor 
of Brandon University from 1985 until 
1990. It was during his time as President 
that the Brandon University Senate 
made the decision to enact the policy 
and administration framework for Rural 
Development Institute. After his time at 
Brandon University, Mr. Mallea continued  
his work in the education field.

The Honourable  
Jack Penner

Motion: that the Board of 
Governors approve in 
principle the establishment 
of a Rural Development 
Institute at Brandon 
University and that the 
funding for the Institute be 
requested from the 
Manitoba Universities 
Development Fund.

Thursday, July 16, 1987,  
Open Session minutes of the Board of Governors

Dr. John Mallea  
President Emeritus

S.J. McKee Archives

“The RDI” - Brandon Sun,  
August 12, 1988

“University approves  
research program”  

Brandon Sun,  
July 17, 1987

“A new agenda for  
rural Manitoba”
The Carillon,  

March 22, 1989

 “Now is the time to ease  
inequities, officials told”

The Carillon,  
March 22, 1989

 “Spread public sector  
around, gov’t. urged”

The Carillon,  
March 22, 1989

Special thanks and all the stakeholders who supported the Rural Development Institute.




