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ABSTRACT

Canada has operated entrepreneur and investor programs to support immigrants’ economic development.
Some programs have had difficulties identifying the best immigrant selection criteria, low interest rates,
fraud, low immigrant retention rates, the administrative burden of monitoring programs, public concerns
about investor programs, and increasing global competition. This webinar provides policy insights and
suggestions to help strengthen entrepreneur and investor immigrants’ role in supporting job creation and
economic growth in Canada. It is based on a report from the Conference Board of Canada’s Summit in
Toronto on Entrepreneur & Investor Immigration on December 6 and 7, 2016. This presentation may also
have rural implications in Entrepreneur and Investor retention in rural Canada.

PRESENTER

Kareem EI- Assal is a Research Associate Il in Education and Immigration Research at
the Conference Board of Canada. He graduated from the University of Toronto (BA)
and Durham University (MA). He manages the CBC’s immigration research and annual
Canadian Immigration Summit. His research covers various areas including permanent
resident selection, settlement and integration, temporary foreign worker programs,
intergovernmental relations, and entrepreneur and investor programs. He has also
worked with the Mission of Canada to the European Union, the British Chamber of
Commerce, Porter Novelli Brussels, and the International Service for Human Rights in
Switzerland.
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