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Too often the challenge is finding quality data to analyze. Data is especially important for the Rural 
Policy Learning Commons which is encouraging comparisons to inform and improve rural and remote 
communities and economies. This report is a directory of data bases assembled to help researchers, 
policy analysts, practitioners, businesses, and community members to make comparisons. Comparisons 
of one situation with another can help bench mark a situation and enhance knowledge and inform 
public policies. In some situations the comparison is based on a particular geographic unit with another, 
be it towns, regions, countries, or continents (Pennings et al., 1999). Comparisons can address many 
subjects, such as health, education and the economy. Comparative research is a broad term encompassing 
quantitative and qualitative analyses and helps discover similarities and contrasts that sharpen our powers 
of description and understanding (Mills, Van de Bunt and Bruijn, 2006; Collier, 1993). Comparisons are 
conducted across political, social, cultural, historical, and environmental regimes, and it is here where the 
differences in the data and results are nuanced and insights gained. 

This report connects you to databases on such topics as health, environment, quality of life, economics, 
resilience and others which can be used in comparative analysis.  
The databases listed mainly covers comparisons in countries in North America and Europe, OECD 
countries and other parts of the world. 

As students, this directory to databases is a quick resource to bring focus to your research and provide 
some assurance data exists. However, it is neither a comprehensive collection nor an exhaustive one; 
rather this director severs to illustrate the range of topics and data for comparisons while being accessible 
at no charge, (at the time of this printing). We hope others will be added to this directory over time and 
will be posted. 

Introduction

If you have other databased to add to this directory, send them along 
with a short description and let us know how you used the database.

Dr. Bill Ashton, MCIP, Director,  
Rural Development Institute, Brandon University, Brandon, MB 
ashtonw@Brandonu.ca

NOTE: ADDITIONAL DATABASES 
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Health Databases 
OECD Health Statistics 2016
The OECD Health Database provides the most comprehensive source of comparable statistics on health and 
health systems across OECD countries. It is an essential tool to carry out comparative analyses and draw 
lessons from international comparisons of diverse health systems. The variables of health provided include 
health expenditure and financing, health status, health care resources, social protection and others. The time 
period for the comparison starts from 2000 to 2014 for all OECD countries.

E.g.	In	the	year	2009,	Canada	had	about	313,431	nurses	-	an	increase	from	304,424	in	2008	while	Australia	had	about	

220,814	in	2009	–	an	increase	from	218,928	in	2008	

Health Status of First Nations On-Reserve in Atlantic 
Canada 2015
This report presents an overview of the current health status of First Nations communities in the Atlantic 
region in Canada for the year 2015.

E.g.	The	amount	of	change	over	five	years	for	First	Nation	On	Reserve	is	similar	to	changes	in	the	Atlantic	Canadian	

population	(that	is,	a	four	percent	decrease	in	the	Atlantic	Canadian	population	aged	24	years	and	under	and	a	14%	

increase	in	the	population	aged	65	years	and	older).

Quality of Life Databases
Quality of Life Index for Country 2017
This index provides current and timely information on world living conditions including cost of living, 
housing indicators, health care, traffic, crime and pollution. Quality of Life Index (higher is better) estimates 
overall quality of life by using empirical formula which takes into account purchasing power index (higher 
is better), pollution index (lower is better), house price to income ratio (lower is better), cost of living index 
(lower is better), safety index (higher is better), health care index (higher is better), traffic commute time index 
(lower is better) and climate index (higher is better). The report provides data from 2012 to 2016 covering 
countries across all continents.

E.g.	The	United	States	has	a	safety	index	of	51.24	in	2017	while	Canada	records	60.75.
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HLI: OECD’s How’s Life? Index
The purpose of the How’s Life? Index is to allow you “to compare well-being across countries, based on 11 
topics the OECD has identified as essential, in the areas of material living conditions and quality of life”. 
The index emphasizes on 11 variables include: housing, income, jobs, community, education, environment, 
governance, health, life satisfaction, safety and work-life balance. The index covers all OECD member 
countries.

E.g.	In	Australia,	households	on	average	spend	20%	of	their	gross	adjusted	disposable	income	on	keeping	a	roof	over	their	

heads,	slightly	below	the	OECD	average	of	21%	while	in	Italy,		household	spend	about	24%	of	their	gross	adjusted	disposable	

income	on	keeping	a	roof	over	their	heads,	above	the	OECD	average	of	21%.

Canadian Index of Wellbeing  
The Canadian Index of Wellbeing (CIW) provides a comprehensive analysis of how Canadians are really 
doing in the areas of their lives that matter most. The index draws from almost 200 reliable data sources, 
primarily from Statistics Canada, that provides 64 indicators representing eight interconnected domains 
of vital importance to the quality of life. The domains are community vitality, democratic engagement, 
education, environment, healthy populations, leisure and culture, living standards and time use. The 2016 
CIW report shows the trends in all domains from 1994 to 2014 to describe how well Canadians are.

E.g.	From	1994	to	2014,	the	environment	domain	declined	by	2.9	percent	overall	and	15	percent	increase	in	community	

vitality	shows	that	Canadians	pull	together	and	feel	they	belong

Social Progress Index 2016
The purpose of the Social Progress Index is to meet the pressing need through a robust and holistic 
measurement framework for social and environmental performance that can be used by leaders in 
government, business, and civil society to benchmark success and accelerate progress. The Social Progress 
Index is the first comprehensive framework for measuring social progress that is independent of GDP, but 
complementary to it. The three dimensions of social progress used are: Basic Human Needs, Foundations of 
Wellbeing, and Opportunity. It was first implemented at the national level in 2014, and has been enhanced 
each year and expanded to regions, cities, and individual communities. The 2016 Social Progress Index 
includes 133 countries covering 94 percent of the world’s population.

E.g.	Finland	has	been	ranked	as	a	very	high	social	progress	country	with	90.09	while	the	United	states	rank	as	h	high	social	

progress	of	84.62

Child Well-Being in Rich Countries: A Comparative Overview
UNICEF’s latest Report Card is designed to monitor and compare the performance of economically advanced 
countries in securing the rights of their children.  The database presents a league table of child well-being in 
29 of the world’s advanced countries. The dimensions of measurement are; Material well-being; Health and 
safety; Education; behaviours and risks; Housing and environment. The data also examines changes in child 
well-being in advanced economies over the first decade of the 2000s.

E.g.	The	report	shows	a	rise	in	further	education	enrolment	rates	in	14	out	of	21	countries,	with	particularly	significant	

increases	in	Canada,	Hungary,	Ireland,	Portugal	and	the	United	States.
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The Community Well-Being (CWB) Index
The Community Well-Being (CWB) index examines the well-being of individual Canadian communities. 
Various indicators of socio-economic well-being, including education, labour force activity, income and 
housing are combined to give each community a well-being “score”. These scores are used to compare well-
being across First Nations and Inuit communities with well-being in non-Aboriginal communities over 
time. CWB scores have been calculated for 1981, 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006 and 2011. Scores for 1986 were not 
calculated because information on dwelling conditions was not collected in the 1986 Census.

E.g.	Since	1981,	the	average	income	score	for	Inuit	communities	has	increased	29	points	and	the	income	gap	relative	to		

non-Aboriginal	communities	has	narrowed	by	two-thirds

The 2016 Distressed Communities Index 
An Analysis of Community Well-Being Across the United States
The Distressed Communities Index (DCI) is an attempt to map and analyze the dimensions of basic 
community well-being across the United States. The DCI combines seven complementary metrics using  
the latest available Census Bureau data (primarily the American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates for 
2010-2014) 1 to assess the economic well-being of communities across the United States. The metrics used are: 
no high school degree, housing vacancy rate, adults not working, poverty rate, median income ratio, change  
in employment, and change in business establishments.

E.g.	over	10	million	Californians	live	in	prosperous	zip	codes,	equivalent	to	27	percent	of	the	state’s	population.		

Texas	follows	with	over	8	million	residents	in	prosperous	communities

World Wealth and Income Database.  
(The World Inequality Lab)
The World Inequality Lab aims to promote research on global inequality dynamics. Its core mission is 
to maintain and expand the World Wealth and Income Database. It also produces inequality reports 
and working papers addressing substantive and methodological issues. It is located at the Paris School of 
Economics, and comprises a small team of about ten permanent staff members and research assistants. The 
World Inequality Lab works in close coordination with the large international network (over one hundred 
researchers covering nearly seventy countries) contributing to the database and is supervised and coordinated 
by the same executive committee and coordination team as the WID world project.

In addition to the year-round updates to the database and working papers, the World Inequality Lab publishes 
a biannual World Inequality Report. The objective is to highlight new findings and research analysis 
emanating from the database, and to draw implications for the global inequality debate. The World Inequality 
Report aims to become the reference global report on inequality and to attract extensive coverage in the 
international media. The first report will be published in December 2017.
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European Quality of Life and other Datasets from 
Eurofound
The Eurofound datasets and accompanying materials are stored with the UK Data Service in Essex, UK and 
promoted online via their website. For access please see http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/. The data is 
available free of charge to all those who intend to use it for non-commercial purposes. Requests for use for 
commercial purposes will be forwarded to Eurofound for authorisation.

In order to download the data, you must register with the UK Data Service via their website. If you are not 
from a UK university or college please request a UKDS user name at http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/sign-up/
credentials-application or consult the page on how to access data. Once you are registered with the system 
the quickest way to find Eurofound data is to type in the words ‘European Foundation’ as the ‘Data Creator/
Funder’ in the Catalogue search page. Once Eurofound’s surveys are listed then you can click on the name of 
the relevant survey for more information and download using your user name and password.

The latest datasets available are:

•	 new European Working Conditions Survey Integrated Data File, 1991-2015

•	 European Working Conditions Survey 2015

•	 European Company Survey 2013

•	 European Quality of Life Survey 2011/2012

•	 European Working Conditions Survey 2010

•	 European Company Survey 2009

Resilience Database
2016 FM Global Resilience Index
Resilience is the ability to withstand disruption and rebound quickly when necessary. It is especially vital for 
global companies doing business in a fluid, borderless manner, facing unknown risks in developing markets. 
The 2016 FM Global Resilience Index is designed to help you make better business decisions around the 
world. It employs fresh, newly updated data from authoritative sources to rank 130 countries and territories 
according to nine drivers that can make a business in those regions vulnerable. The indicators of resilience 
used include: Economic (GDP per capita, political risk, oil intensity), Risk quality (exposure to natural hazard, 
quality of natural hazard risk management, quality of fire management), Supply Chain (control of corruption, 
infrastructure, and local supplier quality).

E.g.	Both	France	(ranked	19)	and	the	United	Kingdom	(ranked	20)	retain	their	positions	from	last	year,	while	Germany	

(ranked	4)	improves	very	slightly	by	rising	two	places.
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Economic Databases
Main Economic Indicators, Volume 2016 Issue 11 
The monthly Main Economic Indicators (MEI) presents comparative statistics that provide an overview of 
recent international economic developments for the 35 OECD countries, the euro area and a number of non-
member economies. The indicators cover a wide range of economic variables such as unemployment rate, 
GDP, international finance, business and consumer opinions among others over the period from 2014 to 2016.

E.g.	Unemployment	rate	in	the	United	States	in	2015	was	5.3%	a	decrease	from	6.2%	in	2014	while	that	of	Germany	is	4.6%	

in	2015,	a	decrease	from	5%	in	2014

The Global Competitiveness Report 2015–2016
The Global Competitiveness Report 2015-2016 assesses the competitiveness landscape of 140 economies, 
providing insight into the drivers of their productivity and prosperity. The Index presents a framework and a 
corresponding set of indicators in three principal policy domains (Basic requirements, Efficiency enhancers, 
and Innovation and sophistication factors) and twelve sub-domains (sub-pillars). The sub-domains include 
institutions, infrastructure, Macroeconomic environment, Health and primary education, Higher education 
and training, Goods market efficiency, Labor market efficiency, Financial market development, Technological 
readiness, Market size, Business sophistication and Innovation. The report provides a comparison of 140 
countries in the year 2014.

E.g.	Canada	scores	5.8	(out	of	7)	on	basic	requirements	while	the	United	States	scores	5.3	(out	of	7).

European Economic Sustainability Index (EESI)
The European Policy Centre has developed an index to assess simultaneously the short-, medium- and 
long-term economic sustainability of EU countries relative to each other. This index is constructed using six 
domains: deficits, national debt, growth, competitiveness, governance/corruption and cost of ageing. The 
index covers comparison in year 2007 and 2010 to assess the economic sustainability of Europe’s economies.

E.g.	Cost	of	ageing:	Luxembourg	is	the	worst	performer,	with	Greece	only	very	marginally	better.		

Slovenia	also	performs	badly.	At	the	top	are	Latvia,	Estonia	and	Poland.

Consumer Price Index (CPI)
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures the rate of price change for goods and services bought by Canadian 
consumers. It is obtained by comparing, over time, the cost of a fixed basket of goods and services purchased 
by consumers. Since the basket contains goods and services of unchanging or equivalent quantity and quality, 
the index reflects only pure price change. The target population of the CPI consists of families and individuals 
living in urban and rural private households in Canada.  The eight components or variables in the CPI 
include: food; shelter; Household operations and furnishings; clothing and footwear; transportation; health 
and personal care; recreation, education and reading; alcoholic beverages and tobacco products. The data is 
presented monthly from year 2000 to 2016.

E.g.	The	Consumer	Price	Index	(CPI)	rose	2.1%	on	a	year-over-year	basis	in	January,	following	a	1.5%	gain	in	December.	

Also,	excluding	gasoline,	the	CPI	was	up	1.5%	year	over	year	in	January,	after	posting	a	1.4%	increase	in	December.
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Climate Change Databases
National Climate Policies in International Comparison:  
The Climate Change Cooperation Index
This index measures countries’ climate policy performance for policy-making and analytical purposes.  
The Climate Change Cooperation Index (C3-I) captures overall performance as well as performance in 
terms of political behavior (output) and emissions (outcome). The C3-I, thus, allows for a systematic global 
comparison of countries’ climate policies. The paper also compares the C3-I with its most relevant alternative, 
the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) by Germanwatch. The authors contribute to this end by 
introducing a new dataset that offers such information for up to 172 countries for the time period 1996–2008.

Climate Policies in the EU and USA
This briefing surveys the climate policies of the European Union and the United States and identifies  
both similarities and differences in their respective positions. Comparisons include policies and targets  
from 1990 to 2015.

E.g.	EU	Member	States	have	pledged	more	than	US	$4.7	billion	for	the	Green	Climate	Fund.		

The	USA	has	pledged	US	$3	billion,	but	Congress	has	not	yet	approved	payment.

Climate Change Performance Index
The Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) evaluates climate protection performance of 58 countries, 
responsible for over 90% of global energy-related CO2 emissions and enhances transparency in international 
climate politics. Its aim is to put political and social pressure on those countries which have, up until now, 
failed to take ambitious action on climate protection. It also aims to highlight those countries with best 
practice climate policies. The evaluations are based on indicators of emissions, efficiency, renewable energy 
and national and international climate policy assessments. This report provides the results for the year 2017.

E.g.	The	United	States	being	the	world’s	second	largest	emitter;	CO2	per	capita	emissions	have	been	falling	since	the	

economic	recession	in	2007	but	have	experienced	a	slight	upturn	in	2014

Environment Databases
OECD Key Environmental Indicators 2008
The purpose of this indicator is to provide a cost-effective and powerful tool for tracking and charting 
environmental progress and measuring environmental performance through the use of a selection of agreed 
environmental indicators. The indicators used are: climate change, ozone layer, air quality, waste generation, 
biodiversity, energy resources, fish resources, freshwater resources, fresh water quality and forest resources. 
The report was produced in 2008 and provides trend analysis from 1980/1980 to 2005 for all OECD countries.

E.g.	During	the	1990s,	energy	intensity	per	unit	of	GDP	has	generally	decreased	in	the	OECD,	but	at	a	slower	pace	

than	during	the	1980s.	While	in	the	first	half	of	the	1990s,	energy	intensity	did	not	improve	in	most	countries,	due	to	

decreasing	prices	for	energy	resources	(oil,	gas,	etc.)
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The Environmental Sustainability Index (ESI) 
The Environmental Sustainability Index (ESI) seeks to create a comparative index of national-level 
environmental sustainability and to provide a mechanism for making environmental management more 
quantitative, empirically grounded and systematic. The index provides a composite profile of national 
environmental stewardship based on a compilation of 21 indicators derived from five underlying datasets. 
The broad indicators include; environmental systems, global stewardship, social and institutional capacity, 
reducing human vulnerability, reducing environmental stresses. The comparatives range from the years 1980 
to 2000 developed for 146 countries.

*This index requires users to register free of charge to access data.

E.g.	Norway	has	an	ESI	score	of	73.4	and	ranks	second	while	Canada	scores	64.4	ranking	fifth.

Environmental Vulnerability Index
The Environmental Vulnerability Index report provides a summary of list of databases on main 
environmental, vulnerability and sustainability indices and indicators currently under development 
worldwide. These indicators report observed values for a country in relation to the worldwide range or are 
based on policy. Few of the indicators developed are expressed in relation to area, with most being expressed 
as changes through time or on a per capita basis. The databases provided are listed as follows:

•	 Environmental Indicators – National State of the Environment Reporting – Australia

•	 ANZECC - Core Environmental Indicators for Reporting State of the Environment

•	 South Africa - State of Environment Indicators

•	 United Kingdom - State of Environment Indicators

•	 Treaties (Stratospheric Ozone Depletion, Biological Diversity, Global Climate Change and Trade and 
Environment), Environmental Indicators and National Responses

•	 Index of Leading Environmental Indicators

•	 Water Poverty Index (WPI)

•	 Pesticide Impact Ranking Index – PIRI

•	 Index of Watershed Indicators – IWI

•	 Reefs at Risk – Map-based Indicator of Threats to the World’s Coral Reefs

•	 Living Planet Report

•	 Ecological Footprint – Revisiting Carrying Capacity: Area-Based Indicators of Sustainability

•	 OECD State of Environment Indicators

•	 Well-being of Nations / Barometer of Sustainability

•	 World Bank – Measuring the Wealth of Nations

•	 CSD – Indicators of Sustainable Development

•	 Environmental Sustainability Index

•	 Sustainable Development Index (SDI)

•	 Sustainable Development Index (SDI)

•	 Compass Index of Sustainability

•	 Redefining Progress – Genuine Progress Indicator
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•	 Human Development Index (HDI)

•	 Index of Environmental Friendliness

•	 Economic Vulnerability Index

•	 Coral Reef “Vulnerability Index” of Exposure to Climate Change

•	 Vulnerability assessment to climate change and sea-level rise

•	 Key Indicators for Global Vulnerability Mapping

•	 Composite human vulnerability index

•	 Island Indicators

Infrastructure Databases
Third Global Infrastructure Investment Index 2016
The Third Arcadis Global Infrastructure Investment Index (GIII) shows which markets are most attractive 
to both public and private investors, and the analysis highlights why this is the case, revealing where core 
opportunities lie. It also explores the issues affecting each region and the conclusions support investors, 
contractors and project sponsors alike in ensuring that the investment gap is bridged successfully.  
The index covers countries in America, Asia, Australia, Europe and the Middle East for the year 2016.

E.g.	Germany	and	the	Netherlands	both	rose	one	place	in	the	index	since	2014	confirming	their	status	as	stable,		

legally	sound	markets	with	good	deal	flows.

Survey of Mining Companies 2015
This report presents the results of the Fraser Institute’s 2015 annual survey of mining and exploration 
companies. An overall Investment Attractiveness Index is constructed by combining the Best Practices 
Mineral Potential index, which rates regions based on their geologic attractiveness, and the Policy Perception 
Index, a composite index that measures the effects of government policy on attitudes toward exploration 
investment. The survey includes 109 jurisdictions from all continents except Antarctica is designed to identify 
the provinces, states, and countries that have the most attractive policies for encouraging investment.  

E.g.	Canada’s	median	Policy	Perception	Index	score	remained	about	the	same	in	2015	as	in	2014	and	three	Canadian	

jurisdictions	—	Saskatchewan	(4th),	Alberta	(7th),	and	New	Brunswick	(9th)—were	ranked	in	the	top	10.	On	the	

Investment	Attractiveness	Index,	Canadian	jurisdictions	continue	to	perform	well,	although	Australia	surpassed	Canada	

in	2015	to	become	the	most	attractive	region	in	the	world	for	investment.	Two	Canadian	jurisdictions	(Saskatchewan	at	

2nd	and	Quebec	at	8th)	are	in	the	top	ten	on	that	index.
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Migration Databases
MIPEX: Migrant Integration Policy Index
The Migrant Integration Policy Index (MIPEX) is a unique tool which measures policies to integrate 
migrants. Some 167 policy indicators have been developed to create a rich, multi-dimensional picture of 
migrants’ opportunities to participate in society. The index is a useful tool to evaluate and compare what 
governments are doing to promote the integration of migrants in all the countries analysed. MIPEX 
covers eight policy areas which shape a migrant’s journey to full citizenship: labour market access, 
health, family reunification, long-term residence, and political participation, access to nationality, anti-
discrimination and education.  
The data covers all EU Member States and Australia, Canada, Iceland, Japan, South Korea, New 
Zealand, Norway, Switzerland, Turkey and the USA.

E.g.	Since	2008	and	crisis/austerity,	non-EU	citizens’	employment	rates	(aged	20-64)	dropped	6	points	on	

average	in	the	EU	to	56.5%	in	2014,	while	their	risk	of	poverty	or	social	exclusion	increased	4	points	to	49%,	

twice	the	level	for	EU	citizens.

Key Statistics on Migration in OECD Countries
The purpose of this annex is to describe the “immigrant” population (generally the foreign-born 
population). The information gathered concerns the f lows and stocks of the total immigrant 
population as well as the acquisition of nationality. The tables provide annual series covering the 
period 2004-14. Each series in the annex is preceded by an explanatory note concerning the data 
presented. 

Other Databases
Rural Development Report 2016
This purpose of this report is to examine rural development in the context of the transformation of 
rural areas and the wider economy – i.e. rural transformation and structural transformation. The report 
also talks about choices, starting with the programmatic and policy choices of governments and local, 
regional and global development practitioners. The variables used in the comparatives are structural 
transformation, rural transformation and social inclusion in rural areas with data from 1990 to 2014 
across all continents. 

E.g.	According	to	the	report,	in	rural	poverty,	the	steepest	falls	in	the	US	$1.25	or	US	$2-a-day	metric	over	the	past	

two	decades	have	been	in	China	and	Viet	Nam.
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The European Social Survey (ESS)
The European Social Survey (ESS) is an academically-driven multi-country survey, which aims are to 
monitor and interpret changing public attitudes and values within Europe and to investigate how they 
interact with Europe’s changing institutions, secondly - to advance and consolidate improved methods of 
cross-national survey measurement in Europe and beyond, and thirdly - to develop a series of European social 
indicators, including attitudinal indicators. The variables described include social trust, political interest and 
participation, socio-political orientations, social exclusion, national ethnic and religious allegiances, health 
and social determinants, immigration, human values demographics and socioeconomics. The data which has 
been administered in over covers 22 European countries to from 2002 to 2014.

Eurostat Databases
This database covers many areas of statistical data for the countries and regions of the European Union. 
Providing the European Union with statistics at European level that enable comparisons between countries 
and regions is a key task. Democratic societies do not function properly without a solid basis of reliable and 
objective statistics. On one hand, decision-makers at EU level, in Member States, in local government and  
in business need statistics to make those decisions. On the other hand, the public and media need statistics  
for an accurate picture of contemporary society and to evaluate the performance of politicians and others.  
Of course, national statistics are still important for national purposes in Member States whereas EU statistics 
are essential for decisions and evaluation at European level.
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