
The Migration in Remote and Rural Areas (MIRRA) 
Network within the Rural Policy Learning Commons  
(RPLC) connects researchers, communities, and policy-
makers locally, provincially, nationally, and internationally.

MIRRA sets out to build research development and 
dissemination capacity on intersecting research and  
policy themes associated with migration in rural and 
northern areas on such topics as:

• Housing	and	home

• Settlement	supports

• Temporary,	cyclical	and	permanent	migrant	labour
in rural and remote political economies

• Indigenous,	settler,	and	newcomer	relations

• Changing	demographic	composition

• Inequality	and	marginalization

• Racism,	xenophobia	and	exclusion

• Health	and	well-being.

Contact Dr. Ray Silvius,
MIRRA network lead and Associate Professor, 
Department	of	Political	Science,	University	of	Winnipeg:	
r.silvius@uwinnipeg.ca

Check out other Networks:  

http://rplc-capr.ca/our-network/# 

The Rural Policy Learning Commons (RPLC) is a $2.5M 

partnership grant funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities 

Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) with the Rural 

Development Institute and hosted by Brandon University.  Major 

objectives of the RPLC are to build rural capacity and strengthen 

relationships to inform rural research and policy.
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Refugees in Rural Communities
This	research	project	was	during	the	2015	National	Syrian	
Refugee	resettlement	initiative.		90	Syrian	refugees	settled	
in	Manitoba	outside	of	Winnipeg,	in	rural	communities	
and	small	centres.			This	study	examined	the	experiences	of	
five rural communities in Manitoba and their community 
capacity to resettle refugees.

Overall, participants felt the region had a strong capacity 
to	support	newcomers.		Strong	partnership	among	Service	
Provider	Organizations	(SPOs),	sponsorship	groups	and	a	
variety of community stakeholders lead to feelings of success 
in resettlement of recent refugees.

Challenges to settling in the Pembina Valley 

region:

• Lack	of	public	transportation

• Limited	English	language	proficiency

• Scarcity	of	interpretation	services

Opportunities for improvement:

• Building	new	partnerships	with	employers,
religious groups, recreational services, etc.

• More	funding	for	staff	training	regarding	the
refugee	experience

• More	funding	for	increased	translation	services

• Increased	clarity	from	IRCC	on	timing	of
refugee arrival

About the Study
Five communities were selected that are distributed 
geographically and represent a sample of the provinces 
smaller	cities;	Dauphin,	Portage	la	Prairie,	Boissevain-
Killarney,	Steinbach-Kleefeld	and	Morden-Winkler- 
Altona-Carman.

Data was collected through 30 telephone interviews with 
senior	officials	of	the	SPOs	or	a	representative	of	the	Refugee	
Sponsorship	Group.		Once	data	was	collected,	draft	reports	
were shared with research participants and other local 
stakeholders.  Their feedback was incorporated into the  
final report.

www.brandonu.ca/rdi/publication/immigration-in-5-

rural-manitoba-communities-with-a-focus-on-refugees/ 

Contact Dr. Bill Ashton,  

Director,	Rural	Development	Institute,	Brandon	University:	
ashtonw@brandonu.ca 

RuRAL DeveLOPMeNT INSTITuTe

Rural Development Institute, Brandon university 
270-18th Street, McMaster Hall, Lower Level, Brandon, Manitoba  R7A 6A9
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