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The Opportunity
A globally competitive soybean processing facility 
is expected in the next 2-4 years. Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and North Dakota are potential 
locations. The Westman Opportunities Leadership 
Group (WOLG) has been established to guide 
attraction efforts, and is coordinating activities 
with multiple interests to bring this opportunity 
to Manitoba. 

Did You Know!
Manitoba is ready:

• Manitoba soybean acres are growing – 2.3 million
acres were planted in 2017, up by 40% from 2016

• Continued investments in soybean varietals points
to a continued expansion across MB & SK

• Potential for soymeal value added processing,
such as bio-diesel

Manitoba has the Right Stu� 
• Soybean production is expanding and migrating west

• Manitoba has a developed rail and road network and
ample industrial lands ready for development

• Large market for soymeal in the Manitoba hog industry.
MB Pork advises a potential 7-9% reduction in feed
input costs could DOUBLE per hog profitability

Money Talks
Ten community groups have provided seed funding in 
support of the initiative.  

• Brandon
• Virden
• Carberry
• Neepawa (NADCO)

• Russell-Binscarth 
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• Oakview
• Glenboro
• Yellowhead
• Rivers
• Elton

$150,000 raised in less than a year!
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The Future Looks Bright
• Soybean production is predicted to continue to

increase at a good pace over the next decade

• World production is expected to grow by 33%+

in that period

• Genetic development programs are underway in
western Canada; companies have set aggressive
crop establishment targets for the next decade,
which is expected to advance establishment out
of traditional areas into new regions of western
Manitoba and eastern Saskatchewan

• By 2024 Western Canada is expected to produce
28% of Canada’s soybeans

Recent Growth Supports 
Such Projections
In 2017 Manitoba’s acreage swelled to 2.3 million acres. 
In the same period Saskatchewan’s soybean acreage 
more than tripled from 240,000 to over 800,000 acres.  
In combination, 2017 saw approximately 3.0 million 
acres planted in MB/SK1. The 3.0 million acre base 
well exceeds the 2.0 million acre threshold that has 
been identified as necessary to support a world scale 
processing facility, and does not include US acreage 
within the market reach of a facility.

The attached graph provided by Manitoba Agriculture 
maps the acreage change between 2011 and 2016.  The 
crop base both expanding in size and establishing itself 
more to the north and west. 

1  http://www.producer.com/2017/04/canola-soybean-acres-surge-
in-statscan-seeding-estimate/
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For more information, please contact us at SoybeansInfo@BrandonU.CA or visit our website
https://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/attract-soybeans-mb/ 




