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Medical assistance in dying (MAID)
‘Putting a value on human life and right to die’
By Nora Ahmad, RN, BN, DMedSci, Nadine Henriquez,
RN, BN, MN, & Panagiota Tryphonopolous, RN, PhD
What you need to know
The legalization of medical assistance in dying (MAID)
represents a historic change in Canadian society
following the passing of Bill C-14 in June 2016. The
Act’s amendments allow eligible persons to receive
medical assistance in dying (MAID) under specific
circumstances. The debate preceding this legislation
largely focused on the perspectives of physicians and
the general public. However, insight from nursing
perspectives was left unexplored.

Why this research is important
There is limited research available about how nurses
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What the researchers found
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nursing practice and the personal impact:
1.

Putting a value on human life.

2. Maintaining dignity and control at the end of life.
3. An easy way out of suffering and as a backup
option.
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4. A new path of the palliative care continuum.
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Death and dying (new bereavement process).

6. Ethical challenges (family against patient’s wishes,
conscientious objection).
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How this research can be used
Many nurses verbalized their conflicting beliefs and values
and how the sacredness of human life is at the heart of
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