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Unpacking identity and advocacy of LGBTQ
educators teaching internationally

By Gustavo da Cunha Moura, PhD

Why this research is important

This research considers how teacher identity potentially
influences and inspires advocacy in international
education contexts. Analysis of teachers’ practices through
the medium of English is timely in a society that favours
Western knowledge through the English language. As
LGBTQ teachers in this study are constantly moving from
country to country, it is pivotal to analyze teachers within
the most varied locations while exercising some critical

standpoints.

How the research was conducted

This study drew on data from a Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) study entitled Out
There: A Study of LGBTQ Teachers Working Overseas. To
corroborate the original study, this research used the

What you need to know

LGBTQ educators are actively advocating for inclusion
as they navigate teaching in countries that sometimes
have state-sponsored homophobia. To do so, LGBTQ
teachers use educational practices and/or discussions
around gender and sexuality in class, which can be the
only space provided for students to participate and
learn about LGBTQ issues in unfamiliar contexts
abroad. This study is key to unpacking Western LGBTQ
teachers’ identities and helps question and
problematize instances of power, privilege, and identity
while raising awareness and challenging how advocacy
is performed.

experiences of six LGBTQ teachers, and their narratives
were mapped out. Mapping out means displaying teachers’
stories and creating a map of concepts and ideas shared
over two interviews and one reflection section. Participants
were chosen based on their teaching subject. They came
from varied sexual and gender identity backgrounds (e.g.,
gays, lesbians, trans, and non-binary) and different
countries (e.g., China, Japan, Czech Republic, Thailand,
Myanmar, and the Dominican Republic), which helped
understand some of the tensions they might navigate. Most
of these participants were educators and administrators in

international K-12 schools.
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What the researcher found

In times when schools are characterized by their pluralities

and democratization, educators are not really changing the now investigating the potentialities of zoom in large-scale

current realities, but rather privileging particular notions community-based research. He also holds a postdoctoral

of gender norms and what it is or is not accepted in terms fellowship at the University of Calgary, where he

of sexual and gender identity/expression. The biggest

lessons we can take out of these LGBTQ educators’

experiences are that:

Individuals’ positionalities (e.g., administrator,
teacher), sexualities (e.g., gay, lesbian, pansexual),
gender identities (e.g., trans), spirituality, class, and
education, to name a few, impacted participants’ trying
to advocate for LGBTQ inclusive practices in
international schools in the most different ways.
Advocating often seems to come from a place of privilege.
Whether it is skin colour (e.g., white), capital, place of
origin (e.g., Western countries), or the language one
speaks (e.g., English), certain privileges allow people to
achieve their advocacy goals more comfortably.

English language still is hegemonic and facilitates entry
into a global community. Nonetheless, being part of such a
global community cannot make us oblivious and ignorant

to the social impact we carry through our mobility.

coordinates a study connecting refugees’ and newcomers’
resilience to places and spaces in Canada.

MouraG@brandonu.ca

Publications based on research

Mizzi, R., Schmidt, C., & Moura, G. (2021). Complexity
amidst diversity: exploring the lives of LGBTQ
international educators. Comparative and
International Education. 50(1), 1-17.
https://doi.org/10.5206/cieeci.v50i1.11063

Moura, G. (2022). Mapping LGBTQ educators’ experiences
teaching (in) English internationally: Unpacking
identity and advocacy. [Doctoral dissertation,
University of Manitoba].
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/36712

Keywords
International schools, LGBTQ teachers, English language,

intersectional, advocacy

How this research can be used Acknowledgements

LGBTQ experiences can still be represented by people that My appreciation to the University of Manitoba Graduate

do not counter the whiteness and heteropatriarchal Fellowship, my committee members, and study participants.

systems that are in place in so many countries. Educators Research Connection is a periodical publication intended

should benefit from teaching agendas that do not to provide information about the impact of Brandon

romanticize LGBTQ awareness and social justice. It is not University’s academic research and expertise on public

only a matter of having gender-neutral bathrooms, using policy, social programming, and professional practice.

the right pronouns, or hiring disabled LGBTQ people at This summary is supported by the Office of Research

universities to prove yourself an ally. The structural impact Services, the Centre for Aboriginal and Rural Education

of oppression still exists, and a few successful LGBTQ Studies, and the federally funded Research Support Fund.

community members cannot be used to reflect the reality Editor: Christiane Ramsey Ramseyc@brandonu.ca

of an entire community. http://www.brandonu.ca/research-connection

BRANDON UNIVERSITY
Brandon University, founded in 1899, promotes excellence in teaching, research, and scholarship, and educates @@@@

students so that they can make a meaningful difference as engaged citizens and leaders. This work is licensed T
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Thank you to
ResearchImpact-RéseaulmpactRecherche (researchimpact.ca) for their permission to adapt the ResearchSnapshot clear language
research summary format.



mailto:MouraG@brandonu.ca
https://doi.org/10.5206/cieeci.v50i1.11063
http://hdl.handle.net/1993/36712
mailto:Ramseyc@brandonu.ca
http://www.brandonu.ca/research-connection

