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Shifts in regular music programming:
Engaging grade 3 boys in the singing process
By Melissa Spraggs, B.Mus., B.Ed., M.Mus.
(Candidate)

What you need to know
Engaging boys in singing in general elementary music
classes can be a struggle for music teachers in schools.
As a K-5 Music teacher, Spraggs investigated strategies
to help engage grade 3 boys in the singing process.
Strategies explored in this study included student
involvement in the selection of musical repertoire,
incorporating topics of student interest into singing
activities, varied accompaniment instruments, utilizing
a psychomotor approach to teaching singing, and the
influence of male singing role models on grade 3 boys.
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Other effective interventions included selecting songs with
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incorporating current music, choosing songs with
appealing texts, and providing opportunities for rhythmic
speech. Selecting repertoire that was challenging—but not
too challenging—was also found to be an effective
intervention.
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