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In this April 2013 photo, a crocus blooms in Arden, known as the
crocus capital of Manitoba. The hamlet, located east of Neepawa,
is seeking submissions for the 2015 Crocus Photo Contest. (File)
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260 Glen Avenue, Brandon, MB

New SRI Mobile home
has nice open kitchen

with island, utility room
for storage, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, 1216 sq.ft., and is

well-insulated. Vinyl
siding, 10 year warranty

and 30 year shingles.
Annual property taxes

approximately $1,650.00.
MOVE-IN READY

& PRICED TO SELL!

CALL FOR DETAILS
204-724-7907

OWN A NEW HOME FOR LESS
THAN RENT!

Home not as illustrated.

MAPLE LEAF

RICHMOND AVE. E.
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204.727.1016 | 65th Street E., Brandon
infinitykitchenandbath.ca

We design
& build in
our local
workshop.

Get the Kitchen
You’re Dreaming Of!

Renovating
or Building?

204-725-0555Westman.com

“Your Life does not
get better by chance,

it gets better by change”

CareerXpress will provide a
roadmap of value to develop

your real estate career.

Talk to us about our 30-day
agent training program!

WHEN LIFE HAPPENS,
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED.

Unit B - 510 1st Street, Brandon, MB R7A 2X1
Ph: 204-727-0709 | Fax: 204-725-4456
Email: phillips@mymts.net

Come see us at
1st Street & Victoria Avenue

(next to Coffee Culture) sunrisecu.mb.ca

We just helpeda Small
Business!

Talk to Sunrise Credit Union
today about financing

options to start or grow
your business.

It’s time — the wild prairie
crocus is stretching out from
below the brown grasses of last
fall and getting ready to bloom.
It’s also time to get out the

camera for fresh crocus photos.
Youth and adults will be

competing for more than $500
in prize money offered for the
2015 Crocus Photo Contest at
the hamlet of Arden, located
six kilometres north of the
Yellowhead Highway just east
of Neepawa.
This year’s early spring

promises to provide lots of
opportunities for
photographers to find and
photograph the provincial wild
flower, says JohnDietz, contest
organizer and secretary to the
sponsor Lansdowne Heritage
Resources & Tourism
Committee.
Contest photos must be as

fresh as the season— taken this
month, in Manitoba. Normal
full-bloom stage is about a
week on either side of April 15.
Entries close at midnight

Sunday, April 26. All photos in
the contest are displayed a
week later at Arden’s Crocus
Festival on Saturday, May 2.
Manitoba has many small,

scattered patches of wild
prairie crocus. The fragile,
mauve or purple-coloured
wildflower prefers sandy, sunny
and undisturbed native
grassland, and can be hard to
find.
Arden still has a few acres of

native grassland that bloom
abundantly with crocus for
about two weeks, and the
village welcomes visiting
photographers.
The photo contest is open for

all residents of Manitoba,
except professional
photographers. Sponsors put
up the cash for 16 prizes in four
categories, with separate
competitions for youth and
adults.
Independent judging is

provided again in 2015 by
Photo Central in Winnipeg.
The photography store donates
8x10-inch prints of all the
digital entries.
Crocus Festival

headquarters, the Arden
Community Centre, is the
scene of a one-day photo
gallery where all flower
pictures are displayed and
judged for a second time.
Visitors participate by voting

for their favourite youth and
adult crocus photo in the hall.
This becomes the People’s
Choice Award, an event
sponsored by theManitobaCo-
operator. People’s Choice
winners are published by the
farm newspaper and awarded
$50 each.
There are no fees for entering

the contest, and no admission
fees at the family-oriented
event.
Contest details can be

obtained from the municipal
website, ardenmb.ca, where
winners are displayed from the
previous contest.
The four classes include

portraits of a single crocus
flower, portraits of crocus
clusters (three to 20 flowers),
portraits of crocus in its natural
prairie habitat, and creative
crocus portraits that don’t fit
the other classes. Individual
contestants are limited to two
prizes in the judged
competition.
All photos submitted are

eligible for the gallery display
at the Crocus festival. Digital
entries will be printed and
included in the gallery, at the
discretion of contest officials.
The hall can accommodate
approximately 160 photos.
Digital entries can be

submitted to:
crocusphotocontest@gmail.com.
Prints can bemailed to: Crocus
PhotoContest, Box 141,Arden,
MB, R0J 0B0. Prints can be left
in person at the RM of
Lansdowne office inArden and
at Photo Central inWinnipeg.
The Arden Crocus Festival,

which began in 2001, is held on
the first Saturday in May. This
is the seventh year for the
Crocus Photo Contest.
Crocus festival visitors can

take in a pancake breakfast and
other family-oriented activities
throughout the day. It ends
with a self-serve supper and
local entertainment. Photo
contest winners are announced
after supper.
Known as the crocus capital

of Manitoba, Arden is home to
the World’s Largest Crocus
monument and has a
population of 150 people.
For more information,

contact the Lansdowne
Heritage Resources & Tourism
Committee at 204-368-2202 or
ardenmb.ca
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Organizers seek
pics for Arden
crocus contest

Cops find stolen car on fire
Brandon police are investigating after a car was stolen and its

engine caught fire early Monday morning.
The initial investigation by police at the scene of the fire on

Willowdale Crescent did not find anything suspicious.
However, BPS said the vehicle had been abandoned. Several

hours later, the owner reported his vehicle had been stolen from
outside his home on the 1300-block of Eighth Street.
The vehicle was believed to have been stolen Sunday evening.

The Office of the Fire Commissioner and Manitoba Public
Insurance are looking into the cause of the fire.
» Brandon Sun

BU honours student leaders
Outstanding student leaders

at Brandon University were
recognized recently after
completing a new program
offered by the school.
The Student Leadership

Certificate Program is a new,
non-credit program developed
through the student services
office. The program offers free
leadership seminars for current
and emerging leaders at BU,
and features a diverse group of
24 students in their second,
third and fourth years of study.
Student participants received

their certificates at a reception
honouring their achievements
on April 1.
“This inaugural, not-for-

credit certificate is significant
for our students, Brandon
University and society because
our students will benefit from
having gained a broader
understanding of themselves
and of leadership skills,” said
Tom Brophy, associate vice-
president in charge of student
services and enrolment, and
the university’s registrar.
“As a university, we benefit

from having students who are
both aware of leadership skills
and how they can use these
skills to better themselves, those
around them and society in
general,” he said.
“This is important because

research has shown that
students who are leaders during
their school years go on to be
leaders in the community as
well.”
Through participation in

these seminars over the past
academic year, students
explored seven topics related to
three key themes of leadership:
team, individual and personal
leadership skills.
Students gained an

understanding of prominent
leadership theories and
developing group facilitation,
teamwork, self-care and time
management skills. Students
also learned to appreciate the
value of diversity and inclusion

in work and school life and
how to implement effective
inquiry skills.
“The program has taughtme

a lot of new skills and
reinforced some skills like
interpersonal communication,

dealing with groups, how to
handle yourself as an
individual and ways to deal
with stress,” said Dustin Dilay,
a fourth-year sociology student
and recipient of the leadership
certificate.

“For me, more than
anything, it was a great exercise
in the development of skills,
and then having the
opportunity to put those skills
into practice through
workshops.”
A number of the student

leaders who are parents were
offered access to free childcare
while attending workshops,
which occurred onWednesday
evenings outside normal
daycare and school hours.
BU student services is also in

the process of planning other
specialized student leadership
certificates focusing on global
leadership and aboriginal
leadership.
“Leadership and citizenship

are important at Brandon
University,” said Heather
Duncan, acting vice-president
for academics. “We are all very
proud of these students who
committed time and energy to
building their leadership skills.
They are our leaders of
tomorrow.”
Keynote speaker at the April

1 reception was Terry Burgess,
regional vice-president at RBC,
who shared his thoughts on
leadership and important skills
as the students enter the job
market following graduation.
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Graduates of BU’s Student Leadership Certificate Program pose at the reception honouring their achieve-
ments. RBC vice-president Terry Burgess, below, was the keynote speaker at the event. (Submitted)

Deadline for entries is April 26


