BUREC presentation – Note the comments made here relate to my experience on the committee from January 2001 – May 2006 and do not necessarily reflect those of the entire BUREC committee.

1.
Research involving human participants needs to be reviewed by BUREC.  Also, class projects that involve human participants need to be reviewed.  If this is an assignment that is assigned on a yearly basis, one needs to apply for BUREC approval once every 3 years. 

2.
If not sure if your study needs ethics review, contact a member of the ethics committee and ask.  If not sure of who to ask, contact Robin and she can connect you with the appropriate person. 

3.
Putting together a proposal.  I suggest using the checklist as a guide and following the format of the checklist – ie - respond to each point in the checklist.  If you have put together a proposal for a grant, I recommend that you don’t just send that proposal to BUREC as this will slow down the process.  Sometimes a grant proposal won’t cover all the points laid out in the checklist.  At BUREC meeting we night not be able to simply pass the proposal; we may need to contact you and ask for additional information. 

- checklist

-procedures – step-by-step – straightforward what will participants do. 

-risks – is this free from risk or is there risk involved.  ie – minimal risk – is the harm implied by research no greater than those encountered in every day life – example – school based research – if what students do is the same as they would do in a regular classroom, it would be minimal risk. 

- above threshold of minimal risk, one needs a higher degree of scrutiny – for example, you are doing a study on the life story of women who have survived abusive relationships.  You would need to have assistance for those people who might be traumatized by re-living these experiences when interviewed for the research.  So, what help do you have available for these people. 

-voluntary nature of study – that people can withdraw without penalty; that not being involved in study will not have a negative influence on their relationship with Brandon university; for students – that not being a part of the study will not negatively influence their academic standing. 

-how will data be kept confidential – ie – researcher will not reveal identify of people involved in the study; include a confidentiality agreement to be signed by anyone who will have access to information identifying the people involved in the study. 

-how will anonymity of participants be protected in any reporting of the study – ie – tests – people don’t put their names on them; don’t include names on raw data; people referred to by number or pseudonym.  Caution – sometime you are doing studies where, even if you use numbers or pseudonyms, it will be possible to identify a person or persons involved in the study – this is the case when you are drawing people from a small subject pool – ie – school of music – female graduate students from China who completed graduate degrees between the years 2003 and 2005.  You need to make people aware that even though the researcher is doing what he or she can to provide anonymity, it may be possible that they will be identified.  Whether this will go through BUREC will depend, then, on the risk involved – low risk, probably this will not be problematic. 

- compensation – will participants be paid – if so, how much and when will they be paid.  Sometimes people are given gifts rather than payment.  If so, what types of gifts.  This is done so that there is no coercion for people to be part of a research study. 

- retention – storage of data- raw data should be stored in a secure place for a period of not less than 5 years – could be stored in paper form or electronically.  Sometimes it is important to archive the raw data – for example, we have had research in which elders of a particular native community are being video-taped.  If data will be archived, make a case for why it should be archived, where it will be kept, and how participants will be asked for permission to archive the material.

- how will data be disseminated – ie – thesis, professional presentations, publications. 

attach the following: 

- questionnaires, tests, sample tasks, interview questions

- letters of initial contact – who will need to provide permission for researcher to gain access to participants.  This person/persons, agencies need to have a letter laying out the details of the research as presented in the proposal. 

- consent forms – potential participants need a letter/consent form in which aspects of the study pertinent to their involvement as detailed in the BUREC proposal are laid out.  Tips for doing this – make sure that you use vocabulary that is appropriate for the potential participants.  We sometimes receive consent letters that are written using vocabulary that one might use in a journal article.  You need to make this letter of consent understandable and straightforward. 

-if you are video taping or aurally taping the participants, this needs to be clarified and there must be a place for participants to sign to provide permission to audio or video tape.  This might then, be a 3-tiered signing – 1.  I agree or do not agree to be in the study; 2. I agree or do not agree to be video-taped. 
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